Jan. 30, 2005
Friends Who Help Us

1. Motivate

Besides Jesus, what Bible personality would you like to have as a friend if you lived at that time … why?
· Zaccheus : to learn how to climb a tree

· Peter, John : learn about fishing

· Gideon : an adventuresome victory

· David : a man after God’s heart

· Daniel : a brave man, always chose the right thing

· Dr. Luke : join on travels with Paul

· Naomi : gave good advice to Ruth

2. Transition

We all have some friends … and we are usually friends with others around us.

Today we want to look at the kind of friends people need … and need to be!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Counselor-Friends Guide Us Through Problems 

Listen for why Moses needed a friend.
Exodus 18:13-26 (NIV) The next day Moses took his seat to serve as judge for the people, and they stood around him from morning till evening. [14] When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was doing for the people, he said, "What is this you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?"   [15] Moses answered him, "Because the people come to me to seek God's will. [16] Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to me, and I decide between the parties and inform them of God's decrees and laws."     [17] Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are doing is not good. [18] You and these people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone. [19] Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and may God be with you. You must be the people's representative before God and bring their disputes to him. [20] Teach them the decrees and laws, and show them the way to live and the duties they are to perform. [21] But select capable men from all the people--men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain--and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. [22] Have them serve as judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you. [23] If you do this and God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied."     [24] Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said. [25] He chose capable men from all Israel and made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. [26] They served as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they decided themselves. 

What kind of work did Moses do from morning till evening?

· answered people’s questions

· acted as judge

· inform people of God’s decrees and laws

What emotions, feelings do you think Moses felt with all this going on?

· tired

· discouraged

· frustrated

· swamped

What advice did Jethro give?

· Moses should be the people’s representative before God

· He should teach them the decrees and laws

· then they would be able to make good decisions on their own

· delegate men to listen to the more common issues, only let the difficult cases come to you

In what ways was Jethro a help?
· observed events

· listened to Moses’ problems

· offered good advice

· pointed out problems that Moses wasn’t seeing

How might Moses have reacted to someone (especially an in-law) offering advice?
· you really don’t know how things are

· these people need the right decision made, judgment given

· easy for you to say … sure, waltz in  here and just start offering opinions …

· that wouldn’t work … would take too much time to train people

· if I do it myself, then I know it’s been done right

Why do our friends sometimes see problems and solutions that we do not?

· not quite as emotionally involved in the situation

· able to be more objective

· maybe have already had experience in the problem we are encountering

· they’ve been this way before … they know the problems, pitfalls, options

· they are able to identify with how we feel and mirror back to us what we are feeling but unable to express

( We need this kind of friend … someone who would counsel us through problems
What chances do you take when you offer this kind of friendship to someone you know?

· we risk rejection

· we might offend them, implying that they cannot handle their own life effectively

· it takes time and effort

( We need to be this kind of friend
3.2 Hero-Friends motivate us upward. 

Listen for how a friendship was proved.
1 Samuel 18:1-4 (NIV)  After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. [2] From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return to his father's house. [3] And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. [4] Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt. 

What words does this passage use to describe the bond between David and Jonathan?
· one in spirit

· Jonathan loved David as himself

· Jonathan made a covenant with David

How did Jonathan cement the covenant between David and himself?
· Gave David his robe

· gave him his tunic

· gave him his weapons … sword, bow, belt

Why do you think Jonathan might have thought of David as a hero (note the end of chapter 17)?

· David has just killed Goliath

· In doing so he saved Israel from domination by the Philistines

· David stood up to Solomon, Jonathan’s father when he refused to use Saul’s armor

· Later in chapter 18, people are dancing in the streets, celebrating David’s exploits
How might David have thought of Jonathan as a hero?

· this is the king’s son

· he’s had military training, I’ve been just a shepherd

· he knows how to use all that armor … I had to get by with a sling shot

· he knows how to behave in the king’s court … I’m just a country boy

( Note that on both sides of this friendship one’s hero reflects what a person might want to become!

What kind of heroes do we have that reflect what we want to become?

· sports figures who receive accolades of many people

· musicians who make lots of money and are popular

· favorite teachers who have made an impression on us

· a doctor who has done much for mankind

· a pastor or youth worker who challenged us

· a missionary who has dedicated his/her life to reaching people for Jesus

How are heroes dedicated to something larger than themselves?

· they have given themselves to perform or excel

· they have given of themselves to minister to others

· they often set aside many other things to give themselves to their task

3.3 Teacher-Friends Instruct Us 

What kinds of skills have you learned from friends you have had over the years?

· how to cook

· how to be more skillful in your sport (golf, fishing, etc.)

· how to raise your kids
· how to do your job more effectively

Listen for what Paul was teaching his young friend,  Timothy.
1 Tim. 3:14-15 (NIV) Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, [15] if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. … 4:6 If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 

What does Paul say was the reasons for his writing these instructions to Timothy?

· Paul might not be able to come soon 

· so Timothy would know how people ought to conduct themselves in church

· so Timothy would be a good minister of Christ Jesus

· so he could effectively live out the truths of faith and good teaching

What kinds of facts about ministry do you suppose Paul could have told Timothy?
· how people act

· specific truths that he should preach/teach

· things to watch out for

What kinds of skills might Paul have communicated or given to Timothy

· how to preach effectively

· how to counsel others

· how to deal with troublesome church members

What kinds of facts and skills might you know that you could pass on to a younger friend or friends new to you – at church, at work, in your neighborhood?

· Bible truths you have learned

· the ins and outs of dealing with in-laws

· how to care for your lawn

· how to handle teenagers

· how to handle aging parents

· good fishing places

· good doctors, dentists to go to

3.4 A Real Friend Points You to Jesus
Based on these passages, listen for who is our best friend?

John 15:13 (NIV)  Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. Romans 5:8 (NIV)  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  2 Cor. 5:18 (NIV)   All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

How are John 15:13 and Romans 5:8 connected?

· both speak of love

· both speak of giving one life for another

· Jesus declared the first statement

· the second was declared about Jesus

· that means we are His friends … He laid down his life for us!!!

Consider why Christ had to lay down His life for us, why He had to die for us

· Romans 3:23 (NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

· all of us are born in rebellion (active or passive) against God

· Romans 6:23 (NIV)  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

· Because of our sinfulness, we deserve the judgment of death

· Jesus died to take our punishment … 

· He offers us eternal life

· John 14:6 (NIV)  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

· The only way to experience peace with God and eternal life is through Jesus Christ

· Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 
· Each individual must make that decision to confess his/her sins, repent from them, and by faith receive Christ as Savior and Lord 

· God’s Word calls for us to openly declare that decision

If all this is true, what does 2 Cor. 5:18 declare is the responsibility of believers to our friends?

· we are ministers of reconciliation

· we have the opportunity/responsibility to bring our friends to Jesus

· we can tell them how to be reconciled with God … 

4. Application
4.1 Learn to appreciate advice given by friends …

· be willing to give advice in kindness

· choose friends that can give good advice

4.2 Choose your heroes carefully

· they are often models that we tend to emulate

· you are often the hero of some young person … live a life worthy of emulation

4.3 Who in your life has or is teaching you good things?
· choose friends from whom you can learn good things

· be ready to teach your expertise to friends who want to learn

4.4 Be a real friend

· point your friends to Jesus
· tell them how they can be reconciled to God
Closing prayer:  Lord, thank you for the friends you have given us.  Help us to be true friends to others … counselors, teachers, heroes … and most of all to point them to Jesus.  Thank you, Jesus, for being our best Friend when we invite you into our life.
This means “lecture”
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