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Personal Checklist

1. Motivate

If you could change any law, what law would you change?
· gravity??
· aging 

· speed laws

· drinking age

· driving age

· so called constitutional issue of separation of church and state

· state mandated testing of public school children

· recent health reform laws

2. Transition

Most laws are beneficial … they keep us safe, they promote order in the land

Today ( we look at God’s Law 

· What was its purpose?

· What was not its purpose?
3. Bible Study

3.1 Forgetting Faith
What have you tried to do, only to later realize there was an easier way?

· cook a certain meal

· drive to a certain destination

· do some sort of auto maintenance or repair

· launch/retrieve a boat

· start your lawn mower

Consider how it made you feel afterwards … foolish, angry, silly …

Listen for an easier way Paul communicates to the Galatians.
Galatians 3:1-3 (NIV)   You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. [2] I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? [3] Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 

Why did Paul scold the Galatians? 

· they had been “bewitched”

· as  if a magician had cast an evil spell

· they had been purposefully confused

· Jesus was clearly portrayed as crucified … now you’re acting as if convinced it didn’t happen or didn’t have meaning

What rhetorical question did Paul ask? 

· how did you receive the Holy Spirit?

· was it by keeping the Jewish law

· was it by faith in what you heard

Paul is telling them they had received salvation by faith, now they were trying to continue on in their Christian life by a collection of certain actions.

What rules were very important in churches where you attended or where you grew up … things that seemed like criteria for how good a Christian you were?

· no movies

· no dancing … (bowling, roller skating, “submarine races”,  etc.)

· no smoking or drinking (or go with boys/girls who do)

· certain activities forbidden on Sunday

· certain kinds of music frowned upon

· no makeup or jewelry for women

· certain “dress code” expected for Sunday services

· faithful attendance of Sunday School, worship services, youth group
How did (does) keeping certain “religious laws” ensure someone’s salvation?

· if you didn’t keep them, you must not be a Christian

· you please God if you do these things

· what would happen if the Lord returned and there you were, in the movie (dance, bar, bowling alley, etc.)?

· rock and roll music is the Devil’s tool to ruin your spiritual life – don’t let that happen

Paul said that the easier way was faith … why do you suppose the Galatians thought “works” was the easier way (as we do sometimes today)?

· someone had convinced them, misled them
· good works are tangible, observable

· faith/belief can be abstract, un-measurable, un-countable

· you get the impression that you can do something to please God

· you also can pile up the good works and consider yourself  “better” or “more righteous” than someone else – not possible with simple faith

Why is it somewhat of an insult to Christ when we follow a checklist of regulations in an effort to gain His favor?

· we set aside what He did in dying on the cross

· we imply that what He did was not enough

· we declare that we can do better to please God than Jesus did

· we imply that we didn’t need what Jesus did, we can be good on our own

( Consider that trusting God, listening to Him, being interested in what He says, making Him  the most important part of your life … these are what please the Lord

3.2 Pursuing a Religious Checklist
Listen for Paul’s description of the curse of the law.
Galatians 3:10-14 (NIV)   All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." [11] Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." [12] The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them." [13] Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." [14] He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 
So who is accursed, according to what Paul says here?

· cursed is everyone who does not do everything written in the Book of the Law

Think of some situations that cannot be both/and … they must be either/or … there is no in-between.

· dead vs. alive

· pregnant or not pregnant

· married or single

Paul is saying that you either go with works or faith.  Why is combining faith and Law impossible? 

· you are not justified by the law

· it is by faith that one is justified

· the law is not based on faith

· Vs. 12 "If you wish to find life by obeying the law, you must obey all of its commands." 

What examples can you give of the futility of pursuing a religious rule list as a means of achieving salvation?

· you always end up failing

· how can you know all the rules

· does it include all the Jewish sacrificial and dietary laws?

· is it the same set of rules for everyone around the world?

· must I live by someone else’s rule list (which I believe is too strict)?

· what if they don’t believe in the same list I do … will they not be saved?

How does Christ save people from the curse of the Law? 

· the law pronounces a curse

· Christ took upon Himself the curse we deserved

· he became a curse for us


( Consider how redemption helps you see the law in a whole new way …
· The Law shows us God’s heart

· It guides our behavior, but God must empower us

· Jesus demonstrated following God’s commands – He too was empowered by the Spirit

3.3 Embracing Faith in Christ
Listen for something the law does for us.
Galatians 3:19-27 (NIV)   What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. [20] A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one.   [21] Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. [22] But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.       [23] Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. [24] So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. [25] Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.     [26] You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, [27] for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

According to Paul, what was the purpose of the Law? 

· added because of transgressions

· was in place until Christ came

· was meant to inform us of our need, our sin problem

· would inform us that we had transgressed God’s standard

Why did God give both the Law and promises? 

· the law is not in opposition to God’s promises

· the law cannot impart life

· Scripture (the Law) declares the whole world is a prisoner of sin

· Scripture (God’s promises) that life can be received by faith in Christ

What freedom did faith in Christ bring? (3:23-25)

· the law was like a schoolmaster, pointing out our need

· it pointed to Christ, lead us to Him

· now that we can trust in what Christ has done we are no longer under the supervision of this “schoolmaster”

What does it mean to have “faith in Christ?”  How do you describe this to a 5th grader?

· not to trust your own good works

· rather to trust in what Christ has done

· to believe what God says about sufficiency of death of Christ which provides forgiveness

How do our lives demonstrate that we are “clothed” with Christ?

· like removing an old garment, putting on a new one

· Consider Ephes. 4:22-24 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;  [23] to be made new in the attitude of your minds;  [24] and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

· your life is changed

· old actions, attitudes are gone

· replaced by fruit of the Spirit – love,  joy, peace, goodness, kindness, patience …

4. Application
4.1 Consider how you might occasionally lose focus on what Jesus did on the cross.
· Upholding standards are important, but are not the determining factor of your salvation

· Ask the Lord to help you have the correct attitude towards the “do’s and don’ts” of our Christian culture

4.2 All who rely on the law for salvation are under the curse of divine judgment

· Christ became a curse for us by dying a sinner’s death

· This week, thank the Lord each day for redeeming you, freeing you from the curse of the law

4.3 The law was given to show people their sinful condition.
· Both Old and New Testaments act as “teachers” which guide us, supervise, discipline and prepare us for the coming of Christ

· Act for God’s help to faithfully read and apply God’s Truth in your life each day
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