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In the Presence of God

1. Motivate
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Consider the fill in the blank statement, “Marriage is________.”    What are some ways our current society might complete this statement?

· now often considered temporary

· same sex marriages

· armed conflict

· not necessary – just live together

· old fashioned

· means the wife must submit to the husband

2. Transition

Our culture’s views do not change God’s design for marriage.

( Today we look at how both individuals and the institution of marriage is created by God – according to His design

· Humanity needs marriage – the sacred relationship between one man and one woman

· Committing to God’s design makes marriages satisfying and society stronger
3. Bible Study

3.1 Male and Female
Listen for plural pronouns and what they imply.
Genesis 1:26-28 (NIV)  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."   [27] So God created man in his own image,   in the image of God he created him;        male and female he created them.  [28]   God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

What do the verses say about how God created man? 

· let us make man in our image

· in our likeness

· let them rule over fish, birds, livestock

· let them rule over all the earth, over all creatures

· male and female

What is different about the creation of man and the creation of the other creatures?
· man has rule over the other creatures

· there is no mention of male and female animals, just of man and woman

What instructions did God give the man and woman after he created them? (1:28)

· be fruitful

· increase in number

· fill the earth

· subdue it

· rule over the animals

God showed from the beginning His intention for two distinct types of humans – male and female.  Why is that distinction so specifically vital in our world today?

· some people are trying to change God’s designs to fit their own desires

· it is important to hold to biblical standards, not re-invent one’s own standards

· if we deny God’s design and standards on one issue, then we leave ourselves open on other issues

How should we respond when views contrary to God’s plan (stated here) are presented?

· politely disagree

· point out what Scripture states

· do not reject the person who hold’s this view, politely reject their view or belief

· be ready to be made fun of, declared a homophobe or gay-hater

What does the creation story reveal about God’s character?

· God’s power, authority

· God’s creativity 

· God’s wisdom

· God’s attention to detail (the balance of nature, the ecology, 

What is the meaning of mankind being created in the image and likeness of God?

· it does not mean that we are deities, gods 

· we have a soul

· we are spiritual beings as well as physical

· we have the capability to have a personal relationship with God

· we have some of the same characteristics – intelligence, free will, emotions

· we are creative
How does the fact that people are made in God’s image affect the way you feel about yourself?

· we are fearfully and wonderfully made

· God values what I am like

· I should value what I am like

· God has a purpose for our lives

· God wants to have a relationship with me – how neat is that?

3.2 Something’s Missing in Paradise
Listen for what God says about man being alone.
Genesis 2:7 (NIV)    the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.  2:15-20 (NIV)   The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. [16] And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; [17] but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  [18] The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."  [19] Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. [20] So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.   But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 

According to this passage, how did God create man? 

· formed man from the dust of the ground

· breathed into his nostrils the breath of life

· the man became a living being

· at first we were just matter, assembled from chemical elements within the creation

· then God acted to give us life
What is the significance that God created man and “breathed into him the breath of life”?

· initially God assembled elements and compounds of what was found on earth (water, minerals, proteins, etc.)

· then God acted to give the “breath of life” the spark that makes us alive

· jump started the process of the brain waves, the heartbeat, the blood flow, etc.

· this is where man receives his soul, his spirit – receives both physical and spiritual existence
List everything that God gave to the man Adam.

· gave him a place to live, the garden

· gave him the task to take care of the garden

· gave him limitations (don’t eat of this tree)

· gave him the task of naming the animals

· gave him a wife, a suitable helper and compatriot

In what way is work a gift?

· gives a person a sense of accomplishment

· a sense of worth

· allows one  to contribute

· shows that God values our participation

· otherwise, you just set around and “veg”! 

What did God say was not good? (2:18)

· not good for man to be alone

· to remedy this, I will make a helper for him

What does the fact that it was not good for man to be alone tell us about the importance of relationships?

· God knew that being alone was less than optimum

· in a sense, that is why He created humankind – He desired fellowship, relationship with someone who would choose to be with Him

How can the God-given need for fellowship be met regardless of our marital status?

· within the Body of Christ (the Church) we have fellowship

· the members of the Body minister to one another

· when one member is in need, the other members exercise their spiritual gifts and work together to meet that need

· this is true no matter what one’s marital status

· the Church is also a good place to meet potential marital partners

3.3 While He Was Sleeping
Listen for how Eve’s creation was different from Adam’s.
Genesis 2:21-22 (NIV)  So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. [22] Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

How did God create woman?

· caused the man to fall into a deep sleep

· while he slept, removed a rib, closed up the incision

· then made a woman from the rib out of the man

Note that God brought Eve to Adam.  What does this suggest about choosing a spouse?
· God’s plan for us is good

· If we seek His will, He will guide our paths to the right person

· if we take matters into our own hands we might make poor choices

· pray that our children, our grandchildren will be open to God’s direction in their choices
· pray that within their marriage, they will be submissive to God and to each other

On what attributes of God were Adam and Eve forced to trust?
· God’s wisdom, God’s power, God’s sovereignty
· God’s love

· God’s insight into their needs

How did God bring you together with your spouse?  If you are unmarried, tell about how God brought your parents together.

· met in college

· grew up together in high school

· lived in the same neighborhood


for believers … nothing is by chance
· met at church camp

· a blind date set up by mutual friends

What does God’s creating the woman from a part of the man (his rib) say about the relationship God wants for the husband and wife?

· they are to be united

· vs. 24 says they are to be “one flesh”

· their union is to draw them together so that they become, in essence one unit

· they complement each other

· the skills and abilities of each is need by the other partner

· consider that couples who’s marriages have grown close over the years are often thinking the same thoughts, responding in the same way to a question or comment

4. Application
4.1 Marriage is sacred
· This week, thank God for creating you and each member of your family in His image

· Tell God you are trusting Him for His blessings on all your family relationships – parents, siblings, spouse, children

4.2 God designed us to experience relationships 
· Thank God for the Christian relationships in your life

· If you feel alone, ask God to guide you to Christian friends

· Pray that the people your children or grandchildren associate with will be godly influences on them and vice versa
4.3 We must trust God with our lives
· Live in complete confidence that He will work out His plans for us concerning relationships like marriage

· If you are single, pray for the person God has for you

· If you have children or grandchildren, pray for the people they will date and the people they will marry
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