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Grace Giving

1. Motivate

What kind of reactions are typical when the pastor says, “Today the sermon is on tithing.”?

· oh, no … here we go again -- I thought we did this sermon last year – why again?
· he just wants a raise

· all those guys think about is money

· humph … how will that kind of preaching reach the lost

2. Transition

Christian ministry costs money – yet many church members give only trivial amounts out of their wealth to support ministry

( Today we study why financial participation in Gospel outreach is a good thing to do
3. Bible Study

3.1 Giving Demonstrates Sincerity
Listen for how Jesus offers an example for giving.
2 Cor. 8:8-11 (NIV)    I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. [9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.   [10] And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. [11] Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 

If the offering was so important, why didn’t Paul just command  the Corinthians to give?

· to test their sincerity of love

· wanted to compare their sincerity/earnestness with that of others
What kinds of costs are associated with spreading the gospel message around the world?

· travel for missionary personnel

· shipping their supplies

· housing costs while they are in a foreign country, other living expenses

· language training

· printing costs for literature, Bibles

· radio ministries – transmitters, antenna towers, program production

· translation costs

· building churches, training schools, hospitals, clinics

( The Good News is free, but it still costs to spread it.

What does how a person (or a church) gives reflect about that person (or church).

· the sincerity of their relationship to Christ

· the reality of their Christian experience

· how much they truly love the Lord

· recall James’ declaration that “faith without works is dead” 

What words or phrases express how Christ set an example for us? 

· grace

· he was rich (past tense)
· yet for our sakes He became poor

· result, through His poverty, you became rich

How does Christ’s example motivate you to give?

· His love was demonstrated specifically for each of us 

· He gave up being deity and became man – what a come down

· He accomplished our forgiveness, our justification

· He took upon Himself great pain and suffering, all on our behalf

The Corinthians had begun to give to the Jerusalem church a year before Paul wrote this letter.  What does the passage reveal about good intentions with regard to financial giving?
· they had good intentions – they were the first to volunteer or pledge to give

· they had, indeed started to collect the funds

· now they needed to finish – sometimes it’s hard to follow through completely

· Paul suggested they should finish with the same eagerness they had started with

· good intentions are admirable, but commitment for the long haul is the real test of sincerity

What kinds of things prevent people from finishing their well intentioned commitment?

· selfishness

· lack of love, concern

· unforeseen financial crises, reversals, economic downturn
· fear they won’t have enough

· ignorance of what God wants them to do, 

· lack of faith in God’s sufficiency

· unwilling to admit that it is God that is the ultimate source for all we have

How can joy lead to generosity, even when a person lives in poverty?

· the joy is in seeing God supply your own needs and even beyond

· then you get the joy of investing in God’s work, in the kingdom work of God

· you might not actually see what you have given get there our be used, but you know that God is using it for eternal benefits

3.2 Giving Meets Needs
Listen for a mutuality or equality principle Paul expresses.
2 Cor. 8:12-15 (NIV)  For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.   [13] Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. [14] At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, [15] as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little." 

What is it about a gift to the Lord that makes it acceptable? 

· willingness

· giving according to your means, according to what you have

· giving beyond what you are able is not expected

What end does God want our charitable giving to achieve? 
· it is NOT to make one group destitute when they give so others may have plenty

· rather that there be more of an equality

· when you are well off, you can help others who are in need

· when the situation might become reversed, they can minister to your need

What Old Testament example guides our giving? How? 
· the experience of the Children of Israel in the wilderness

· they were to gather enough manna for one day

· no matter how much they gathered, it was enough and no more

· if someone gathered excess, it was all used up

· if someone gathered a small amount, it would be sufficient

3.3 Giving Benefits the Giver
Listen for principles of giving in this passage.

2 Cor. 9:6-11 (NIV) Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. [9] As it is written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever."  10] Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

What principles of giving are stated here?

· you reap in the same proportion that you sow

· think about what you give

· don’t give out of a sense of compulsion, like you are forced to give, give with joy

Why is the comparison of our giving to farming so appropriate?

· when we give of our resources to the Lord we should consider that to be the sowing of seed

· the more we sow, the more God can cause to grow

· if we are stingy with our “seed” then we see few results

Imagine a wide, fertile field with only four cornstalks growing in it.  What does the field suggest about the farmer?

· foolish

· wasting good land, potential

· stingy with seed

· he will end up with small harvest

Note how this illustrates Paul’s words … Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly
What examples can you cite of spare and generous sowing in churches today?

	Spare Sowing
	Generous Sowing

	· not enough SS teachers for children

· 80% of work in the church done by 5% of the members

· nominating committees must beg

· some faith missionaries must travel far and wide to acquire full support
	· large percentage of participation in a building program
· helping needy families in community

· willingness to aid one another in practical ways

· giving to foreign missions


The passage says that God loves cheerful giving to His Kingdom.  Why do you think God would enjoy for us to be cheerful when we write a tithe check or put our cash into an offering envelope?

· shows our love for God

· demonstrates we are trusting God for our needs

· shows we are not being coerced, not thinking of it as another pesky bill to be paid

· you are excited to see how God uses your gift to accomplish His work

What could a reluctant giver do to become a more cheerful giver?

· talk to God as you make out that check or stuff the envelope

· pray about the use of the funds

· pray God’s blessing on the funds you give

· pray God’s blessing on the people who will be ministered to through the gift

Consider verses 8 and 11, let’s list the uses of the words “all” and “every”

· all grace

· all things 

· all times

· all you need



God does all of these

· abound in every good work

· rich in every way

· be generous on every occasion
( 
This is what God calls us to?


Which of these does God supply and which are our actions?

What does God provide, according to verse 10?   
· seed to the sower

· bread for food

· increase of your store of seed

· enlarging of your harvest of righteousness

· made rich in every way so you can be generous on every occasion

· your generosity results in thanksgiving to God

If you tithe and give some beyond that, your spendable income is lowered 10% or more.  What do these two verses have to say about the missing funds in your budget?

· you will have no lack

· whatever you need, God is sufficient to fulfill the need

· God makes up the difference … and more

· God enriches you so you can be more generous
4. Application
4.1 Like the church at Corinth, we are challenged to show love by responding to God’s love
· Demonstrate that love by your giving to gospel ministries

· Make sure to complete what you started or promised to do

4.2 The New Testament teaches proportional and sacrificial giving
· Your are challenged to give to foreign missions

· You are challenged to give to relief ministries

· As a grateful recipient of God’s grace, your gifts should be voluntarily, eagerly, and willingly given 
4.3 God promises that generous people will have enough to share with the needy
· Whether you are the giver or the recipient, you should express thanksgiving to God who is the ultimate supplier

· This week, ask God to help you have the right attitude as a giver.

We respond thankfully  to His demonstration of  love
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