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Transformed in My Actions

1. Motivate

What is one of the nicest things someone has ever done for you?

· great birthday party/present

· sent me on a cruise

· kind to me in a crisis

· introduce me to Jesus

· encouraged me when I was down

· rescued me when I was in big trouble

· paid off my school bill

· when my spouse married me!!

· parents/kids took us/sent us to Disney World

2. Transition

Maybe you have done similar nice things for others as well.
· Jesus said the way we treat others should reflect the way we’re treated by God.

· Today we look at aspects of how we treat other people

3. Bible Study

3.1 Evaluate Yourself, Don’t Judge Others
Listen for Jesus use of hyperbole.
Matthew 7:1-6 (HCSB)  “Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged. 2  For with the judgment you use, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3  Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye but don’t notice the log in your own eye? 4  Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and look, there’s a log in your eye? 5  Hypocrite! First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 6  Don’t give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls before pigs, or they will trample them with their feet, turn, and tear you to pieces.
Jesus talks about making judgments … what does that mean?  What kinds of value judgments are required to make all the time?

· do I trust this person to baby-sit my kids?

· is this salesman telling me the truth?

· how much of a tip does my waiter/waitress deserve

· what kind of grade does this student deserve

What was the exaggeration (hyperbole) that Jesus used?
· speck in another’s eye, log/beam/2x4 in your own eye

· we criticize someone for something small

· at same time we are guilty of much worse

Why do you think we are so quick to judge others?

· we tear others down so we look better by contrast

· we do it in retaliation from being treated that way by someone else

· as a power trip – “I have the power to treat you as I wish”

· we want to appear spiritual, holy

· we mistakenly see ourselves as superior

What are some dangers we face when we presume to judge others?

· lose friends

· influence others negatively for Christianity

· constant criticism and judgmental attitude towards children will hurt them, cause them to develop bitter attitude, even foster their being abusive of others

· gives us a bad personal mindset when God wants to work in our lives

Why is it that the traits of others that irritate us most are often the very faults that are present in our own lives? 
· we have often thought of the issue

· that fault is before us and we are feeling guilty

· pointing out someone else’s problem in order to make ourselves not look so bad or feel so guilty … “He/She is worse than me”
Jesus calls for good judgment in verse 6, but says not to judge in verse 1.  What is the difference between good judgment and that forbidden in verse 1?

	Good Judgment
	Forbidden Judgment

	· comparison of one’s life to scriptural principles

· making judgments in a court situation

· choosing friends carefully (for yourself, for your kids)

· choosing a life’s partner

· making a choice of who to hire for a position
	· condemning someone for what they did

· being judgmental

· making disparaging remarks

· saying things that discourage someone else (children)

· finding petty fault


What are some ways we can discover and deal with the “logs” in our eyes, the problems in our own lives that we tend to ignore?

· ask God to reveal them to you

· ask a friend to be honest with you … but be willing to receive honest opinions and probably feel a little hurt

· when you read God’s Word, consider how the Truth there applies to you personally

· listen for the applications of sermons and Bible studies

· be willing to confess (agree with God that what you do is) sin

· receive God’s forgiveness by faith

· ask God for the strength, the wisdom to do the right thing, make the right choice 

3.2 Seek God’s Wisdom
Describe a situation when you have searched persistently for something lost until you found it.  What would have happened if you had given up?

	Looked for …
	Because if you gave up …

	· car keys



· library book

· the TV remote

· your lost kids in the mall

· the right road
	· couldn’t drive the car

· pay a big fine

· have to get up to change channel

· you wife would shoot you (
· you’d still be out there driving around


Listen for Jesus comments on persistent prayer.
Matthew 7:7-11 (HCSB)  “Keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep searching, and you will find. Keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who searches finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 9  What man among you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 
What did Jesus say will happen if we bring our requests to Him?  
· keep asking, searching, knocking

· God will hear, God will answer, reveal, open

· it is a principle of continued and ongoing expression of faith in God and His power, authority, and love
 Why should we be persistent in prayer? 
· prayer is ongoing communication with God

· daily, even hour by hour

· we are expressing our praise and awe of Who God is and what He can do that we cannot

How can we expect God to answer our prayers?
· in His timing

· in His way

· in powerful ways

· in ways that fully convince us that He has done it, it was not a coincidence or happenstance

How does Jesus say our earthly father can be like our Heavenly Father?

· knows how to give good gifts

· knows the difference between good and bad gifts

· usually wants to give good gifts

How does seeing God as a Good Father affect our relationship with Him.

· more willing or able to trust Him

· able to depend on Him

· not so ready ignore or forget His love … and thus fret, worry, stress out over our needs 

3.3 Treat Others How You Want to Be Treated
Listen for a familiar quotation.
Matthew 7:12 (HCSB)   Therefore, whatever you want others to do for you, do also the same for them—this is the Law and the Prophets.
What is the word “therefore” there for?

· the preceding comments

· what is about to be stated is based on what has just been established

· it is a connective word 

Why is it harder to deliberately do something good for someone than to refrain from doing harm?

· easier to do nothing than to do something

· you can ignore someone easily

· to do something nice, you have to think up what it could be, then do it

· especially if you don’t like someone, it’s easier to do nothing than to do good for them

In what kinds of situations is it hardest to treat others with kindness and respect?

· when they mistreat me

· when they have no particular connection to me – why be nice to someone on the other side of the world I don’t even know?

· when their mindset, their values are completely different from mine 

· when there will probably be no reciprocity … when I don’t see them as being nice in return

In what way did Jesus connect this statement to the whole of Scripture (the Old Testament at that time)?
· He said “this is the Law and the Prophets”

· elsewhere Jesus spoke with the rich young ruler about the greatest commandment … Love the Lord with all your heart and soul, love your neighbor as yourself

· said these two things summed up the all the 10 commandments

How would our culture, our society be different if we all lived by this, the Golden Rule?

· would do away with crime

· would curtail divorce 

· would remove many of our worries and heartaches about how people are treating us

· when our kindness included sharing of our resources (instead of hoarding), world poverty and suffering would be alleviated 

· the Gospel message would be communicated more completely

· it would also be communicated more effectively (people see our love for them, motivated by Jesus in our hearts)
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Application
Seek forgiveness

· Consider times from the recent past when you have acted judgmentally or condemned others in your heart

· Confess your sin to God, ask for His forgiveness

· If necessary seek forgiveness from those you have wronged in this way

Memorize

· Read and memorize Phil 2:3 – 4. Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4  Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
· Let these verses guide you in building and keeping healthy relationships
Take a stand

· Make an effort this week to note situations where people are being mistreated.
· Take action to stand up for these people in obedience to Jesus’ command that we treat others as we want to be treated.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.








Transformed in Your Actions Crossword





Across


2. our lesson says we should be _?_ in prayer


4. Don't _?_ so that you won't be judged


5. what we see in someone else's eye


7. what is in our own eye


9. don't give what is holy to these





Down


1. a father will give this, not a stone


2. don't toss these to pigs


3. keep asking and it will be _?_ to you


6. Keep _?_ and the door will be opened to you


8. Father in heaven gives _?_ things to those who ask
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