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Stay the Course

1. Motivate

What is something for which you suffered wrongful punishment when you were growing up?

· thought I broke the lamp/cookie jar/window, etc.

· wasn’t me that made the noise in class, it was the kid behind me

· they didn’t believe I had the flat tire when I got in late …  I really did have the flat tire

· my brother/sister lied and blamed the mess on me

· wasn’t my fault the dog didn’t make it outside in time

· how was I to know the cat would climb Mom’s new drapes

2. Transition

Christians will sometimes suffer wrongfully as a result of their faith.

(Today we look at what Peter taught about this kind of situation.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Live Now
Listen for how we should live as believers.
1 Peter 4:1-2 (NIV)  Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. [2] As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  … 7-11   The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. [8] Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. [9] Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. [10] Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. [11] If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

What did Peter say about the person who has suffered? 

· consider it in relation to Christ’s suffering

· have the same attitude Christ did

· suffering for Christ suggests you have forsaken sin

· you decide to live your life NOT to fulfill/satisfy evil human desires

· you pursue the will of God

What kind of resolve did Jesus Christ have when he suffered?
· willing to suffer, even though it would separate Him from the Father

· did not run away from it … actually went into town, realizing it would happen

· submitted to the Father’s will, no matter what

How can we arm ourselves with the same resolve Jesus did?

· talk with the Lord often, as Jesus did with the Father

· know and claim God’s promises

· declare your resolve to God, ask Him for His power and determination 

What did Peter say was near? 

· end of all things is near

· end of life as we know it

· end of this present age

What did Peter instruct his readers to do since the end of all things was near? 

· be clear minded

· be self-controlled

· make it easier to pray

What did Peter encourage his readers to do above all? 

· love each other deeply

· love enables you to overlook another’s sins

· love covers a multitude of sins

How does love cover a multitude of sins?

· love seeks the best for someone else, with no expectation or requirement for kindness in return

· so the person to whom you show love is not nice back to you … that’s OK … 

· your desire is to minister to them, whether or not they deserve it or even appreciate it

Why is it sometimes difficult to love other believers?

· they are ornery

· they don’t believe the same way we do

· they sing off key

· they are always trying to get noticed

· they don’t love the Lord enough (or as much as I do)

Peter said “the end is near.”  How did the early church’s anticipating Christ’s soon return affect their choices and approach to life?

· they were likely active in reaching others with the Gospel

· they were careful how they lived

· they looked forward with anticipation (like we looked forward to Christmas as a kid)

How would knowing that the world was going to end this year change the way you think or act?

· be more ready

· be careful what you do, say

· be careful where you go

· be more motivated to reach unbelievers

· talk to God more often

3.2 Choose Joy
Listen for what attitude you should have if you suffer as a Christian.
1 Peter 4:12-16 (NIV)   Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. [13] But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. [14] If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. [15] If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. [16] However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 

By what were Peter’s readers not to be surprised? 

· painful trial

· suffering

· events that seem strange

What painful trials can believers go through in our society?

· normal sufferings that exist in life (illness, death, accidents, family troubles)

· made fun of

· may have job opportunities limited (a glass ceiling)

· forced to put up with situations on the job which are displeasing to God

· forced to be tolerant of ungodly activities

What even more painful trials do believers go through in some foreign countries?

· open persecution

· face threats of physical harm or even death

· children taken away

· some have been sent to “re-education” camps

· cut off from the rest of society

In what did Peter tell his readers to rejoice? 

· rejoice that you share Christ’s sufferings

· participating in Christ’s sufferings

What would participating in Christ’s suffering prepare these believers for? 

· rejoice now

· you will be overjoyed when Christ’s glory is revealed

How can participating in Christ’s suffering prepare us for His Second Coming?

· demonstrate to us the nearness of Jesus’ coming

· learn to appreciate the suffering Jesus went through for us

· learn to realize how much He loved us

What did Peter urge his readers to do if they suffered as Christians? 

· don’t be ashamed

· praise God

· praise Him that you bear the name of “Christian” even when it has a negative connotation with the world

3.3 Prepare for God’s Judgment
Listen for comments on judgment.
1 Peter 4:17-19 (NIV) For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? [18] And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" [19] So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
For what did Peter say it was time? 

· time for judgment

· time for an evaluation of our lives as believers

What should those who suffer according to God’s will do? 

· commit yourself to the Lord

· commit yourself to the faithfulness of God

· continue to do good … continue to make right choices

Why might it be God’s will for someone to suffer?

· sowing and reaping principle … abuse your body and you suffer the results

· as a testimony for someone else

· as in Job’s case, it demonstrated to others Job’s dedication to God – it was a testimony of how much Job loved the Lord

· we learn that God is sufficient even during (especially during) those times

Suppose you don’t know the “why” … what difference does it make if you know “Who” is holding your hand?

· you know God is sufficient
· you remember God’s power and authority and love

· you recall how He brought you through in the past

· you think about how in the end, God will be glorified

Consider some popular commercial jingles
· Band-Aid, 'I Am Stuck on Band-Aid and Band-Aid’s stuck on me’

· Doublemint Gum, 'Double Your Pleasure,  Double Your Fun, …’

· McDonald's, 'You Deserve a Break Today'
· Coca-Cola, 'I'd Like to Buy the World a Coke'
· Hair oil, “Use Wildroot Cream Oil Charlie, it keeps your hair in trim”

· Brylcreem, “Just a little dab will do ya’”

· Ajax, “Use Ajax the foaming cleanser, wash the dirt right down the drain”

Peter says, to “do good” and “entrust/commit yourself to God.”  How could you take those phrases and put them into one of these jingles or another that occurs to you?

· I’m stuck on doing good and God is stuck on me

· Double your blessing, double your fun … double your commitment to Jesus”

· I’d like to share my Jesus Today, I’ve committed myself to Him

· Commit yourself to Jesus, Charlie … it keeps you doing good

4. Application
4.1 Peter said “the end is near.”  It is nearer still, today.
· Let that reality change the  way you live.
· Set your priorities accordingly.

· As Peter admonished, love one another and minister with the Spiritual Gift God has given you

4.2 Christians should not be surprised at persecution
· When it happens, know that you are identifying yourself with Christ

· Rejoice that you will share in Christ’s glory

· Never be ashamed of suffering because you are a Christian
4.3 God wants His people to be faithful even unto death.
· If you see persecution in your life or your family’s, entrust yourselves to the hands of a faithful God

· Pray for believers around the world who struggle with severe persecution
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