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Deal with Personal Sin

1. Motivate

When your children (or you) were young, was required to be done when they (or you) did something wrong?
· apologize

· confess the wrong to the person who had been wronged

· talk to Jesus about their sin

· make it right (pay back for what they had taken, fix what they broke, etc.)

· given extra chores as punishment

· there may have been a paddling or time out or “grounding”

2. Transition

Sin causes serious problems … ignoring it or condoning it makes things only worse.

( Today we look at David’s sin and the results of that sin.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Recognize Temptation Leads to Sin
Listen for how David tried to cover up sin.
2 Samuel 11:2-5 (NIV)   One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, [3] and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" [4] Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home. [5] The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant."  … [14]  In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. [15] In it he wrote, "Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die." 

What happened one night when David couldn’t sleep?

· got up and walked around on the roof of his palace

· from the roof saw a woman bathing

· he saw that she was very beautiful
How did David misuse his authority as king in relation to the woman he observed?

·  sent someone to find out about her

· found out who she was

· sent messengers to get her

· took advantage of his position and apparently forced her to have sex with him

· ended up getting her pregnant

David was tempted … why should we anticipate temptations?

· we are still human … we still live in our mortal bodies

· Satan repeatedly tries to get us off track spiritually

Agree or disagree?    … "To be tempted is to sin"

	Agree
	Disagree

	· if you were living right, you wouldn't be tempted

· once you are a real Christian you shouldn't have tempting thoughts or  be in tempting situations
	· even Jesus was tempted

· it is not the temptation that was wrong

· it is yielding to the temptation which becomes sin


At what points did David have the opportunity to bail out?

· he could have quit watching her bathe

· he could have not inquired as to who she was

· he could have not invite her to the palace

· he could have not had sex with her

· he could have taken responsibility for the pregnancy and dealt with the family

Why do you think he persisted at each juncture?

· continued to yield to successive temptations

· he was weak

· at each point he could have confessed, repented

· he was stubborn

· being king went to his head – he had authority and abused it

· refused to recognize that what he was doing was wrong

How can we anticipate temptations and stop ourselves from succumbing to temptations?

· know that you are not immune

· don't put yourself in situations where you know you could be tempted

· flee temptations – run the other way (sometimes literally)

· continually ask for, receive God's help

When Uriah did not go home, what message did David send back with him to Joab? 

· put Uriah in the front line

· put him where the fighting is fierce

· pull back his support

· let him get killed in the fighting

What was the immediate human cost of David’s lust and selfishness?

· marriage potentially destroyed

· woman possibly raped

· Uriah killed

· Joab involved in conspiracy

Why does one sin often lead to other sins?

· we try to cover up

· we offer bogus excuses (an excuse is the skin of a reason, filled with a lie)

· we try to avoid being caught

3.2 Realize Sin Must Be Confronted
Listen for long range consequences of David’s sin.
2 Samuel 12:7 (NIV) Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! … [10]  Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.' [11] "This is what the Lord says: 'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. [12] You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.' " 
Nathan  used a story (an allegory) to confront David.  How do you think David felt when Nathan said, “You are the man”?

· busted

· upset

· chagrined

· very guilty

· fearful of what the results were going to be

What judgment did God pronounce on David through Nathan?

· the sword will not depart from your house

· your own family will experience calamity

· your wives will be raped publically by someone close to you

· what you did was secret, but you will be shamed publically

In what sense did David “despise” God by taking Uriah’s wife and having Uriah killed?

· open rebellion against God’s commands, God’s principles

· defied the commandment against adultery

· defied the commandment against murder

· involved others in the sins
Why is it difficult to acknowledge our sin?

· we are ashamed

· we feel separated from God

· we hate to admit we are wrong

· we feel separated from the person we have wronged

· we don't want people to think we are sinners

Why did God not strike David dead because of his sin?

· God is gracious and forgiving

· God had promised the ongoing rule of David’s descendants

· God would work His purposes in spite of sinfulness of men

Consider Nathan’s role …

· sometimes we need a “Nathan” to confront us

· sometimes God may call us to be a “Nathan” –  be very careful not to abuse this role

3.3 Rejoice that Sin Can Be Forgiven
Listen how David’s confession is a model for us.
2 Samuel 12:13-14 (NIV) Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." Nathan replied, "The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. [14] But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the Lord show utter contempt, the son born to you will die."
Psalm 51:1-4 (NIV) Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. [4] Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.
According to Nathan, what would be the consequences of David’s sin? (12:13-14)

· God has taken away your sin

· you are not going to die

· you have caused God’s enemies to hold Him in contempt, God’s name has been defamed among sinners

· the son resulting from this union will die
What was the basis of David’s seeking forgiveness?  What attributes did he ascribe to God in this psalm?   

· mercy

· unfailing love

· compassion

What was the David’s attitude toward his sin?

· seemed to be “haunted” by it

· could not forget it

· realized he had done evil

· God’s judgment was deserved

How should we respond to our sin and God’s forgiveness?

· confession

· repentance

· seeking God’s forgiveness

· by faith receive God’s forgiveness

· receive God’s strength to victorious Christian living

Bill Bright of Campus Crusade used to talk of "spiritual breathing".  When you fail the Lord and sin

· breath out your confession – agreeing with God that it is sin

· breath in His forgiveness and His power to live a victorious life the next time a temptation occurs

4. Application
4.1 Temptations often come in unexpected ways, even to people of faith.
· Temptations are not sins, but they can lead to sins

· Trying to cover up one’s sins often results in worse sins.

· Remember that at any point you can (and should) flee the temptation

4.2 God confronts believing sinners by the convicting power of His Word
· That convicting truth may be communicated through concerned friends, preachers, or teachers of His Word

· Even though we confess, repent, and experience forgiveness – there may be unpleasant earthly consequences
4.3 Don’t wait for God to send you a “Nathan”
· When you sin, stop immediately, confess

· Then obey God’s direction – which may include an apology and making amends
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