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Stick with Service

1. Motivate

What’s hardest about serving others? 
· when they don’t appreciate it

· when it’s a particular task you dislike

· when you are quite busy with your own responsibilities

· when they are not even necessarily your friend

· when it costs valuable time

2. Transition

God calls us to serve others.
· Paul takes different looks at why we serve

· He starts with how we are free to serve

3. Bible Study

3.1 

What freedom or privilege did you most anticipate when you were growing up?

· driver’s license

· freedom to stay out later

· able to stay up later

· able to get a job

· ride a big kid’s bike (without training wheels)

· trusted to do important jobs around the house

Listen for a danger related to the concept of freedom.

Galatians 5:13-15 (NIV)   You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14  The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 15  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
So how were the Galatian Christians to use/not use their freedom? 
· not to indulge their sinful nature

· rather to serve each other in love

· love one another as you love yourself

When the world speaks of freedom, what does it mean?

· freedom to do whatever you want

· no one tells you what to do, you get to choose for your own self

· you can become whatever you aspire to be

How does the world abuse freedom today?

· anyone can do anything they want

· even if it hurts someone else

· I should be free to do what I want, but you don’t have the freedom to object or oppose my freedoms

· your freedoms are stupid, mine are significant

What is the connection between freedom in Christ and the command to serve?

· we are freed from the penalty of sin … we serve when we worship or lead in worship and praise of what God did for us

· we are freed from the power of sin

· we don’t need to be bogged down by some sinful habit

· we are enabled to serve the Lord … He empowers us with Spiritual Gifts

How can Paul say that the whole law is fulfilled by “loving your neighbor as yourself”?

· when you put others first, you won’t be stealing, murdering, coveting

· all of the commandments relating to interpersonal relationships are taken care of by treating others as you wish to be treated

How might the command to “serve one another in love” affect the attitudes and actions of Christians seeking to resolve conflict situations?

· your motive is restoration

· you don’t go into it with the idea of proving that your side is right

· you’re not trying to set someone straight

· you’re trying to resolve differences

· you’re trying to restore relationships

How have you seen relationships strengthened through acts of service?

· ministry to one another

· when you minister to a member of the Body of Christ, you build up that person, and build up the church

· people realize we really care

· we represent Jesus to that person

3.2 Carry Their Burdens
Listen for two statements that appear to be in conflict, to be contradictions.
Galatians 6:1-5 (NIV)  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2  Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3  If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4  Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5  for each one should carry his own load.
What is to be the response and goal of believers toward another believer who is guilty of wrongdoing?  What actions will this involve?

· restore the person

· do it gently

· counsel them

· pray for them, with them

What picture comes to mind when you hear the word “restore?”

· the situation is temporary

· the person was just fine previously 

· they can be back to proper relationship with a little help

What is the difference between restoring with a gentle spirit and correcting him/her harshly?

	Correcting Harshly
	Restoring Gently

	· yell and scream
· act as a dictator

· pronounce severe punishment

· give the silent treatment
	· express your concern and love
· speak calmly, without a raised voice

· express desire for restoration, not for revenge


In what sense does bearing “another’s burdens … fulfill the law of Christ”?

· Jesus spoke of the greatest commandments … love the Lord with all your being and love your neighbor as you love yourself

· when your “neighbor” has a burden, you help them bear it, carry it

· it’s the way the members of the Body of Christ (the Church) are to minister to one another

· when one member is hurting, the other members work together to take care of that problem

What caution did Paul offer believers?

· realize the possibility of becoming enmeshed in a similar sin

· don’t get so involved that you end up in the same problem

· if a person who struggles with alcohol, you don’t go to bars with them to help them cut back on drinking

· if a person struggles with foul language, don’t try to learn what all those things mean 

How do you explain the admonition to “bear one another’s burdens” with the admonition for every person to “bear his own burden”?

· there is a balance

· we need help from one another as members of the Body of Christ

· at the same time, each person is responsible to make their own choices

· help each other carry their load, their burden

· learn to make your own correct choices or suffer consequences of bad choices

· help your brother/sister with their struggles

· don’t feel superior because of this … you’ve got your own issues to deal with

3.3 Seize Every Opportunity
Listen for an opportunity.
Galatians 6:10 (NIV)   Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
What did Paul say about a Christian’s social responsibility? 
· look for opportunities to serve others

· do good for all people

· minister to the Body of Christ

To whom should believers “especially … do good”?   Why should that be true?

· we are members of the Body of Christ

· if a part of your body is hurting (say, a hand), the rest of the body (feet, etc.) work together to take care of that hurt

· if a fellow believer is struggling, hurting, the rest of the Body of Christ (the Church) comes together to assist

What opportunities does our group have to work for the good of others?

· prayer

· financial support of ministries

· volunteer for various church ministries

· as a class, work together on a specific project to benefit the whole church or to benefit some needy member of the church

How can we structure our lives to be ready to serve?

· careful use of our time

· don’t waste time

· don’t try to cram too many things into our days

· realize there is a balance
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Consider the book by Richard Swenson, Margin

Margin is the space that once existed between ourselves and our limits. Today we use margin just to get by. This book is for anyone who yearns for relief from the pressure of overload. 
· Reevaluate your priorities, 
· Determine the value of rest and simplicity in your life, and 
· See where your identity really comes from. 
The benefits can be good health, financial stability, fulfilling relationships, and availability for God’s purpose.

http://www.amazon.com/Margin-Restoring-Emotional-Financial-Overloaded/dp/1576836827/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1430482681&sr=8-1&keywords=margin
4. Application
4.1 Thank someone
· Consider the person who served you, confronted you in love, or helped you carry a burden

· Contact that person and express your appreciation

4.2 Restore someone
· If a friend or family member is in the midst of sinful behavior or has made a bad decision …

· Ask God for wisdom and direction on the best way to talk with the person

· Act on your prayer
4.3 Serve someone
· Consider how your class can identify and help someone to “carry their burden”
· Use this as an opportunity to love and bring them into your group
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