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Determine to Be Generous

1. Motivate

What are some synonyms and antonyms for the word “generosity?”
	Synonyms
	Antonyms

	· kindness

· bigheartedness

· openhandedness

· liberality

· bounty

· munificence

· charity
	· stinginess

· meanness

· miserliness

· parsimoniousness

· tight-fistedness

· avariciousness

· greediness


2. Transition

Consider which of these descriptions  you would have people think about you.

( Today we look at what the Bible says about how to be generous.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Act Out God’s Love
Listen for things to learn about Zacchaeus.
Luke 19:1-10 (NIV) Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. [2] A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. [3] He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. [4] So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. [5] When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." [6] So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. [7] All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.' " [8] But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." [9] Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. [10] For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 
How did Luke describe Zacchaeus? 

· chief tax collector

· wealthy

· wanted to see who Jesus was

· he was short, couldn’t see over crowd

What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus (who was sitting up in the tree)?

· come down immediately

· I must stay at your house today

What words or phrases describe Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus request?

· quickly climbed down

· excitement

· joy
Why did the crowds begin to mutter and gossip among themselves?

· Jesus was associating with a notorious sinner

· Zacchaeus was a hated tax collector

· he had overcharged for taxes collected

Why do you suppose Jesus stopped and invited Himself to Zacchaeus’ house, knowing people’s attitude about tax collectors?

· Zacchaeus was someone who needed salvation

· Jesus was more concerned for the need of this man than of people’s opinions

· Jesus said that he came to minister to those who were spiritually sick, not those who were “healthy”

· more important to reach out to people in need than limit association only with “nice” people

If we want to share our faith with someone, how much attention should we pay to their status and reputation?

· no matter what their status, they still are sinners and need Jesus

· no matter what their reputation, they still need Jesus

· possibly our approach might be tailored to their personality or vocation or position

How do we know Zacchaeus was serious, genuine about deciding to follow Jesus?
· Zacchaeus repented of his sinful life

· he was willing to make amends for the wrong things he had done

· Jesus said he had shown himself to be a “son of Abraham” – a man of faith and obedience

What are some ways we can tell that someone we know has been spiritually transformed?

· change their vocabulary

· give up harmful habits

· begin reading their Bible

· maybe even change vocations

· become more interested in spiritual things

· change their attitudes towards family, co-workers, neighbors

What do the actions of Zacchaeus reveal about the power of God to change hearts?

· no doubt he was deeply involved in a materialistic lifestyle

· he was successful, but considered to be so due to shady dealings

· his ongoing lifestyle depended on his continued extortion of tax payers

· this was a 180 degree turnaround

· instead of acting with greed he was acting with generosity

· only God can do that 

3.2 Give Your Life, Not Words
Listen for a definition or description of love.
1 John 3:16-18 (NIV)  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. [17] If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? [18] Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

So according to this passage, how do we know what love is? 

· example of Jesus Christ

· laid down His life for us

· died in our place

· took the punishment (death) we deserved for our sinful lives

· gave of himself totally

What characterizes a person who does not have the love of God in him/her?

· the person has material possessions

· sees a brother in need

· has no pity, does not share, does not show generosity

 How should Christians love? 

· not with just words

· not with only what we say

· rather demonstrated by actions

· show true love

Why is it easier to love with words rather than actions?

· it’s easy to talk a good line, harder to actually do it

· talk requires no commitment

· the saying goes, “talk is cheap”

What are some not-so-apparent needs of different age groups in our church?

· teens struggling with peer pressure

· young marrieds struggling with managing their finances

· young parents struggling with handling multiple little ones in diapers

· middle aged people acting as care givers for aging adults

· single parents trying to play multiple roles and make ends meet

· senior adults with health and finance concerns

Why do we sometimes fail to help these groups meet their needs, even if we are aware?

· you are probably in one of those groups, struggling with your own problems

· you don’t want to interfere

· easy to take the attitude, they got themselves into the problem, they can get themselves out of it

· there are so many needs … how can we even begin to meet them?

What steps can we take to overcome the feeling of being overwhelmed by the number of needs to be met?

· pray regularly for families around you (in church, in neighborhood, at work)

· ask God to minister to them

· ask God what role He would have you play in ministering to them

3.3 Choose the Privilege
What is a typical initial reaction when the preacher announces a message on stewardship?

· here we go again

· he’s always preaching about money

· didn’t we do this last year about this time

· do you suppose he’s bucking for a raise again?

· I feel uncomfortable when he does that sermon

Listen for attitudes toward Christian giving demonstrated by the Macedonians.
2 Cor. 8:3-4 (NIV)   For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, [4] they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 

What things did the Macedonian Christians do that impressed Paul? 

· responded in rich generosity

· gave as much as able

· gave beyond their ability

· actually pleaded for the opportunity to give

· did not do as Paul expected, gave themselves first to the Lord, then to Paul’s work

How can joy lead to generosity, even when a person lives in poverty?

· the joy of knowing Jesus motivates us to generosity

· we realize how rich we really are when we know Jesus

· we have a sense of God’s sufficiency 

· we are motivated by the love of Jesus within us

What prevents people from joyfully giving of their resources to the Lord for His work?

· greed

· fear

· misunderstanding

· ignorance

What kinds of new ministries could be established if people in our church were more generous givers?
· benevolent ministries

· help plant a church in another city that needs a gospel witness

· send young people to camp, even if they lacked funds

· mission trips

· more giving to foreign missions

· children’s ministries – backyard Bible clubs, VBS, etc.

How does Christ’s example motivate us to give?

· you think how much He gave us

· consider how much He gave up so we can have salvation

· our temporal resources can be given up to be a tool to bless others

· God will continue to bless us when we give to others like He does to us

4. Application
4.1 A transformed life testifies to God’s love and power
· Think about how God has transformed your life … how you need to allow Him to transform it further

· Experiencing God’s love at work in your life will call someone else to a new life 

4.2 Christian love is more an action than emotion
· Look for ways you can act in love this week

· Look for opportunities to perform unsolicited acts of kindness

· See how this kind of love will motivate your generosity
4.3 Christian giving is generous, sacrificial, voluntary, eager, joyful, and total.
· Tell God you want to give yourself to Him this week anew

· Ask God to show you and motivate you to be His instrument in meeting the needs of others and glorify Him


4

