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“I Take You”

1. Motivate

What is your concept of an ideal dinner?
· quiet time together

· no kids around / lots of family around

· candle light, soft music

· favorite food (steak or pizza or seafood or turkey and dressing, etc.)

If you don’t achieve that ideal on a particular occasion, why do you not give up trying?

· circumstances vary, maybe next time

· you can always work to improve something

· maybe your preference changes the next time, maybe you’ll be in a different mood

2. Transition

Consider that when our marriage situation is not ideal you shouldn’t give up trying

· circumstances affect our feelings

· our feelings can sometimes affect the circumstances

Today … we look at what God says about how we should keep trying, keep working at our marriages
3. Bible Study

3.1 When 1 + 1 = 1
Listen for Adam’s response to God’s gift of the woman God had made from his rib.
Genesis 2:23-25 (NIV) The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man." [24] For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. [25] The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
What did Adam have to say about his new wife?

· this is now bone of my bones

· she is flesh of my flesh

· she shall be called “woman” – she was taken out of man

Note the title of this section of the Bible Study :   1 + 1 = 1    What do you think that means in the context of this passage?

· husband and wife are united

· a web definition says: being or joined into a single entity;
· two people become a single unit

Note the phrase “become one flesh.”  We usually think of a sexual union, but what else is implied by “one flesh” or marriage unity?
· united in pooling finances

· working together to raise the children

· common goals for family activities

· minister to one another – the particular skills of both partners complement one another

· act in love – giving of self to do for the other

· united in facing the struggles of life – financial, health, family issues, aging

In this 1 + 1 = 1 or “one flesh” union, how is it the marriage partners don’t  lose their individuality?

· each has qualities that compliments the other

· the whole of the union becomes bigger than the individual parts –

· it is stronger, more robust because each individual contributes their own strengths

· the individualities are needed
How does understanding of “oneness” change and grow during the years of a marriage?

· changing circumstances shifts the ways in which we must help each other (accidents, health, financial reversals, the job market)

· from babies to children to teens to young adults, the children require different “strategies” of parenting and responsibilities

· midlife crises require different kinds of attitudes towards each other

Verse 24 speaks of leaving father and mother.  What kinds of problems sometimes occur with leaving parents?

· child dependant on parents

· parents may have been dependant on the adult child

· child or parent feels like they are abandoning or being abandoned 

· financial issues – young couple not yet financially independent
Consider that we might see some of these issues happening among friends.   
· prayer and tactful words of encouragement may help 

3.2 Covenant Connection
Listen for how some of the Israelite men were treating their wives.
Malachi 2:13-15 (NIV)   Another thing you do: You flood the Lord's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. [14] You ask, "Why?" It is because the Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.     [15] Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth. 

Why were the people weeping on the altar?
· God was no longer paying attention to their offerings

· God was no longer pleased with their offerings

So why was God no longer pleased with their offerings?

· men broke faith with their wives

· they broke their marriage covenants – they did so to acquire a younger Canaanite wife

What general principle might this suggest about why a person’s worship experience at times seems joyless?

· sin in one’s life

· there is a direct relationship between marriages, spirituality, strength, and how we choose to live our lives

· rebellion against God’s commands and principles

· ignoring the convicting/convincing of God’s Holy Spirit speaking to you

We could infer that Malachi considered the relationship of a man with his wife to be like the relationship between God and His people.  In what ways is this so?

· we make a lifetime commitment to the Lord

· He is ever faithful to us

· if our relationship to God falters, it is we who are wandering away from Him

· it is a relationship based on love … God’s love for us … our response of loving submission
· other scripture refers to the church as the Bride of Christ 

The passage declares that one of the reasons for a lifetime commitment is that of raising godly children.  Why is this an important contribution to the way children grow up?
· children often mimic or follow the model they see lived before them

· if they see mutual commitment and high priority for a lifetime commitment, they will more likely carry those attitudes into their own marriages

· when parents seek to please God and follow His will, this is inculcated into the lives of the children

· Consider Deut. 6:5-7 (NIV)  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. [6] These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
· When we are living and teaching these concepts, children are more likely to adapt them as their own
Verse 15 admonishes “guard yourself.”  How do we do this?
· stay committed to God’s ideal – kindness, patience, love, forgiving

· treat your marriage as a treasure – work to preserve it with unsolicited acts of kindness

· be quick to say “I was wrong” and “Please forgive me” 

· follow common wisdom: 

· don’t be alone with members of the opposite sex to whom you are not related

· save your most intimate thoughts and feelings for your spouse alone
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Listen for two different schools of thought concerning divorce.
Matthew 19:3-12 (NIV) Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" [4] "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' [5] and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? [6] So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." [7] "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?" [8] Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. [9] I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery." [10] The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry." [11] Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. [12] For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." 
What trick questions did the Pharisees ask Jesus?

· Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?

· Why did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?

How did Jesus respond?

· Jesus quotes our Genesis 2 passage – leave parents, be united with spouse, become one flesh

· they are no longer two, but one – what God has united, man should not separate

· Moses permitted divorce because your hearts were hard

· unfaithfulness is the only legitimate grounds for divorce
How do we balance  Jesus words here with our understanding of Christ’s compassion and forgiveness?
· divorce is not to be taken lightly

· neither is it the unpardonable sin

· Pharisees were trying to use the law in Deut. 24:1-4 as an easy excuse to divorce

· but nothing is easy about divorce

· God hates divorce – it damages those He loves

· He does not hat those who are divorced

· those who experience divorce desperately need God’s gentle loving care – which He graciously gives

What do you think churches can and should do to build stronger marriages and to reduce the divorce rate among their members?

· promote family activities for all ages

· separate men’s and women’s ministries which speak to some of the issues which cause struggles

· marriage seminars

· easily available counseling
· a ministry of mentoring – pairing mature, stable couples with young married couples

4. Application
4.1 Marriage is a lifelong commitment of one man to one woman
· In marriage the husband and wife become one

· Becoming one involves a rich relationship with many facets

· If you are married, work to make that relationship the most important one in your life

4.2 One of the most important reasons for a lifetime commitment in marriage is to raise godly children
· Pray that you will be a godly influence on your children and your grandchildren

· Commit to guard your marriage so that it will be a model for younger generations
4.3 God’s ideal is lifelong commitment – sometimes we don’t experience God’s ideal
· There is hope for those situations – God can heal 
· Those situations are also a challenge

· Pray for families who are struggling with the challenge and the healing process

Caution:  some learners will be sensitive about divorce which has occurred in their own lives or their family’s





These points may be better offered as comment by the teacher than trying to elicit responses in discussion.
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