2/18/2018
I Am Just Passing Through

1. Motivate

When have you said, “There’s no place like home”?.
· after a vacation

· returning from a few days in the hospital

· coming home from college

· after working at a job outside the country

· when you don’t like the food in the college cafeteria

· going home to parents’ for Christmas

· when you experience life somewhere that is totally different from home (country vs. city, north vs. south, east vs. west, coast vs. central states …)

2. Transition

There’s a sense that believers live in a society and culture that contrasts to our eventual home in heaven.

· Our lives in this world should reflect our eternal home.
· Today we study Peter’s comments about this.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Good Works Point to Christ
Listen for how to be different.
1 Peter 2:11-12 (NIV) Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
What are believers in relationship to this world? 
· aliens – synonyms include: unfamiliar, unknown, strange, peculiar; exotic, foreign
· strangers

· Peter describes unbelievers as “pagans”

· synonyms include: heathen, ungodly, irreligious, infidel, idolatrous

In what manner are believers to live before unbelievers?
· abstain from sinful desires

· be aware that sinful desires war against your soul

· live good lives

· if you are accused of wrong doing, your good deeds negate their accusations

· your good deeds glorify God
Why is that so often a challenge? 
· we are part of the culture

· we tend to be influenced by the culture … manner of dress, vocabulary, priorities in our lives, popular music, movies, TV, social media

Why do we need encouragement to live good lives among non-Christians? 
· we need the reminders

· we are part of the culture

· we tend to be influenced by the culture … 

What good deeds in our lives should non-Christians be able to see?
· “they will know us by our love”

· compassion to those in need

· not exploding in anger

· returning rebukes with kind words

· helpful to those around us, unsolicited acts of kindness

· our language/vocabulary

· things we abstain from … substance abuse, dirty jokes, foul language, sexual promiscuity, harassing others (verbal, sexual, physical, stalking)

· honesty, tell the truth 

· correction of others with tact and kindness 

How can we do good deeds so they are both a witness and a discrete act of service (that is, not merely for show)? 
· don’t demand or expect reciprocity

· unsolicited acts of kindness

· don’t act like the folks Jesus mentioned who demonstrate their spirituality and make sure everyone sees and hears it (people who prayed loudly and ostentatiously on the street)

· don’t seek publicity for your actions

· don’t try to advertise your spirituality
When you observe someone who is foreign, what gives them away … how can you tell?

· accent

· manner of dress

· body language – gestures, personal space, how they move

What does that suggest about the practical implications of believers living as strangers and exiles (aliens)?
· your life should be markedly different from unbelievers

· you talk with a different “accent”.
· you might dress differently in some situations (without being weird)

· certain gestures (of the offensive kind) will not be demonstrated

· how you spend your money 
How does knowing you are just passing through in this life motivate you to live for Christ instead of the world?
· the priorities of the world are not your priorities

· the motives, actions and attitudes of the world don’t count for much in eternity

· pleasing the Lord and glorifying Him are more important than how the world sees me

3.2 Submit to Authorities
Listen for what is God’s will.
1 Peter 2:13-15 (NIV) Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority,  14  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  15  For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.
Who are the entities to whom we show respect?  To what authorities or masters should we submit ourselves today? 
· federal, state, local government

· children under parents
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students under teachers
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workers under supervisors

· church members under church leaders.

What reasons does Peter give for this respect?

· it is God's will




( a spiritual reason

· the government requires obedience, civility
( practical reason

· for the praise of them that do well

( as a witness
Why is showing this respect difficult at times? Recall the experiences of those to whom Peter is writing.

· mistreatment by the government

· evil and stupid government leaders

· we don’t like them, they don’t like us
· demoted, lost a job

· fined for something you didn’t do

· recall the baker who has been hassled for refusing to bake a cake for a gay wedding

· unjustly accused of something not true

· legal actions against you based on unjust laws, rules
Why does God allow government, even if it is a sinful and harsh one?

· it still gives some sense of order to society

· it holds off anarchy, chaos, lawlessness

· provides a structure for how people get along with each other

· God’s plan is bigger than any one government or nation or leader

What is to be our response even in these kind of situations?

· respect, honor to the office

· here in the US we have the right (the responsibility) to vote them out at the next election

· pray for them – for wisdom, for their salvation 

· Recall Proverbs 21:1   The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD;  he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.  Claim this promise.
3.3 Use Freedom Appropriately
Listen for comments on freedom.
1 Peter 2:16-17 (NIV) Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
What did Peter tell his readers not to do with their freedom?  
· don’t use it to cover up evil

· just because you are free in how you live doesn’t mean you can live  in unrighteousness
What role does respect play in our interactions with authority? 

· Show proper respect to everyone.

· Love the family of believers.

· Fear God.

· Honor the emperor. 

How does being slaves to God set believers free?
· slaves of the Lord

· totally submitted to God

· now freely enabled to live to please God

· free to live lives of righteousness

In what ways do some Christians abuse their freedom?
· anger

· neglecting worship

· reading the Bible … take it or leave it

· daily prayer … maybe, maybe not

· eating unhealthily (pigging out, dietary indiscretion) 

· live over materialistically
In what ways can we focus our citizenship in God’s kingdom?

· live with eternal values in view

· the Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules … allow God to rule in your life, not running it yourself

· read and meditate on what God has to say to you through His Word
How does living this kind of life help us be better citizens in this life?

· people see God at work in our lives

· people see the Fruit of the Spirit demonstrated through us … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself fulfill all the commandments, makes life better for us and for all those around us


Application
Set a reminder. 

· Place something in your home to remind you this world is not your final destination.

· Remind yourself that you were made for heaven.

Take Inventory. 

· Evaluate your life in light of the four statements in 1 Peter 2:17. 

· Ask yourself, “How am I doing in showing proper respect to everyone, loving the family of believers, fearing God, and honoring the leaders in our city, state, and nation?”

Serve. 

· In our freedom, we are called to serve God and others. 

· Write down ways you can intentionally serve God and others this week. 

· Make this a matter of prayer and commitment as you seek to live your life in a way that honors the Lord.

Fallen Phrases – Passing Through



Remember that these are God-given roles for human rulers and authorities





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Ya see … all yer letters fell out of the boxes above.  Ya need to put them back in order to figure out the message based on yer lesson.  Ya wanna start with 1, 2, and 3 letter words and note the combination of letters which make sense.  If ya give up, go find more hints and the solution at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y7rjjheg" ��https://tinyurl.com/y7rjjheg�. There’s other cool stuff there too.
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