1/10/10
Wrestling with Time

1. Motivate

For what reasons have you been accused of wasting time?

· watching TV

· reading a book

· fishing, hunting  (what is the price per pound of the fish or game you bring home?!)

· playing golf

· talking on the phone

· puttering around in the kitchen

· getting dressed and ready to go somewhere

· fiddling with the car

2. Transition

Today we look at how we spend our time – work, play, whatever
· We consider the wise conclusions  Solomon came to

3. Bible Study

3.1 Living in Time
Listen for how many categories for use of time that Solomon lists.
Eccles. 3:1-8 (NIV) There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: [2] a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, [3] a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, [4] a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, [5] a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, [6] a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, [7] a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, [8] a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 
For what sort of activities is there a time? (3:1-8)

· everything!

· birth, death; planting, uprooting; killing, healing; tearing down, building up; weeping, laughing; mourning, dancing; scattering, gathering; embracing, refraining; searching, giving up; keeping, discarding; tearing, mending; silence, speaking; loving, hating; war, peace

How are the different categories arranged?

· in pairs

· as opposites

· both the good and the bad

What do you think Solomon meant by his statement that “there is a time for everything”?

· life has all sorts of activities and events

· there exists a continuum from negative to positive in most situations

· stuff happens – some good, some bad – but it happens

· life goes on – for all ages, for all cultures

· everyone will experience these aspects to one degree or another at some time in life
What have been events that cause joy …  that cause discouragement?

	Joy
	Discouragement

	· graduations, weddings
· new jobs

· celebrations with family

· new babies
	· loss of jobs
· long illnesses

· loss of loved one

· long time unanswered prayer


How does God use the even the discouraging and difficult situations to fulfill His plans and purposes for our lives?
· we learn lessons

· we learn to depend on God, to trust Him – often they are lessons of faith

· God proves His sufficiency

· God shows us repeatedly that He is ultimately in control

· we learn to be thankful in all situations

· we learn that God’s timing is the best

· we learn that God accomplishes things in our lives better than we could have ever done

When is it hard to be sensitive to the appropriateness of the timing of those events in our lives?

· when you are really hurting physically or emotionally

· when you are worried about how to meet financial demands

· when you see  a loved one suffering

· when you feel like you have no control over events, you feel helpless

· when good things happen … remember to thank the Lord and not take them for granted

How do we sometimes work against God and His timing?

· rush on ahead without asking
· make our own plans without any consideration of God’s plans

· insist on having the problem solved right now

· ignore the advice of wise friends

· respond to a problem with anger instead of faith

· respond with worry instead of faith

· fail to be thankful in all situations

What are some examples of ways God has worked things out in your life in due time?

· provided a job

· answered a prayer

· provided funds just at the right time

· straightened out one of your children or grandchildren

· brought someone to salvation

· helped you through a job situation

· resolved conflict within your family

· took you through a loss

· took you through a period of illness and recovery

· enabled you to be a care giver over an extended period

3.2 Longing for the Eternal
Note the title of this section of the lesson, “Longing for the Eternal.”  What do you think that phrase means?

· everyone wants to live as long as possible … even beyond that

· we all seem to have a sense of eternal existence

Listen to what Solomon has to say about this.
Eccles. 3:9-11 (NIV)   What does the worker gain from his toil? [10] I have seen the burden God has laid on men. [11] He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 

How is the fact that God has placed eternity in our heart manifested in our society?

· most people believe in some sort of existence after physical death (though some do not)

· people talk about a “former existence” or a “former life”

· people will say, “when I die, I want to come back as a …”

· people try to contact the spirits of the deceased

· we want to believe that physical death is not the end of it all

How might longing for eternity bring joy?

· leave behind the suffering of this life

· anticipate being with Jesus

· anticipate being reunited with loved ones who have gone on before us

How might the anticipation of eternity be frustrating?

· it can be an abstract concept

· it is outside the realm of our experience and we’re not sure exactly what to expect

· we have an inborn drive to stay alive, yet we can see (like Paul) that to be with the Lord is better than what we have now

· "Life is pleasant. Death is peaceful. It's the transition that's troublesome."  Isaac Asimov
According to this passage, what can we not understand? 

· we don’t totally know what God is up to

· without knowing God, we don’t see any purpose in our daily grind of work

· we don’t understand about God and His existence before “time”

· it’s beyond our explanation that God always existed (if we say that everything in our existence has a source)

Why do you think God does not tell us the whole story?
· we don’t need to know it

· we learn it as we go, as we experience it

· it would be sort of like time travel and we’d try to manipulate history

· we would try to change what God is doing – we do that as it is already 
· if we knew everything, then we wouldn’t be living by faith

3.3 Standing in Awe of God
Listen for Solomon’s conclusion of God’s purposes.
Eccles. 3:12-14 (NIV)  I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live. [13] That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil--this is the gift of God. [14] I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him.

According to these verses, what are God’s purposes for His people here on earth?

· that all people receive God’s gift of eating, drinking, working

· realization of God’s sufficiency in these areas

· realization of God’s sovereignty and authority in all of life

· our reverence and awe of who God is and what He is doing

In what way is finding satisfaction in eating, drinking, and working a gift from God?

· when you put God in first place in your life all these things fall into their rightful place

· when we submit to God’s authority, He brings order to all aspects of our lives

· then the everyday activities of work, meals, family, etc. are blessed by God and bring true joy

Why do some people want “the good life” without standing in awe of God?
· they don’t want God to be in charge of their lives

· they want to run the show … no one else

· they don’t  see God as being the one in charge

· even when He is, they cannot admit it

What would you say if your grandchild one day asked you why you keep trusting God, even when hard times come to you?

· hard times come to everyone – believers or non believers

· God helps us through those hard times

· God is the only one you can trust in hard times
· look at Job as an example of someone who had hard times and kept trusting God

What evidence would you expect to see in the life of someone who was in awe of God?

· a fervent prayer life

· someone who is quick to thank God, praise God

· someone who gives God credit for His sufficiency – in good times or bad times

· someone who has the “peace that passeth understanding” and the “joy, joy, joy, joy – down in my heart”

4. Application
4.1 We are creatures who live in and are bound by time
· The appropriateness of our actions is determined both by time and circumstances

· How can you use your time this week to build the Kingdom of God

· How can you use the circumstances of your life to glorify the Lord

4.2 God has given all  people the capacity to contemplate the eternal
· We don’t understand everything

· We can prepare ourselves for eternity

· We can point others to God’s eternal desire for their lives
4.3 God’s desire for us is well being and joy
· This happens when we conform our daily actions to His plan

· We must trust Him to guide us through the events of our lives

· This week look for things that cause you to be in awe of God’s guidance
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