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Saved by God’s Son

1. Motivate

When have you felt captivated by a rescue event on television?

· little girl who fell down a well

· recent shootings where people are held hostage

· video of a deer who fell through the ice

· kitten stuck up a tree

· person stuck on top of their car in a flood

· wrecked car teetering on edge of a bridge with drive still in

· massive interstate wreck with over 100 cars and trucks involved

· puppies caught in a pipe

· plane landing with front wheels not in locked down position

2. Transition

We need rescue from our sinful condition

· Jesus came to earth to rescue us.

· Today we look at John’s description of Jesus’ role

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus: The Eternal One
Listen for words and phrases which speak to the identity of Jesus.

John 1:1-5 (NIV)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was with God in the beginning. 3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  4  In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
In verses 1 and 2, how does John describe someone he names as “the Word”?  
· the Word was in the beginning (speaks of a pre-existence before time began) 

· the Word was with God

· the Word was God

· He was with God in the beginning

What was the Word’s role in creation? 
· through Him all things were made

· nothing exists that He did not make

What is the description of the relationship of light and life to the one who is the Word?

· in Him was life

· that life was the light of men

· the light was the revelation of God to men

· the light shined in the darkness … revealed God’s purposes to men

· the darkness (sinful men) didn’t/don’t/won’t understand it … many reject(ed)

John uses the Greek word logos which is translated “the Word” to refer to Jesus.  Why do you think John used the concept “Word” to identify Jesus?

· Jesus communicates to us about God – what He is like

· Jesus reveals God

· Jesus is God’s teaching to us – in the flesh

John says in verse 4, In him was life.  What are some ways in which Jesus gives us life?

· salvation

· abundant living John 10:10 (KJV)  … I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

· physical life – miracle of physical birth, 

· physical healing – Isaiah 53 “by His stripes we are healed”

· rescue, protection from fatal injury

· a reason to live, meaning to life

How has Jesus been light to you?

· conviction to reveal my sins

· Jesus’ teachings reveal His loving care

· learn new lessons of how to live

· guidance in life – help in seeing the right decisions

Verse 5 speaks of the darkness not understanding “the light.”  Why do you think that happens?

· Satan blinds people from seeing God’s Truth

· people are too much occupied with other pursuits

· they are stubborn, refusing to admit their need for light

How can you be more receptive to God’s light in your life?

· be sure to be exposing your heart and mind to the light of God’s Word – every day
· when you read it, don’t just watch the words go by

· meditate on it, think about it

· even journal your thoughts … writing down what you are thinking it means to you personally
3.2 Jesus: The Only Way
Listen for some more thoughts about light.
John 1:9-13 (NIV)  The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 13  children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.
How did the “true light” give light to every person? 
· Jesus came into the world as a human being (set aside many attributes of deity)

· lived 33 years with same physical, emotional, and spiritual struggles (temptations) we face

· lived a perfect, sinless life

· communicated His love by His substitutionary death

Why didn’t the world recognize the light? 
· thought He was just another man

· didn’t want to receive His teachings

· saw Him as maybe a good teacher, a really nice guy

· saw Him as a martyr – but not as the Son of God
What is the benefit of receiving or believing in Jesus, the Word? 
· we have the right to become the children of God

· we can experience a personal relation with the very God of the universe … Jehovah, The God Who IS
· as sinners we would be cut off from God, receiving an eternal judgment of spiritual death (separation from God)

· as believers we receive eternal union with God

What’s the difference between believing about Jesus and believing in Jesus?  In what way does believe in  mean more than intellectual assent?

	Believing about Jesus
	Believing in Jesus

	· acknowledge as a sure enough historical figure

· He had an interesting life

· seemed to be most compassionate with others

· was a great teacher

· ended up a martyr

· faithful followers claimed He somehow escaped death????
	· receive His teachings … especially about our sinful condition

· realize/acknowledge Him as the Lamb of God … the final sin sacrifice

· accept what He did (dying on the cross for all sins) as Truth, Reality … 

· accept His work of redemption as Truth for me personally


What do you think it means to be a “child of God”?  What does it take?

· believe what Jesus said, claimed

· includes repentance, confession

· includes receiving by faith Jesus’ offer of forgiveness of sins

· puts you in right relationship with God

· includes ongoing submission to His authority in your life

What are your thoughts about the statement that “God has no grandchildren”?

· you cannot be God’s child just because your parents are

· you must receive Christ as savior as an act of your own personal will

· growing up in a Christian home points you in the right direction

· a Christian home fosters the desire to know Jesus

· yet it is still a personal decision for each individual

3.3 Jesus: God Dwelling Among Us
Listen for more about “the Word.”
John 1:14 (NIV)  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

How and why did the Word make His dwelling among us? 
· became flesh, became human
· lived among us

· lived with human limitations 

· limited to time and space

· had physical needs … food, water, respiration, etc.
Define “glory”.  What are some synonyms?  Let’s list them.

· high renown or honor won by notable achievements.
· Synonyms : renown, fame, prestige, honor, distinction, kudos, eminence, acclaim, praise; celebrity, recognition, reputation
How did Jesus’ earthly life reveal God’s glory?

· attributes such as the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· performed miracles – healings, revelations

· communicated Truth in His teachings

How can we reflect God’s glory?

· allow God to demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives

· submit to God’s Spirit at work in our lives

· share God’s love

· demonstrate God’s love by acts of kindness

· be involved in communicating God’s love to a hurting world

What are some ways we can joining Jesus on His rescue mission?

· prayer support for spiritual ministries

· involvement in ministries by our church

· mission trips

· financial support of spiritual ministries

· personal witness to friends, families, people we meet
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Application
Reach out to Jesus

· Maybe you feel your need for some sort of rescue

· Confess your sin, accept His forgiveness

· Share with someone what God has done for you

Celebrate

· Make a list of 3 or 4 of your favorite Christmas carols
· Write out the words of some of the verses

· Note specific words or phrases which speak of how God rescues us

· Thank the Lord for how He rescued you

Join Jesus on His rescue mission

· Maybe someone you know needs rescue … pray for them, minister to them

· Minister to someone you know who will spend Christmas alone

· Share Christ with someone who needs a rescue

Word Search Puzzle

Find words in the list on the right from 
our Bible Study in the grid on the left.


Page 5 is a handout that learners can take with them as a reminder of the lesson application.   A word puzzle is also included to engage them further in the lesson concepts.





ABUNDANT�
BEGINNING�
BELIEVE�
�
CHILD�
CHRISTMAS�
CREATE�
�
DARKNESS�
DEITY�
GLORY�
�
GRANDCHILDREN�
LIFE�
LIGHT�
�
LOGOS�
MEDITATE�
READ�
�
RECOGNIZE�
RESCUE�
WORD�
�
WORLD�
�
�
�










5

