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Finding My Place in God's Plan



1. Motivate

What were some times in your life when you struggled to make some sort of decision?

· where to go to school

· who to marry

· what job to take

· what car to buy

· whether or not to buy a house

· whether or not to go through with a medical procedure

· what advice to give your kids

· how to deal with a delicate situation at work

2. Transition

When you look back on the situation you could see that God was working in your life.

· He opened and closed doors

· He brought people into your life to give advice

· He arranged situations which guided your thought processes

· He brought scripture passages to your attention

( Overall, God was in control of the situation and now you can see that

( That is exactly what happened to Joseph and his family!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust God's Purposes

Imagine that you are Joseph and your brothers show up.  What reasons might you have for not telling them right away who you are?
· you would still be in control of the situation

· you might have wanted revenge

· you want to see if they still hated you
· you want to see how they had treated your brother Benjamin

· you might still be working through your own feelings of anger

· want to test them, were they still the evil rascals who had sold you as a slave

Now imagine yourself as one of the brothers … you are brought before this important official as a foreigner … you are accused of being spies … Why would you not recognize your own brother?

· was a long time ago

· he was out of context

· they probably thought he was either dead or off in a slave work gang

· he was dressed as an Egyptian, speaking another language

So what would be their initial response to his revelation of who he was … their brother?

· confusion

· I don’t believe it

· surprise

· not understanding

· must be a mistake

· how could it be

Once they believed it, then what kind of thoughts might they have?

· we’re in trouble now

· he’s the guy in charge and we did him dirty – he’ll get revenge

· why were we ever so mean to him?

· we did some dumb things when we were young … this was the worst

We talked last week about events in Joseph’s life that could have caused him to doubt God's working in his life
· brothers hated him, sold him as a slave

· lost a good job with Potiphar unjustly

· helped Pharaoh’s servant but was forgotten

· languished in prison

Contrary to the possibility of those feelings, what does Joseph have to say in our first passage about God's actions and God's reasons?

Genesis 45:4-8 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!  [5] And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.  [6] For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping.  [7] But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  [8] "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.  

	So, what did God do?
	And why did God do it?

	· God sent Joseph on ahead

· it was not the brothers who sent Joseph to Egypt

· it was God who sent him
	· to save lives

· to preserve a remnant on earth

· to deliver the family

· to put Joseph in place of leadership


What kinds of events happen in our lives that on the surface or at that time seemed tragic (or at least troublesome), but hindsight has revealed that God used it for good for His overall plan for you?
· major health problems

· family crises

· business setbacks

· tragic accidents

· mistreatment by family or co-workers (like Joseph)

What kinds of long term results show that God was in control and working in  your life?

· you learn that God's provision is abundantly sufficient

· you learn to trust God more

· someone else’s life was touched spiritually in a positive way by the events

· one person’s tragedy pointed many people to the Savior

· the good path you thought you were on, would have ended up being bad for you

· what someone did bad to you, God used accomplished good things

It is easy to say, sitting here in Sunday School, it is harder to remember when the bad things are happening …
( Trust God's purposes for your life … trust God
3.2 Receive Assurance

Listen for what it was that finally convinced Jacob that Joseph was really alive.
Genesis 45:25-28 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan.  [26] They told him, "Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt." Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them.  [27] But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived.  [28] And Israel said, "I'm convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die."  

Think about the brothers returning to their father … what kind of mixed feelings would they have about telling him that Joseph was alive?

	Overjoyed to tell Jacob
	Apprehensive to tell Jacob

	· he loved Joseph so much, he’ll be glad to find out he is alive

· he has grieved so long about that, now he’ll be relieved

· not only is Joseph alive, he’s a big shot in Egypt

· Joseph is going to rescue us from this famine
	· he’s an old man, the shock might kill him

· he’s going to know we lied long ago and have continued to lie – he’ll be mad, grieved

· will he even believe us, if he figures out we lied then, how can he believe us now


What was it that convinced Jacob/Israel that Joseph was still alive?

· they told him what Joseph had said

· he saw the carts Joseph had sent to transport them back

Verse 27 says that the “spirit of their father Jacob revived” when he became convinced.  What kinds of things does God do in our lives to “convince” us and revive our spirits?

· healings

· relationships restored

· prayers answered after long testing times

· major transitions in our lives accomplished

· peace in midst of storms

· finances provided where there were none

Think about a specific time in your life when God actually did something in the midst of trouble to “revive your spirit.”

( Thank Him for it right now.

Sometimes our role in God's plan may be more like Jacob’s role than Joseph’s

( May involve experiencing loss and waiting (and waiting and waiting)

We need to receive assurance – even before the end of the story is known

( God is at work

( All is well

3.3 Continue in Faith

Listen for how God gave reassurance to Jacob about going to Egypt.
Genesis 46:1-5 So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.  [2] And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, "Jacob! Jacob!" "Here I am," he replied.  [3] "I am God, the God of your father," he said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there.  [4] I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph's own hand will close your eyes."  [5] Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel's sons took their father Jacob and their children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him.  

Why might Jacob still be reluctant to go to Egypt?

· hard to pick up and leave everything you have at that age

· he might still have feelings that his sons are fooling him some how
· some of his ancestors had trouble when they were in Egypt (Abraham had tricked Pharaoh and gotten asked to leave)

What does the offering of sacrifices to God reveal to us about Jacob/Israel?

· he was declaring his faith

· he was being thankful

· he might have been seeking reassurance from God

· he wanted God's blessing on the venture

What assurances does God give Israel?

· spoke to him in a vision 

· told him this was God speaking, the same God worshiped by his father

· don’t be afraid to go to Egypt

· I will make you a great nation there (reiteration of original covenant promises)

· I will go with you, I will bring you back, 

· Joseph will be with you to the very end
How does God give us assurances today of His working in our lives?

· affirmations of other believers

· scriptures that speak specifically to us in certain situations

· answers to prayer

· working out events in ways that are even better than we could have imagined

If you were counseling someone in our class who was going through a time of testing, what would you say to him or her based on Joseph’s experience?

· God was in control throughout the whole time

· we don’t see answers right away (took 20 years for Joseph)

· what some people intend for evil, God uses to accomplish His good

· God wants us to be faithful and true to him

· He is sufficient for every situation – trust Him

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 What events have occurred recently in your life that you would characterize as “hard times?”

· you need to trust God in those hard times

· trust enables you to find your place in God's overall plan for your life

· trust sustains believers during trials
· remember that it is easier to see the hand of God when you look back than when you are in the midst of the trial

4.2 Jacob/Israel found that even after a long and deep sorrow there was hope

· the Good News of the Gospel message involves life and hope

· God revives broken hearts and spirits

· Allow God to revive your heart, your spirit

4.3 Like Jacob/Israel did, keep telling God of your trust in Him

· keep your relationship with him up to date

· claim His promises

· Follow His direction

We’re thinking here of decisions that are more weighty than “which outfit should I wear?”





Thank Him for the answer that is on the way … even before you fully realize it.
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