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A Lifestyle of Sacrifice

1. Motivate

To what charities or special causes do you like giving, even giving sacrificially?

· Lottie Moon Missions offering

· church building program

· March of Dimes

· United Way

· Red Cross

· rescue mission 

· charities which work towards healing of diseases … cancer, liver problems, diabetes, etc. 

2. Transition

Today ( We look at what Scripture says about sacrifice – its definition and practice.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Define Sacrifice
Listen for what Jesus demands of potential followers.
Luke 9:23-24 (NIV) Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. [24] For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. Luke 9:57-62 (NIV) As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." [58] Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." [59] He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." [60] Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." [61] Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." [62] Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 
What are the conditions for discipleship with Jesus? 

· deny yourself

· take up one’s cross daily

· follow Jesus
What seeming contradiction does Jesus declare about life?

· if you try to save your life, you will lose it

· if you lose your life for Jesus you will save it

What do you think Jesus meant by trying to save your life?

· pursue financial gain

· try to make it big in business

· try to gain power in business or politics

· work hard at being popular

What then did he mean by losing your life for Him?  In what ways can you do this?

· give up your life in surrender to Jesus

· follow Him

· forsake the pursuit of power, popularity, material gain and serve the Lord

What was Jesus’ reply to the first man’s statement of devotion of following Him wherever He would go?

· foxes have their holes

· birds have nests

· I don’t have a home to return to

How did Jesus respond to the obligations of family life? 

· let the dead bury their own dead

· you should go and proclaim the kingdom (rule) of God

· don’t put your hand to the plow and then look back

What do you think He meant by these statements?

· family responsibilities cannot be an excuse

· your priority should be spiritual things

· sometimes that means setting normal relationships aside for a time

· don’t back off from what God is calling you to

Why do you think Jesus so abrupt in His response?  Why might Jesus query someone in a similar manner today

· he wanted the man to realize the gravity of the decision

· he wanted him to know that there was more to being His follower than just being along for the ride to see the miracles

· some people commit to following and serving Jesus but don’t realize the “cost” or the level of commitment required

· Following Jesus is serious business, not to be entered into lightly

· enthusiasm alone does not take you through the hard work and opposition that you can face

What kind of personal comforts are important to our lives in our culture today?

· a nice car

· a pleasant home

· an attractive yard

· enjoyable hobbies and free time

· home entertainment, movies

· major vacation expenses

· social gatherings

How can these things hold us back from following Jesus more completely?

· we know we may have to give them up completely or curtail them drastically

· the time and energy required to serve the Lord take away from hobby and relaxation time

· friends may not understand if we were to no longer join them for sports or social outings

Consider … which of these things (or something else) would be the hardest to sacrifice to follow Christ?

3.2 Demonstrate Sacrifice
Listen for a an example of sacrifice.
Luke 21:1-4 (NIV)  As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. [2] He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. [3] "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. [4] All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." 

 What did Jesus notice at the temple? 

· people putting their gifts into the temple treasury

· rich people

· poor widow put in 2 small copper coins

How did Jesus use this situation as an opportunity to teach His followers?

· Jesus noted that the widow had put in more than all the others

· rich people gave gifts out of their wealth (a little bit of their “extra fat”)

· she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on

In what ways would her 2 penny gift be more that the gifts of the wealthy people?

· percentage wise of their net worth

· in her attitude – she wanted all she had to belong to God

· they didn’t miss any of what they gave, she would be totally dependent on God

Why do you think the widow gave all the money that she had to live on?

· gratitude

· she loved the Lord that much

· she depended on the Lord to supply her needs

· He did it before, He could do it again

How might she be criticized by the world for what she did?

· how is she going to live?

· certainly God does not expect someone like this to be required to give!

· not even the IRS makes people at that kind of poverty level pay taxes

· she’ll just be dependent on society now

· another person on welfare!

· why doesn’t she get a job?

Why didn’t Jesus think any of these things?

· He knew her heart

· He knew she gave out of love and dependence on God

· He knew her motives

· He knew that she had sacrificed, the others had not

· He could see her trust in God

( God measures giving according to the spirit or motive with which the gift is given!

3.3 Repeat Sacrifice
Listen for an important commitment called for in this passage.
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [2] Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

How do people properly worship God? 

· in view of God’s mercy

· offer your bodies as a living sacrifice

· this is holy, pleasing to God

· it is a spiritual act of worship

How is the Christian to be different from unbelieving people? 

· don’t be squeezed into the pattern/mold of the world

· instead be transformed

· allow God to renew your mind

· this enables you to know and to do God’s will

· this pleases God

· this is the perfect life

Sacrifices offered in the temple were animals who were killed.  What do you think a “living sacrifice” is?

· obviously still alive

· given over to God

· given to God for His purposes … to do as He wishes while one is still alive

In what ways are we tempted to conform or be influenced by what is going on around us?

· the news media implies certain ideologies

· our friends who pressure us to go along with them in certain activities

· our desire to belong to the group so we talk and act and dress like them

· entertainment media shows how the “cool people” or the in crowd act

How can a Christian renew his or her mind?

· focus on who Jesus is and what He has done

· daily reading and application of  God’s Word to our lives

· communication with God often … even moment by moment

· give up, decrease input from the world

How does the renewing of our minds change our actions?
· when we “feed” our minds on God’s Word, God’s Truth, we then have the correct information or input to make wise decisions
· our actions follow from the attitudes and mindset we have internalized

· the things we think about affect what we say, what we do
4. Application
4.1 Self-denial has to do with how you see yourself in light of love for God and others.
· Following Christ is voluntary and involves sacrifice

· Ask God what He would have you sacrifice in order to follow Him more faithfully

4.2 Scripture calls for people of faith to give sacrificially
· This week consider how you are giving

· Is it sacrificial or is it just a little bit of your extra?

· Pray about what God would have you to do this year – not only money but time and talents
4.3 Consider what Jesus sacrificed for you
· Ask yourself how you can be a living sacrifice

· Allow God to transform you
· Pray that you will be renewed to do God’s will
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