May 3
Stick with Encouragement

1. Motivate

Who has been the most encouraging person in your life?

· parent

· colleague at work

· pastor

· teacher

· youth worker, ss teacher 
· spouse

· uncle, aunt

· grandparent

2. Transition

Encouragement strengthens relationships.

· Barnabas was an encourager in the early church
· God calls us to a ministry of encouragement also

3. Bible Study

3.1 Encourage Acceptance
When have you felt like the new kid on the block?

· moved to a new school

· take a new job

· went off to college

· move to a new neighborhood (literally the new person on the block)

Listen for Saul’s experience as the “new kid”.
Acts 9:26-28 (NIV)  When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27  But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28  So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.
Who mistrusted Saul in Jerusalem?  Why?

· disciples

· pretty much everyone

· all afraid

· not believing he was really a disciple

· all they knew of him was he had been arresting and persecuting followers of Christ

How do you think Saul may have felt at their rejection?

· hurt

· discouraged

· upset

· may have understood, remembering his previous behavior

How did Barnabas help the apostles accept Saul? 

· brought Saul to the apostles

· told them of Saul’s conversion experience

· told them he had seen the Lord, spoken to Him

· said he had been preaching fearlessly in Damascus in the name of Jesus 
What risks do you take when you endorse an outsider?

· people will turn on you, reject you like they reject the outsider

· the person you endorse might end up being a rascal!

· you are misunderstood

· you might get in trouble and be liable for the outsider’s misdeeds

Why did Saul have a significant testimony to others that was worth the risk for Barnabas? 
· he was well known for being a fervent pro Jew, anti Christ-follower

· he had persecuted those who believed in Jesus

· now he had radically changed

· now he had a personal experience with Jesus that he could share

· God had given him powerful skills as an orator, he could speak and debate well

In what ways can a new Christian have a unique witness to friends and associates? 
· the difference in their lives is evident

· they still have the relationships with the people they associated with before salvation

· their experience is fresh and they want to talk about it

· they can relate how their lives were on the wrong track and now God has changed their direction

What did Saul do while he was with the apostles? 

· stayed with them

· was able to move about freely in Jerusalem

· spoke boldly in the name of the Lord
How could a person like Barnabas help heal wounds in a church group?
· sees the good in both sides

· able and willing to bring people together

· encourages folks

· does not set them against each other 

3.2 Encourage Growth
Listen for Barnabas’ credentials described.
Acts 11:21-24 (NIV)   The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 22  News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23  When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24  He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.
What caused the news about Christ to take hold among many who heard it? 
· the “Lord’s hand was with them”

· God was at work in people’s hearts and minds

· God’s Holy Spirit convicted/convinced people of their need to believe in Jesus

What was taking place in Antioch that caught the attention of the church in Jerusalem?

· many people were believing in Christ

· many people were repenting and accepting the Truth of Jesus death and resurrection as an opportunity to be forgiven of their sins

· many people turning to the Lord

What in these verses support the choice of Barnabas as the right person to go to Antioch?

· he was known as someone who could ascertain the reality of someone’s (Saul’s) conversion

· he had been able to bring people together when Saul had come to Jerusalem

· he would be able to get people to come together with the many new believers

· verse 24 says he was a good man, full of (controlled and empowered by) the Holy Spirit

· a man of faith

· able to join in with the evangelistic effort and many people were brought to the Lord

What was his assessment of what he saw?

· saw the evidence of the grace of God

· he was glad

· encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord

· encouraged them to trust the Lord with all their hearts

How do we intentionally grow into the role of an encourager?

· look for the good things that are happening

· affirm those good things

· when bad behavior surfaces, offer admonishment

· it’s a form of behaviorist psychology … reward the good behavior and counsel against the mistakes

3.3 Encourage Service
Listen for why Barnabas went on the road again.
Acts 11:25-26 (NIV)   Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26  and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
Why do you think Barnabas went for Saul (it had been about 10 years since their acquaintance in Jerusalem)? 

· needed help due to the growth of the church

· knew that Saul was a dynamic speaker/teacher

· this would get Saul involved in a church growth situation

· Barnabas’ goal was church growth – saw the opportunity to get good help

· may have been thinking ahead to opportunities for future ministries together

How did Barnabas involve Saul in the growth of the early church? 

· traveled to Tarsus, Saul’s home town

· to bring him back to Antioch

· joined together they taught great numbers of people

We talked about Barnabas ministry of healing “wounds” in a church group.  What are some other reasons someone like Barnabas a real asset to a church? 
· a positive supporter of good things happening

· focused on the positive results

· encouraged and cultivated the good things happening

· found people to join in and help keep things going in the right direction

How can we actively encourage others to use their spiritual gifts?

· be observant

· notice ways in which God blesses the specific ministry involvements of someone

· affirm that person’s ministry (teaching, counseling, children’s worker, office skills, etc.)

· tell them you can see God blessing them in that way

· share your observations with church leadership

How can we actively encourage God’s larger work in our church?

· involvement in the programs that God is blessing

· look for ways to help augment the efforts of church leaders

· strong prayer support

· faithful financial support of the church’s ministries

· pray against negative influences

4. Application
4.1 Express thanks
· Express your appreciation to someone who has encouraged you

· Be specific regarding how their words or actions helped you

4.2 Evaluate yourself
· Consider which of your relationships could benefit from encouragement on your part

· Ask God to show you how you could be more encouraging to your acquaintances
4.3 Be a Barnabas
· Look for those in our church in whom God shows you there is potential

· Intentionally express encouragement and share your belief of God’s working in their lives
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