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What We Work For

1. Motivate

What are some synonyms and antonyms for the word “generosity?”

	Synonyms
	Antonyms

	· kindness

· bigheartedness

· openhandedness

· liberality

· bounty

· munificence

· charity
	· stinginess

· meanness

· miserliness

· parsimoniousness

· tight-fistedness

· avariciousness

· greediness


2. Transition

Consider which of these descriptions  you would have people think about you.

( Today we look at what the Bible says about how and why we are to be generous.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Generosity Flows
Listen for an example of generous people.
2 Cor. 8:1-2 (NIV)      And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. [2] Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 

What was the financial condition of the people Paul described in Macedonia?

· severe trials

· extreme poverty

Actually the Romans had treated this area harshly

· seized their mining industry

· taxed them for the rights to smelt copper and iron

· cancelled their rights to cut lumber for homes and ships

What things did the Macedonian Christians do that impressed Paul? 

· responded in rich generosity

· gave as much as able

· gave beyond their ability

· did not do as Paul expected, gave themselves first to the Lord, then to Paul’s work

So why do you think they had overflowing joy in the midst of trials and poverty?

· they had learned to depend on God

· they found God was sufficient

· there was more to life than material wealth

· God was their source of joy … not their “stuff”

· it was a joy to give from what little they had, because it proved more and more that God was their source of satisfaction, joy, peace

What prevents people from joyfully giving of their resources to the Lord for His work?

· greed

· fear

· misunderstanding

· ignorance

3.2 The Blessing of Giving
What is a typical initial reaction when the preacher announces a message on stewardship?

· here we go again

· he’s always preaching about money

· didn’t we do this last year about this time

· do you suppose he’s bucking for a raise again?

· I feel uncomfortable when he does that sermon

Listen for attitudes toward Christian giving demonstrated by the Macedonians.

2 Cor. 8:3-7 (NIV)      For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, [4] they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. [5] And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. [6] So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. [7] But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 

 What attitude did the Macedonians have in their giving? 
· gave as much as they were able

· gave even beyond their ability

· they decided to do this on their own (without prompting from Paul)

· they even pleaded for the privilege of sharing

· Paul might have been saying, “it’s OK, you guys hardly have enough to live on, we’ll find someone else”

According to verse 5, how did they surprise Paul?

· did not do as he expected

· gave themselves first to the Lord

· then gave of themselves to Paul and his ministry

· they submitted to God’s will

How can joy lead to generosity, even when a person lives in poverty?

· your joy is based on your relationship with Jesus

· joy cannot be based on material wealth

· material wealth can come and go, but Jesus is always with you

· when you realize you cannot “out give” God (no matter what your level of material wealth), then it’s exciting

How is generosity a grace, a blessing you don’t deserve?

· this concept of finding joy in the midst of hardship and poverty is something many people never experience

· most of us are wrapped up in wanting more stuff, more gadgets

· what a blessing to discover God is sufficient, even when we cannot acquire all those things

In what area did Paul want the Corinthians to excel? 

· they already excelled in faith, speech, knowledge, earnestness, love

· now Paul wanted them to experience the blessing of giving

· he wanted them to realize that they could depend on God and give liberally and they would still have sufficient

Stewardship is what you do as the result of your relationship with Christ

· time, talent, treasures are areas affected by this relationship
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Consider the story of a circus strong man who mightily squeezed a lemon dry then offered a challenge of $100 to anyone who could squeeze one more drop from the lemon.  A man stepped up and after considerable effort got one more drop from the lemon.  The astonished circus perform asked what the man’s profession was.  He admitted that he was the local stewardship pastor!
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But … what we are saying today is

Stewardship is not squeezing another “drop” out of time, talent, and treasure from the meager supply …

Stewardship is a joyful response of my whole life … 

· to a God who loves us

· who demonstrated that love in the person of Jesus Christ

When we 

· give our whole lives to Him and 

· place our meager resources in His hands

Then ( there is no telling what He can do!

3.3 Response to Christ’s Generous Gift
Listen for the ultimate model of generosity.
2 Cor. 8:8-9 (NIV)    I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. [9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

Why did Paul say he was not actually commanding the Corinthians to give? 

· wanted to test the sincerity of their love

· wanted them to see what could be true for them

· he showed them what could happen by having a real live example, the church at Macedonia

What example did Christ set for us? 

· Jesus also demonstrated this principle

· He became poor … became a human, lived as the son of a carpenter, worked as a carpenter as a young man

· yet He depended on His Heavenly Father and gave  up what He had … His very life

· He (and we) received the blessing of His act of supreme giving

How does Christ’s example motivate us to give?

· you think how much He gave us

· consider how much He gave up so we can have salvation

· our temporal resources can be given up to be a tool to bless others

· God will continue to bless us when we give to others like He does to us

What kinds of new ministries could be established if people in our church were more generous givers?

· benevolent ministries

· help plant a church in another city that needs a gospel witness

· send young people to camp, even if they lacked funds

· mission trips

· more giving to foreign missions

· children’s ministries – backyard Bible clubs, VBS, etc.

4. Application
4.1 Paul noted the Macedonians “gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.”  

· Ask yourself if there are areas of your life where you tend to hold back and not surrender to God.

· Ask God to help you be able to be fully surrendered to Him

· Surrender to God your time, your talents, your treasure

4.2 We also noted the concept of the “grace of giving” … the “blessing” of giving

· Pray about what would happen in the life of our church if we began to excel in this grace, if we experienced this blessing

· Meditate on how this would bless people’s lives in such a way as to impact eternity

4.3 Christ gave the ultimate gift to mankind … He gave of Himself to provide for our salvation.
· Thank Him each day for His gift of salvation

· Allow His love to motivate you
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