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Life in Light of Eternity


1. Motivate

In what ways is greed such a big deal at this time of year?
· preparing for big meals

· our gluttony at those big meals

· planning for “Black Friday”

· kids pouring over toy catalogs

· planning for parties – who to invite, what to wear

· balancing what you received from a person last year for Christmas and what you should give them this year 

· self-indulgence … if someone doesn’t buy me that gift, I’ll buy it for myself

2. Transition

Today ( we want to contrast our tendencies for greed with a look at eternal values

3. Bible Study

3.1 What Life Is Not
Listen for a warning Jesus gives.
Luke 12:13-15 (NIV)  Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  [14] Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" [15] Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 

What did the man in the crowd ask Jesus to do?

· intervene in a personal, family money squabble

· act as an arbitrator between the man and his brother
What do you suppose prompted the man to even ask this question?

· he saw Jesus as one with authority

· he considered Jesus to be a wise and fair teacher

· he wanted the money!

Why do you think Jesus refused to act as a judge or arbiter?

· didn’t know the circumstances

· wasn’t really His purpose or ministry

· He couldn’t get bogged down in issues of that nature

According to Jesus, what a deeper issue the man should be warned about?

· the man might have had a problem with covetousness, with greed

· the man was concerned more about the abundance of  possessions than about relationships and knowing God

What are some things other than money and possessions for which people can be greedy?

· power

· influence

· fame

· position

· honor

· control

Just what is “greed”?

· excessive desire to acquire more possessions

· in the scriptures it is always considered a vice, never praised as a virtue

· contrast with the worldview,  which says the person who can acquire the most possessions is the winner

· Paul warned Titus of this kind of problem,  1 Tim. 6:9 (NIV)  People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

Jesus is saying that wanting all of these things is a great mistake … why so?

· life is really much more than gaining these things, these qualities

· our focus is too often on the material, rather than the spiritual

· that is how the world lives, not how believers are to live

How might greed affect our decisions regarding the distribution of our assets after death

· you might try to take it with you!?

· you base your gifts on who has been nice to you

· you often change your will based on your anger at various people

· you use the will as a way to get back at relatives (Consider The Testament by John Grisham)

What does it mean to “watch out” for greed?  What steps can believers take to “be on guard” against greed?

· be sure to practice tithing (and beyond)

· claim the Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, self-control, gentleness, faithfulness

· ask God to show you ways in which you can share from your abundance

Is saving money the same as being greedy?

· according to a Larry Burkett study, “no”
· hoarding is different from saving

· saving is setting aside money that you know you will need for a future eventuality (car repairs, insurance bills, yearly expenses)

· greed would be partly an attitude issue – that ongoing desire to get more, feeling you never have enough

3.2 A Lose-Lose Situation
Listen for why God called this man a fool.
Luke 12:16-21 (NIV) And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. [17] He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' [18] "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 
What is the man NOT condemned for?

· being rich

· having good crops

· storing harvest

· he was not dishonest or lazy, he did not exploit others

What was the contrast between the rich man’s thoughts and God's declaration and question to him.

	The man’s thoughts
	God's declaration, question

	· I’ll build bigger barns and store all my grain and goods

· I’ve got plenty for many years

· take it easy, eat, drink, be merry

· note all the uses of “I” and “my”
	· you are a fool

· this very night your life is demanded of you

· who will get all the stuff you’ve prepared for yourself (not you)

· he is NOT “rich towards God”


Why did God refer to him as a “fool?”  

· note that there is no mention of any relationship with God or concern for others

· he assumed he could buy security with money

· he assumed he would live more or less forever

What do you think God  meant by the term “rich toward God”?

· not preoccupied with laying up treasure in earth

· rather, laying up treasure in heaven

· making “eternal investments”

· having a right relationship with God

· having a right relationship with others

How do we make eternal investments?

· giving of our resources to spiritual ministries

· sharing God's plenty in ways that will minister to needs of those whose lives will go on to count for eternity

3.3 A Win-Win Situation
Listen for how Paul was ready to live, but willing to die.
Philip. 1:21-26 (NIV)   For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. [22] If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! [23] I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; [24] but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. [25] Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, [26] so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. 

Contrast what Paul says about his concerns for the Kingdom of God, versus his concerns for his own life.

	Personal Concerns
	Concerns for God's Kingdom

	· death is gain (done with physical struggles)

· desire to depart, be with Christ

· better to be with Christ in heaven

· done with burden of ministry
	· necessary to remain in the body

· means fruitful labor

· progress and joy in the faith of members in the churches

· Joy of Christ will overflow for believers


What kinds of things keep a Christian from enjoying the life in Christ that Paul seemed to demonstrate?

· pursuit of the wrong kinds of goals

· lack of daily connection with God
· spending too many resources on temporal things … “stuff”

What are some things that you thought you’d like to have, but ended up only being used a short time or you decided you didn’t like it – it only had temporary value?

· a musical instrument

· an electronic device

· a piece of clothing

· sports equipment

What are some examples of pursuits that have eternal value?

· helping others

· involvement in church ministries – from teaching to helping with maintenance

· witnessing

· financial support of missionaries

· prayer support for missionaries

How does a person come to value kingdom concerns over personal concerns?

· daily walk with Jesus … reading God's Word, communicating with Him

· purpose, choose to become involved in the spread of the Good News

· praying for Kingdom ministries

· involvement in Kingdom ministries

· becoming aware of the variety of outreach ministries … locally, nationally, world wide

4. Application
4.1 The man who asked Jesus to judge had allowed greed to cause family discord and separation
· Ask God to help you not to let greed control your life

· This holiday season, remember that having lots of things does not lead to the good life

4.2 The rich man’s motto was “take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself”
· His purpose in life was the abundance of possessions

· As a devotional exercise write a personal motto that would reflect eternal values
· Then live by that motto
4.3 When you go to the store this week …
· Compare an item you want to buy with the value of knowing Christ, the value of eternal life

· Invest this year in eternal life by giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions
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