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Finding New Purpose

1. Motivate

Tell us about some exciting adventure when you or someone you know went fishing.
· the big one that got away

· someone fell in the water

· you caught buckets full of fish

· you didn't catch anything
· you got caught by the game warden

· your line got tangled

· you were attacked and carried away by mosquitoes 

2. Transition

Today ( we will look at how Jesus created a fishing adventure that changed the lives of the disciple and gave them a new purpose for their lives.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Understand Jesus' Purpose
Listen for why Jesus wanted to leave the area.
Luke 4:42-44 (NIV)  At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. [43] But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." [44] And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

Why do you think it was important for Jesus to go to a "solitary place?"

· wanted peace and quiet to think and pray

· needed to get away from distractions

· needed to talk to God the Father

When the people found Him, why did they not want Him to leave?

· more people wanted healing

· they wanted to see the spectacle of the healings

· they wanted to see/experience the demons exorcised

· the miracles might provide them with other things they needed

· some might have even begun to see the possibility of throwing off Roman domination

So why did Jesus insist on going on to the next towns?

· He needed to be preaching the Good News of the Kingdom to other people, other places

· That is what his purpose of coming was

· He needed to keep preaching in other synagogues in the area
( Jesus purpose is still to see the Good News of the Gospel message to be preached to 

· all peoples

· in all places
3.2 Allow Jesus to Use What You Have
Listen for how Jesus used a boat.
Luke 5:1-3 (NIV) One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, [2] he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. [3] He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

So why did Jesus need the boat?
· people were crowding around him

· there were so many people that wanted to get close that the crowd pressed closer and closer

· He wanted to be able to talk to them, teach them

· They wanted to hear

· He saw the opportunity to use one of the boats as a pulpit or platform

· The people would be held back by the water’s edge

· He could have some space and more people could see and hear

Simon’s boats were part of his everyday workplace, but Jesus needed them to teach to the crowd … What normal things in  your daily life might Jesus be able to use to share His message with others?

· when you are talking together over the back fence

· when you are at sporting events together in the stands

· on coffee break at work

· having lunch together

· at kids’ sports practices, waiting for them

· at a neighborhood block party

· inviting neighbors or acquaintances to SS social events

· when a neighbor has a need, be quick to help them out (household problems, fixing the car, helping with their kids, etc.)

· loading up the car with neighborhood kids to take them to VBS

· opening up your home for a Bible Study

· inviting kids to your house/yard for a kids Bible club

· opening your home for extended family gatherings 
It was not a coincidence that Peter’s boat was near by … Jesus may have sought him out
( It is not a coincidence that God has placed you 

· in your neighborhood

· in your job situation

· in  your extended family

3.3   Follow Jesus' Instructions
Listen for a seemingly unreasonable request by Jesus.
Luke 5:4-7 (NIV)   When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch."  [5] Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets."  [6] When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. [7] So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

When Jesus made the request of Simon, what kinds of thoughts do you think Simon was having?

· we just got in from a bad night of fishing

· we didn’t find any then, we’re not going to find any now

· this guy is a carpenter … OK, a rabbi … but what does he know about fishing?

· I’m pooped and I just want to clean up and get some food and some sleep

· OK, he used our boat, so now does he think he’s the captain?

Why do you think he went ahead with Jesus suggestion/request/instruction?

· maybe he thought he would humor him

· he might have figured, what have I got to lose?

· he called Jesus “master” – he some how knew that he should obey

· he remembered some of the recent miracles, maybe he had a hunch that Jesus was up to something miraculous

What kinds of things does Jesus ask believers today to do that may seem unreasonable or difficult?

· spend time and effort in service

· give up an evening to be involved in outreach

· be willing to send children, grandchildren to a foreign country as a missionary

· give 10% (or more) of your income to God’s work

· open your home for some sort of outreach (Bible study, kids’ Bible club)

What kinds of things happen when we obey God in these kids of requests?

· other believers are edified, drawn closer to the Lord

· unbelievers are brought to Jesus

· God’s work goes forward, the Kingdom of God advances

· you receive more blessing than you can handle

· you have to share that blessing with others around you

Jesus told Peter and the others to “put out into deep water.”  Consider that to us that would imply

· go beyond your normal practices

· allow God to stretch you in ways you haven’t been stretched before

· experience a new way to be God’s tool in His Kingdom

3.4 Respond to Jesus' Call to Tell Others

Listen for Simon Peter’s response to the big catch of fish.
Luke 5:8-11 (NIV)    When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" [9] For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, [10] and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners.  Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." [11] So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

What did Peter do, how did he react?
· he fell at Jesus’ knees

· he said “go away from me, Lord”

· I am a sinful man

· they all were astonished

Why do you think his astonishment would take this direction … fear?

· he began to realize that the miracles implied Jesus’ deity

· he saw the contrast of who Jesus had to be and who he knew he was

· when he saw his own sinfulness, he responded to fear of God’s judgment

What is the significance of how Peter first calls him “master” then calls him “Lord”?

	Master
	Lord

	· you’re in charge

· I’ll obey you as boss

· the boss may not be right but he’s always the boss
	· this is more than the boss

· this is the One who is really in charge

· this is King of kings


How do you think Jesus’ words “Don’t be afraid” would affect Peter and the others?
· he would be some reassured
· he would realize that despite Jesus’ deity, even though He was God, Peter was not going to be destroyed for his sinfulness, his lack of faith

· yes, He is God, but He is also merciful

How does a person go about being a fisher of men?

· actively involved in outreach to needy people

· train for and participate in personal witnessing

· support people and programs that take the Gospel message to far away places

· pray specifically for people who you know need Jesus

· be willing to share personally with them

What kinds of things should we be “leaving behind” to follow Christ today?

· couch potato lifestyle

· self indulgent attitude

· separate ourselves from some of our resources

· give up personal time

· maybe give up some of our entertainments that distract us from the Lord or keep us from using time and other resources for the Kingdom of God

4. Application
4.1 Jesus was compelled to preach the Gospel message
· we need that same attitude and motivation

· Jesus message was the Kingdom of God … the rule of God in men’s hearts

· it should be true of us … we should share that Truth with others

4.2 Jesus was creative in teaching and reaching people

· we need to be creative in reaching people also

· do you have a boat (literally or figuratively) that can be used as a means for Jesus to reach out to people in your circle of acquaintances?

4.3 God does not always work His purposes in ways we understand
· we must believe that He has a purpose in all He asks us to do

· faithfulness and obedience are always the right response

· faithfulness and obedience can lead to blessings beyond what we can imagine

4.4 How can you do what the disciples did?

· launch out into deeper water

· leave behind things and activities so that we can give more of our time and resources to God’s purposes
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