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Accept the Call

1. Motivate

What are some typical excuses people give for avoiding challenges?

· It’s too hard
· I could never do that

· I’ve never done that kind of thing before

· What if I fail?

· Who, me?

· I don’t need the aggravation

· What’s in it for me?

2. Transition

Today we look at a challenge Moses is given

( We look at how facing the challenge gave purpose to his life.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Encounter God’s Presence
Listen for things we learn about God.
Exodus 3:1-6 (NIV)      Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. [2] There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. [3] So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up."    [4] When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!"   And Moses said, "Here I am."    [5] "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." [6] Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 

Where and how does God miraculously appear to Moses? 

· far side of the desert, Horeb

· the angel of the Lord (actually this is God, a theophany)

· appeared in flames of fire from within a bush

· bush on fire, but does not burn up

What did God tell Moses to do? 

· don’t come any closer

· take off your sandals

· you are standing on holy ground

Why was Moses afraid to look at God?

· he was in awe of God

· he feared God’s power and authority

· he sensed  the holiness/separateness of God in contrast to his own weakness and sinfulness

Why is this a good attitude to have?

· the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom

· you realize that God is God and you are not

· it gives you a proper understanding of who is really running things

· keeps you from getting a big head

· motivates you to follow and obey God and not other influences

God could have called Moses when he was living as a prince in the palace of Pharaoh, where he already had position and influence.  Why do you think  God waited until Moses was a fugitive shepherd on the far side of the desert?

· God didn’t want him to depend on his position of influence

· Moses needed to depend on God

· Moses would better identify with his people than when he was in the palace

· God was better able to get Moses’ attention out in the desert

· Moses was no longer distracted from dealing with the Israelite’s problems by his position as a royal family member

What are some things which distract us from tasks God wants us to take on?
· personal relationships that are not good for us

· our jobs … when we become workaholics

· materialism

· our hobbies that become all consuming (sports, crafting, entertainment)

The story seems to show that God came looking for Moses rather than Moses looking for God.  In what ways does God reveal Himself to us to get our attention (other than burning bushes)?

· a sequence of circumstances or events

· life changing events (illness, loss of a loved one, job loss, etc.)

· through the preaching or teaching or study of God’s Word

· something someone (even a child) says that catches our attention and speaks especially to us

Prior to this, Moses probably thought shepherding was his new purpose or calling in life.  What does this tell you about God’s plans for your life?

· they might change

· God can repurpose your life

· God sometimes has new adventures for you

· God can use you at any age  (Moses was no youngster)

Why might God reserve a special call until someone has reached senior adulthood, rather than calling you to that task as a younger adult?

· you needed the experience

· you have a different set of relationships that God can use

· you can have a different kind of influence

· there are natural “seasons” in our lives which fit certain experiences

3.2 Understand God’s Name
Listen for a mission that God has for Moses.
Exodus 3:10-15 (NIV) So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." [11] But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" [12] And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." [13] Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" [14] God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I am has sent me to you.' " [15] God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The Lord, the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 
 What challenge did God give Moses?

· I’m sending you to Pharaoh

· you must bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt

What was Moses’ response to God’s challenge? 

· who am I?

· you want me?

What are some hang-ups we might have about accepting instructions from God?

· same thing … “who, me?”

· I’ve never done that before

· I get nervous doing something like that

· how can I be sure it is God telling me to do this … there’s no burning bush or angel

How did God reassure Moses that he could face his challenge? 

· I will be with you 

· I’m telling you this is the very place where you will bring the people to worship me

How can we know that God is there, even if we don’t sense it or “feel” his presence?

· scripture assures us off God’s presence

· God promises to be with us

· the Spirit of God dwells within the believer … empowers us for service

How does God identify Himself to Moses, what name does He tell Moses to give?  How is the name God uses significant?

· I am Who I am

· the “I am” has sent me

· remind your people that I am the God of your fathers – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob

· “The God Who IS”  

· (contrasted with those deities who are not – who are not real – who do not exist)

Jesus is still  “The God Who IS” and is still contrasted to lots of things which try to be substitute deities or idols in our lives.
· He helps us

· the idols do not!

3.3 Depend on God’s Power
Listen for Moses’ objections and God’s answers.
Exodus 4:10-12 (NIV)      Moses said to the Lord, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue."     [11] The Lord said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? [12] Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." 

What excuses does Moses give?

· I’ve never been eloquent

· I wasn’t originally

· I cannot even talk to you well

· I am slow of speech and tongue?

What do you think he meant by this excuse?

· he might have stuttered

· maybe he felt he could not think “on his feet”

· he was not a good debater, would have trouble convincing Pharaoh

· he got nervous in front of important people

What logic does God use on Moses?

· who do you think created your ability to speak (your mouth)

· who is it that can take away these same abilities?

· what about sight or blindness … who can give or take it away

· I can give you the words you need, the logic, the courage

· you go and I will help you, teach you

How does the fact that God made us qualify Him to help us?

· He is the expert

· He is the designer … He can fix whatever is wrong

· He can give the skills at any point … at birth, as a young person, as a mature adult

What other kinds of skills does God sometimes give us so we can minister for Him?

· emotional strength and stability

· physical recovery

· wisdom for administration

· wisdom to make important decisions

· musical skills

· courage to be a witness, skills to memorize scripture

Why do you think God would choose a spokesman who wasn’t a confident speaker?

· Moses (and everyone who knew him) would realize it was God who accomplished it, not Moses

· Moses would be forced to depend on God, not even attempt to try it on his own

· God would be credited with the miracle, not the man who was his spokesman

4. Application
4.1  As a devotional exercise, list fears which might hinder you from doing God’s work.

· write them down

· pray over the list, giving each of those fears to God

· ask God to give you the strength, wisdom, etc. so that He might use you to do His kingdom work

4.2 What is one step you could take this week to strengthen your commitment to the


   Lord?  Consider the following …

· memorize scripture

· get training (such as FAITH witnessing class)

· give up some TV time to spend time reading/studying God’s Word

4.3 How could you remind yourself of God’s greatness and power over technology and other modern idols?

· give them up for a time being (one night a week)

· replace that time with family time

· do a Bible research project on all the ways that God communicated to His people
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