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Wrestling with Stuff
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1. Motivate

What do you think is the attraction of the game show, Deal or No Deal ?
· the million dollars

· the hoping for more money than what you think/hope  you have (even though you don’t know what’s in the case you chose)
· the idea of the gambling

· the stupidity of the contestants 

· they hope beyond hope that they can deal for better than what they have or are offered by the “banker”
2. Transition

Even believers fall into the trap of pursuing happiness by accumulating riches and material goods

· this is not an “anti-wealth” lesson
· we wish to gain biblical perspective on wealth and its failure to satisfy
3. Bible Study

3.1 I Have a Lot of Stuff
Listen for all the things Solomon did.
Eccles. 2:4-11 (NIV)  I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. [5] I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. [6] I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. [7] I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me. [8] I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well--the delights of the heart of man. [9] I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me. [10] I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. [11] Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 

List the possessions identified in the passage.
· male and female slaves

· herds, flocks

· silver and gold

· treasure of kings and provinces

· men and women singers

· a harem

What about projects Solomon undertook?

· houses

· vineyards

· gardens, parks with fruit trees

· reservoirs to water the gardens

Count the number of times  Solomon used personal pronouns to refer to himself in verses 4 – 11.    
· as many as 30 times, depending on the scripture version
What does that have to say about Solomon’s outlook on life?

· self centered

· paid a lot of attention to pampering his own self

· spent lots of money, resources on pleasing himself

What motivates people to focus on continually increasing their possessions?

· older generation thinks of the depression (hoard now in case there’s another depression)

· younger generation thinks, “you only go around once, get all the gusto you can”

· we are bombarded with commercials telling us we deserve it

· some people believe they deserve it, the government (or someone) owes it to them 

· some believe that all it takes is hard work and they can be/do/have anything they want

· basic problem is sinful attitude of greed 

What conclusion did Solomon come to in verse 11?

· everything was meaningless, 
· a chasing after the wind; 
· nothing was gained under the sun.
Why do you think he felt this way?

· despite all the stuff he wasn’t truly satisfied

· stuff doesn’t ultimately satisfy

· joy and satisfaction is found more in relationships than in ownership

· God did not create us to find meaning in our acquiring more material things

· God intended that we find meaning and satisfaction and joy in knowing and serving Him

· Solomon discovered this fact after spending lots of time and resources
How can we determine how much we are basing our self-worth on personal achievements or accumulations?

· look at your checkbook or your credit card bill … where is your money going

· look at your schedule … how are you spending your time

· look at how much stuff you have that never or rarely gets used
· contrast these with how much of your resources are being spent on the Kingdom of God

3.2 I Want More Stuff

Listen for who sleeps the best!
Eccles. 5:10-14 (NIV) Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. [11] As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them? [12] The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep. [13] I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner, [14] or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when he has a son there is nothing left for him. 

What unflattering truths hold for the person who loves money? 

· never has enough

· never satisfied with income

· the more you have, the more you need

· what good does wealth do but to be able to sit and look at it

Why is money unable to bring happiness or contentment?

· that’s not the way God made us … we are deceived about the cause and effect

· God made us to find joy in knowing and living for Him

· money is just an idol that people figuratively bow down to and find no satisfaction

· only God can give us true happiness and contentment

What grievous evil did Solomon notice? 

· wealth is hoarded to the harm of its owner

· otherwise it is lost to some misfortune

· in the end nothing is left

· you cannot take it with you

· you end up working all your life for nothing

Solomon said “as good increase, so do those who consume them.”  Why do expenses rise with income?

· takes money to make money

· maintenance of our stuff ultimately costs more than acquiring the stuff

· we worry more about keeping the stuff safe
· we have to guard it, fix it, insure it

· it gets taxed more!

How can it be that wealth is “hoarded to the harm of its owner” (vs 13)?

· the act of hoarding gives you a warped perspective on life

· Solomon said it ends up wasted time and effort because it doesn’t really satisfy

· it can become an obsession, it is like an addiction

· it can eat at you and affect everything in your life, even those around you
How does love for money and possessions prevent us from having a proper perspective of wealth and possessions?

· we get sidetracked by working and pursuing wealth and possessions

· we are distracted by the commercials we watch

· we do not consciously pursue our relationship with God

· we ignore the convicting/convincing of the Holy Spirit

· these things we chase after become idols 

· this warps our attitude towards God

3.3 I Don’t Want to Leave My Stuff
Listen for why the passage ends by mentioning “the wind.”
Eccles. 5:15-16 (NIV) Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, and as he comes, so he departs. He takes nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand. [16] This too is a grievous evil: As a man comes, so he departs, and what does he gain, since he toils for the wind? 

Why does Solomon say we end up toiling for the wind?

· we  might work hard to acquire stuff during a lifetime, but you cannot take it with you

· the time we possess something is mighty short in the perspective of eternity

· acquiring material possessions has little  effect much beyond our lifetimes

· if we were able to evaluate our own acquisitions after we were gone, we would have to admit it that we worked mighty hard for not much permanent results 

· we worked for the wind – for nothing

Why do you think Solomon considered this a “grievous evil?”

· he had worked mighty hard to obtain lots of stuff

· now he finds it is for naught

· he feels cheated

· if anyone could have found satisfaction in material gain, it should have been Solomon, he had it all  
If we cannot take anything with us when we die, why do we work so hard to acquire things?

· it is how we are conditioned

· we are taught to work hard to gain wealth and power

· we don’t like to think about the alternative to living

· “living the good life” implies living and we infer that “good life” implies prosperity and acquiring stuff

How then, should we go about finding satisfaction in our work?

· work as unto the Lord

· let serving the Lord be our goal, not wealth or power or prestige

· pursue knowing God, let work be the means to accomplish God’s will for our lives

What positive outcomes can result when we “wrestle with stuff” in healthy ways?
· use our resources for the Kingdom of God

· invest in the spread of the Gospel

· love people and use things … 

· instead of loving our things and using people

· we learn to make right judgments about material possessions

4. Application
4.1 Solomon had lots of “stuff” and so do many people today
· Declare to God that He is the one to be praised and thanked for providing your material needs

· Ask God to show you all the other ways in which He has prospered you (salvation, family, friends, …)
4.2 Meditate on this epitaph from Edward Courtenay and his wife in 1419
We lived together 55 years.

That we spent, we had:

That we gave, we have:

That we left, we lost.
4.3 Remember that you cannot take it with you – none of it!
· Holding onto wealth is like trying to grab the wind

· Instead, put your resources to work in causes that advance God’s Kingdom
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