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Life Together

1. Motivate

What are some reasons people come to church?

· see their friends

· worship

· make contacts for business

· fellowship

· meet other singles of like mind

· good preaching/teaching

What are some reasons people quit coming to church?  

· feel it is boring

· they were forced to go as a young person and this is their way of throwing off authority

· it is too convicting

· they would rather spend Sundays golfing or boating or whatever
2. Transition

Today ( we look at why connecting with a local church is so important.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Identify with the Church
Listen for an amazing result to Peter’s preaching.

Acts 2:41-42 (NIV)  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  [42] They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

What effect did Peter’s sermon have? 

· accepted his message

· were baptized

· joined the church
What were the activities of the early church?

· devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles

· involved in fellowship with other believers

· broke bread together (regular meals and/or Lord’s Supper celebrations)

· prayed together

Conversion and baptism are commitments to radically break with a selfish life.  How so?

· you agree with God you are inherently sinful – not easy to do when you think you are a good guy

· you must repent (turn away) from sinful (selfish) living

· you are commanded to be baptized … a humbling (even embarrassing) experience

Why might a person in a primitive and idol worshiping culture find significant meaning in obeying Christ’s command to be baptized?

· shows a distinctive and definite step away from heathen worship to Christianity

· demonstrates outwardly to everyone the spiritual choice of repentance and faith in Christ

· it is an act that is decidedly different from cultural practice

· it is not done for social acceptance or just because it is something many people in the culture do

· it specifically identifies the new believer with their new faith

( Note that we should take careful thought about baptism and it’s meaning in the same way that new believers in a heathen culture might do
How are church activities different today from the description we read here?

· we have music

· preaching and teaching in different settings

· we have what has been called Sunday School (which is not described in the Bible)

· we have paid, full time staff

· variety of ministries (radio, TV, bus ministries, making home calls, witnessing, revival meetings)

We have so many avenues for learning these days – why is it necessary to go to church for teaching?  Why not just watch a good sermon or Bible study on TV or on a video or online?

· you learn better in a group

· you learn better face to face

· you need the accountability of fellow believers

· we need the fellowship – isolation is bad for us

How can you tell when someone is devoted to something?

· that’s how they spend their time

· they spend money on their devotion

· they think about it often

· they talk about it 

So what’s the difference between going to church and being devoted to the church?

· involvement

· expending of resources

· you support the work of the church with your time and your money and your talents

· you tell others why you like to be involved in church ministry
· participation in church ministries

Consider how sporadic involvement with other believers speaks to a lack of devotion to the Body of Christ, the Church.

3.2 Experience the Church
Listen for some of the characteristics of the early church.

Acts 2:43-47 (NIV)   Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. [44] All the believers were together and had everything in common. [45] Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. [46] Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, [47] praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

According to this passage, what kinds of activities describe the early New Testament church?

· devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching

· they fellowshipped together

· they broke bread (had meals) together

· they prayed together

· it was an awesome time, many wonders and miracles were done by the apostles

· people pooled their resources for the needy

· there was lots of praising God

· unbelievers looked with favor on the church

· the church grew numerically

Why do you think it is important that a church be devoted both to God and to one another?

· Jesus reiterated the two greatest commandments

a. Love God with all of your being

b. Love your neighbor as yourself

· Jesus also said that people would know we belong to Him by our love for one another

· we are the Body of Christ … each member of the body ministers to the benefit of each other member

· Christ is the Head of the Body … we are guided by the Head

What are some specific ways in which a healthy church demonstrates true fellowship?

· get together socially

· care for one another

· minister to one another’s needs

· when someone has trouble, instead of bad mouthing them or making fun, we come to their aid

· prayer support of on another

· we laugh together, cry together, rejoice together, grieve together

Why would people (either churched or unchurched) be attracted to a church that exercises healthy fellowship?

· they get the “warm fuzzies” at that kind of place 

· support, friendship – that’s what people need

· the world declares friendship and fellowship, but it is with a selfish interest,  not with God’s kind of love – love that has the other person’s interests at heart

3.3 Commit to the Church
Listen for what should happen when we are together in church.
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NIV)  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. [24] And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

What kind of behavior should believers in Christ exhibit toward one another? (10:24-25)

· spur one another on toward love and good deeds

· encourage one another

· challenge, exhort one another

· hold accountable

· confront in love

· model, teach each other
Why are good deeds or good works an outgrowth of being concerned for one another?

· if you are truly concerned about someone, you will put those feelings into actions

· concern is demonstrated by actually doing something

· we will do good things, things which help the other person

Someone says to you … It seems to me these days, that most people are just playing church. Just going through the motions. There is no passion. No love for Jesus.”
Our passage says “let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess.”  How do you help them manage their frustration based on this verse?

· God’s Truth is reality, no matter what people say or how they feel

· if it upsets this person, certainly it causes sadness to the Lord – pray with this person for the folks he’s talking about

· pray together that God will give you both that passion and love for Jesus

· people who disappoint us will always be around

· join together with those who demonstrate their faith positively

How do we encourage commitment without slipping into legalism?

· teach God’s Truth – the Holy Spirit will convict/convince

· encourage one another, don’t demand or command

· model a life of commitment

· provide a variety of ways in which people can commit to service, ministry, involvement
· use positive reinforcement – praise and thanks for participation

· avoid putting people down for neglecting church

· make church so exciting and interesting, they won’t want to miss
4. Application
4.1 The church is a fellowship
· In the days ahead, invite someone from the church to your home for a meal

· Let at least one guest be someone you don’t know well

· Plan ahead not only the meal but questions you can ask that will help your guests feel both welcome and comfortable

4.2 As Christians, we belong to one another because we belong to Christ
· We will be concerned for the needy, we will be generous

· Find out what kind of benevolent ministry your church has

· Become involved in reaching out to those in need
4.3 Believers must not provoke others to anger but provoke them to good works
· This week, find someone to encourage 

· Challenge someone to a Bible memorization plan – you will work at it with them, practicing together, checking up on each other
Be careful to keep this on the general reasons people quit give up on church … not why they left some church  because of what they didn’t like
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