7/17/2011
Personal Relationship

1. Motivate
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What are some symbols of freedom?
· national flag

· Statue of Liberty

· the national bird, the eagle  (Ben Franklin wanted it to be the turkey!)

· Liberty Bell

· Uncle Sam

2. Transition

Today ( we look at spiritual freedom

We consider how to build it through relating to God
3. Bible Study

3.1 Freedom Gained
Listen for how we become sons of God.
Galatians 4:1-7 (NIV)    What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. [2] He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. [3] So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. [4] But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, [5] to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. [6] Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." [7] So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

Let’s note descriptions of child/slave and sons.
	Child (slave)
	Sons

	· might be the heir to an estate

· while a child, no different from slave

· has no rights

· subject to guardians and trustees

· similar to being slaves in sin

· have no spiritual rights
	· has full rights

· redeemed by Jesus’ death and resurrection

· no longer a child (slave)

· have God’s Spirit in  our hearts

· now made heirs


Before the Galatians became Christians how were they like slaves?

· they could do nothing to solve our sin sickness

· they cannot escape the penalty of sin

· they are not able to do what they knew to be the right thing

· they are not able to resist what they knew to be the wrong thing (Romans 7)

How did the coming of Jesus perfectly satisfy the requirements of the Law? 

· Jesus was fully human

· lived among humans subject to the law

· redeemed those under the law, set us free from sin’s power

· we now can receive full rights as “sons”, no longer have status as children/slaves

In a previous class Paul compared the law to a prison warden.  Here, a  supervisor or trustee.  How does each aspect help you understand God’s law?

· we are imprisoned by the law, cannot escape it

· we are also shown what our problem is (sinfulness)

· it points us in the right direction – has the solution

· keeps us aware of God’s intent, what pleases God

What did God finally do to release us from our slavery?

· God sent His Son

· Jesus was born of a woman 
( He was fully human

· Born under the law

( He lived a perfect life as a Jew

· He redeemed us


( set us free from the slavery to sin

· He gives us full rights of sons

In what ways had “the time fully come?”

· common language, Greek

· very expressive language

· relative peace across the middle east, southern Europe

· transportation available

· dispersion of Jews

· Paul always started in synagogue, 

· Christianity grew out of the Jewish religion

· More important ( God chose the time … in His sovereign wisdom

In what ways do we experience freedom in our relationship with Christ?

· freedom from penalty of sin

· from power of sin which enslaves us

· eventually freedom from presence of sin

· freedom to serve the Lord

What benefits of an heir of God do believers experience in this life?

· God’s presence in our lives (through the person of the Holy Spirit)

· God’s power at work in our lives

· Jesus interceding for us

· we receive grace … God’s favors that we don’t deserve

· we receive mercy … God withholds the punishment (death) that we truly deserve

What benefits of an heir of God do believers experience in eternity?

· eternity in God’s presence

· a heavenly home

· worship God forever, with Christians of every race, nationality, people group

· eternal blessings and joy

3.2 Forgiveness Received
Listen for comments on light and darkness
1 John 1:5-9 (NIV)   This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. [6] If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. [7] But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.   [8] If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

What message did the writer hear and declare? 

· God is light

· in God is no darkness

What inconsistency did John address in verse 6? 

· someone who claims to have fellowship with God

· at the same time walks in darkness

· such a person lies

· they do not live by truth

What results from “walking in the light”? 

· contrast with the person of verse 6

· results in fellowship with fellow believers

· Jesus’ shed blood purifies us from all sin

What do you think the terms “light” and “darkness” represent?

	Light
	Darkness

	· God’s Truth

· who God is

· God’s righteousness, justice

· God’s holiness
	· sin

· unrighteousness

· lack of God’s truth

· evil


In what way do we sometimes “walk in darkness”?

· we act out of our sinful nature

· we commit sins

· we ignore God’s Truth

· we make bad choices

· we hurt one another or ourselves

· we close our eyes to what we know is right

· From A. W. Tozer, Sin, I repeat, in addition to anything else it may be, is always an act of wrong judgment. To commit a sin a man must for the moment believe that things are different from what they really are; he must confound values; he must see the moral universe out of focus; he must accept a lie as truth and see truth as a lie; he must ignore the signs on the highway and drive with his eyes shut; he must act as if he had no soul and was not accountable for his moral choices.

How can we “walk in the light”?

· expose yourself to God’s Truth, Scripture

· apply the Truth you read there

· daily communication with God … He talks to you, you talk to Him

3.3 Love Embraced
What is an example of when you went out of your way to let your child know that you love him/her?

· special birthday party

· special gift

· prayer, hug and kiss each night at bed time

· send them off to school each day with an “I love you”

Listen for how God shows His love.
1 John 3:1-3 (NIV)   How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. [2] Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

How has the Father lavished love upon believers? 

· we are called God’s children

· and we actually are God’s children

· God considers us so

Why doesn’t the world know  Christians are God’s children? 

· cannot know or understand or approve of Christians

· they don’t know Christ

· only natural that they would not agree with us

· in a sense we should not even be surprised

What is so great about being a child of God?

· inherit God’s riches

· God’s protection of His children

· experience a special family Father-child relationship (even if your earthly father was not loving)

· experience His love

What will happen to the children of God when they see Christ?  What lies ahead for God’s children?

· we will become different

· we shall be like Him

· we will see Him as He really is

· something we are incapable of in this life

How should that affect how we live now?

· anticipation of God’s work in eternity

· want to share with others your excitement

· work to fulfill the Great Commission

· allow God to begin his work, making you like Him, right now

4. Application
4.1 God is active in history … both in the past, now, and in the future
· His most significant work in history was done in the person of Jesus Christ

· His purpose was/is to redeem sinners, to adopt believers into His family

· Share with someone this week how they can be one of God’s children

4.2 Some people live a life of darkness … God makes possible a life full of light
· Expose yourself to God’s light – no need of “Son-screen” here

· As God’s Truth reveals your need – repent, confess, receive His forgiveness by faith
4.3 Christians have confident hope of Christ’s return.
· Allow this hope to motivate you to live for Christ every day until He returns

· Ask God how you can hasten His return by your participation in the worldwide spread of the Gospel message
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