10/16/2011
Hope Discovered

1. Motivate

What are some words and phrases which most people think would describe “hope”?
· confidence

· expectation

· optimism

· anticipation

· courage

· faith

What about some hymns or gospel songs which talk about courage or hope?

- The Solid Rock

- O God, Our Hope in Ages Past

- Great Is Thy Faithfulness

- Blessed Assurance

2. Transition

Today ( we study about how we have hope in Jesus’ power, authority and compassion
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Has Authority
Listen for something that amazed Jesus.
Luke 7:1-10 (NIV) When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. [2] There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. [3] The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. [4] When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, [5] because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." [6] So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. [7] That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. [8] For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." [9] When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." [10] Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 
Throughout the whole passage, what different character qualities were demonstrated by the centurion? 

· good friends with the Jewish elders

· loved the nation of Israel

· had built them a synagogue

· professional soldier

· understood authority

· Jesus said he was a man of faith

From verse 2 by itself, what indicated the centurion’s level of hope?

· even though the servant was highly valued

· the centurion saw him as very near death

· apart from Jesus, he had no hope

What was the centurion’s perception of Jesus that caused him to have hope? 

· Jesus had authority

· the centurion didn’t consider himself worthy of Jesus’ visit

· believed Jesus could heal at a distance

Because of his kindness and good deeds, the Jewish elders were willing to intervene on his behalf.  How do we earn the trust of people, even those who would otherwise disrespect us?

· the same way

· help them when they are need

· unsolicited acts of kindness

· friendliness, even with no guarantee of reciprocity

Jesus was amazed by this man’s faith.  How did the centurion express faith?
· told Jesus He didn’t need to actually come to the house

· Jesus could command or declare the healing to take place

· the man understood authority and demonstrated his faith in Jesus authority and power

Why is it difficult for us to be as dependent on God as the centurion was?

· we might not be as convinced as he was

· we don’t understand or perceive Jesus’ authority

· we are too often self-dependent

· we have doubts
What characteristics of the centurion’s attitude and request would be helpful to remember when we ask God for help?

· Jesus has power and authority

· Jesus can heal

· Jesus can work in our lives, even when He is not physically present

Why is it important to be encouraged about the quality of our faith, even as Jesus affirmed the faith of the centurion?

· recall the man who said he believed, but needed help with his lack of belief

· we need to be more convinced of Jesus’ power and authority and love

· it’s not how much faith we have, it’s whether or not we are convinced of who Jesus is and what we understand He can do

What should we do when we declare our faith in Jesus for a very important need and it wasn’t met?  Is there a problem with our faith or Jesus power?
· neither

· Jesus power is quite valid

· our faith is the right place

· our understanding of the need “not met” is at fault

· God answers in ways and with timing that we don’t always see or understand

· God doesn’t always answer in the way we think is best or the way we want
3.2 Jesus Shows Compassion
Listen for insight into the burial customs of the time.
Luke 7:11-15 (NIV)    Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. [12] As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out--the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. [13] When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry."   [14] Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!" [15] The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

What can we learn about mourning in Jesus’ day? 

· they had a procession

· family and deceased in a coffin at head of procession

· large crowd of mourners followed

· procession from the town out to the burial site
 What kind of person died? 

· a young man

· only son

· mother was a widow

· she was without any male support

What kind of hope did the widow have at this point in the story?

· slim or none!

· adult women without male support were in dire straits

· recall the situation of the widow, Ruth –  1:20 (NIV)    "Don't call me Naomi," she told them. "Call me Mara (“bitter”), because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. 

What was Jesus’ reaction to this situation He encountered? 

· Jesus’ heart went out to her

· Jesus went to the widow, comforted her, “Don’t cry”

· told the coffin bearers to halt

· commanded the dead man to get up

· Jesus gave the widow back a live son

Jesus saw her – even though she probably didn’t see Him.  What does that suggest to us about times when we feel without hope?

· look for Jesus

· look for Him to meet the need, solve the problem

· don’t look at the problem, the obstacle 
· look to Jesus

Jesus raised this young man, even though no one asked Him to.  What does that suggest about miracles and the quality or quantity of our faith?

· Jesus is the one who accomplishes the miracle

· He is the one who meets the need, solves the problem

· our faith need not be great (can be as small as grain of mustard seed)

3.3 Jesus Deserves Praise
Listen for how people respond to these events.
Luke 7:16-17 (NIV)     They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." [17] This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. 

Look back at verses 11 and 12.  Who was the “everyone” who observed this miracle?

· disciples

· crowd following Jesus

· mother of the young man

· mourners

How did the they all react to Jesus? 

· filled with awe, praised God

· declared that a great prophet had come to them

· noted that God had stepped in to help His people

Aside from the resuscitation of the young man, what were the results of the miracle? 

· news about Jesus spread

· news about the miracle spread

· the news about these events spread both locally and regionally

Note the titles for Jesus given by different people in the specified verses
	Verse
	People
	Title Given Jesus

	6
	centurion
	Lord

	13
	Luke, the author
	Lord

	16
	crowd
	great prophet, God


How do these titles encourage, give us hope?
· the Lord is the One in charge

· He has power, authority, He can do as He pleases to do

· since we know He loves us, He will accomplish good things for us

· a “great Prophet” is one who has all knowledge, all wisdom

· He knows what is best for us, He acts with wisdom – meets the need in the right way at the right time

Remember that miracles in our study on Oct. 2 had a “more-than” purpose … more than turning water into wine, more than healing a paralytic.  What could have been the “more-than” purpose in giving a son back to a grieving mother?
· demonstration of God’s love

· show God’s power over death

· encourage those present to believe in Him … to verify who He really was/is

( When you pray for Jesus to work in your life, trust Him to do more than just meet the immediate need
4. Application
4.1 Jesus has authority, even over sickness and death.
· Jesus followers saw this, believed in Him and His authority

· Faith and love are sometimes found in unexpected people and places
· Pray for those with desperate spiritual and physical needs.  Never give up.

4.2 Death is the ally of sin
· Jesus has the authority over both sin and death

· He has compassion for the sick and bereaved

· Trust Him when you are sick, when you or a loved one is facing death
4.3 Jesus is working in your life today and offers hope
· He deserves your praise

· Thank Him today for His power and authority at work in your life

· Share with others what Christ has done 
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