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Unstoppable Opportunities

1. Motivate

When has a “chance” encounter changed your life?
· met future spouse

· found lost purse/billfold, received reward for returning

· met someone who gave me a job

· found a gospel tract, led to salvation

· had a flat tire, kept me from being in a big multi-car accident

· took the wrong turn on a trip and discovered a beautiful area

· came upon an accident and helped rescue someone 

· stopped to tie my shoe and limb fell out of a tree just where I would have been walking (this actually happened to me … I think an angel pulled that shoe lace)
2. Transition

God gives us “chance” encounters with people every day.
· Many of these folks need Jesus

· Today we look at such an encounter Peter and John had

3. Bible Study

3.1 See the Opportunity
Listen for who Peter and John meet.
Acts 3:1-4 (NIV)  One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer--at three in the afternoon. 2  Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3  When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4  Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"
You are a reporter for the Jerusalem Journal .  Answer the journalism questions for this passage – Who?  Where?  Why?  When?  What?

Who?

· Peter, John, the crippled man

Where?

· the temple

When?

· 3:00 in the afternoon

Why?

· to worship

What?

· man sat begging

· sat there every day, begged from people going into temple

· asked Peter and John for money

· Peter got his attention … “look at us”

Some more “Why?”   …  Why would Peter and John, now followers of the resurrected Christ be going into the temple?

· they were raised Jewish, Jesus was Jewish

· they were worshiping

· they wanted to declare to godly people that the Messiah had come

How do you typically respond (think or do) when you are approached by someone on the street asking for money or when you see someone with a sign, “will work for food”?  

· suspicious

· doubting

· “out of the way”

· don’t ask me

· get a job

· “try the city mission, the Salvation Army”

Why do you think Peter and John gazed at the man?

· saw his need

· remembered Jesus’ concern for suffering people

· realized that God could work in the man’s life … both physically and spiritually

· here was someone who needed the touch of God in his life

Based on the story, how can we know the man was not faking an illness but was genuinely lame?

· he had friends carry him there each day

· the verses say he was lame from birth

· this was a congenital birth defect

Besides strangers who beg for money, what other kinds of needy folks do we come in contact with regularly?

· neighbors struggling with family issues

· friends who are confused about how to handle current problems

· family members overwhelmed with life

· strangers with whom we converse while traveling

· people who wait on us where we shop or in a restaurant

· How can we discern the  less obvious needs of others?  We don’t always know medical history or family background?

· other customers we see repeatedly in the same coffee shop or quick stop

How can we discern the  less obvious needs of others?  We don’t always know medical history or family background?

· pay attention to what is going on around you

· look at people, notice their attitude, their appearance 

· listen to what they are saying 

· get your nose out of your smart-phone

· ask the Lord to give you sensitivity to needs around you – needs that He can meet through you

3.2 Seize the Opportunity
Listen for how Peter and John respond.
Acts 3:4-8 (NIV)  Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"  5  So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  6  Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk."  7  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.  8  He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 
 What did Peter say to the beggar? 

· we don’t have money to give you

· we have something better than money

· and we’re ready to share it

· in the name of Jesus, get up and walk

What obstacles or excuses keep us from serving people and offering hope?

· lack of faith

· lack of interest in needs of others

· too busy with our own lives

· we segregate ourselves from other socio-economic groups

· lack of burden for the lost

What thoughts do you think were going through the man’s mind at various points of this encounter?

· when they said we don’t have money … “move along”

· when they told him to look at them … “what for, if you’ve got no money …”

· when they told him to get up and walk … “how insensitive … I would if I could”

· when they lifted him up … “whoa … I can’t do this”

· when he was able to walk … “wow, I can’t believe this”

· leaping and walking … “watch this!”

How do the words “leaping up” and “walking” reinforce that a miracle had taken place?

· was a full and immediate healing

· he didn’t have to stumble about

· it was obviously a miracle … not just a man trying to use weak and stiff limbs

· other people could see it was God’s work

How can you help others, even when you have limited resources?

· point them to Jesus who has unlimited resources

· offer to pray for them … both right then and in the days ahead

· help to get them in touch with someone or some organization who works with needy people, follow up if you see them again

· enlist the help of others in your Bible Study group

3.3 Build on the Opportunity
Listen for further results.
Acts 3:9-10 (NIV)  When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10  they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
What evidence did the people see that indicated something amazing had happened to the lame man at the temple gate?

· he was probably well known by regular temple worshipers

· now here he is walking and jumping, demonstrating the fullness of the healing

· they could see this was real, not a fake event

How did the people who saw all of this respond?

· filled with wonder and amazement

· shared his excitement

· no doubt they praised God also

How can we make room now so we can say yes to future  opportunities to minister to others?
· build a “margin” into your life

· set aside time and finances that you anticipate spending for “chance encounters”  God brings your way

· actively look for people and situations where you can minister to people around you
How have you witnessed the ripple effect of helping someone in a small way that impacted others in a big way?

· someone gave money to help a college student … that student went on to be active in Christian ministry (full time or as a lay-person)

· needy person comes to the church for a handout, while there they find Jesus as savior, eventually their whole family comes to the Lord

· kind word of advice and encouragement helps someone through the problem they’re struggling with, they, in turn, help someone else who has a similar problem
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What kind of ripple effect can our church initiate?

· benevolent ministry

· summer kids’ activities

· door to door witnessing

· summer mission trips

· volunteer tasks for the church, for local organizations

If you have time, note the ripple effect or chain of events that led to Billy Graham’s conversion.  

http://www.travisagnew.org/2013/07/22/the-chain-of-events-for-billy-grahams-conversion/
Application
Look

· Look for opportunities God has placed in your path to help someone in your family or church

· Allow your schedule to be interrupted this week to minister

· You can listen, encourage, pray, or help with a need

Respond

· Respond to the opportunities God places in your path

· When you see a need, determine to be a “first responder”

· Ask God to use you to show the love of Jesus to someone who doesn’t know Him

Discover

· Discover opportunities to show Christ’s love nationally or globally

· Give, pray or even go to help someone far away know the love of Jesus

You see a man or woman you know casually and by the look on his/her face, you can almost read these thoughts.  List some ways in which you might reach out and minister to this person.  Imagine a ripple effect this might have in the person’s life.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





I don’t know what to do.  I wish I could talk to someone





�What do I do now?








