9/3/2017
Satan

1. Motivate

What monster or fictional villain  best represents evil to you?
· Darth Vader

· Godzilla

· The Riddler, the Joker (Batman movies)

· [image: image1.png]T T T

T

T T T



Mr. Big (in Live and Let Die)

· Frankenstein

· the undead, zombies

· Freddy Krueger

· HAL 9000 

· Hannibal Lector
· Tommy DeVito

· Ernst Blofeld (in James Bond movies)

2. Transition

Satan is a real villain … not fictional
· Satan fights against us

· But today we study how we can stand in Christ.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Satan Seeks to Deceive
Listen for words that describe Satan.
Revelation 12:7-9 (NIV)  And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8  But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9  The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
What happened to the dragon and his angels? 

· fought against Michael and his angels

· he was not strong enough

· they lost their place in heaven

· hurled down 

By what names was the dragon known? 
· serpent

· the devil

· Satan
Consider  Genesis 3:1 (NIV)  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
How did Satan deceive Adam and Eve?

· suggested God said something else

· or that God meant something else

· implied that they misunderstood

· basically caused them to think and act contrary to God’s command
Note John 8:44 (NIV)  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
What did Jesus have to say about Satan as recorded by John?

· he was/is a murderer

· he does not hold to the truth

· there is no truth in him

· his “native language” is lying

· he is a liar, he is the father of lies

Verse 9 says Satan “leads the whole world astray.”  What are some ways that Satan tries to deceive us today?

· wrong is really OK

· make us doubt Truth

· suggest to us choices that are actual harmful to us

· make us think it won’t really hurt us to do _____________ 

· make us think it won’t really hurt if we don’t ___________

· keep us pursuing things that really don’t matter

· wants us to think we can handle life on our own, we don’t need God

· make harmful things look beneficial

· make us doubt what God says

In what areas of life in our culture are we most susceptible to Satan’s lies?

· sexual purity

· materialism

· substance abuse (includes chocolate chip cookies!)

· seeking pleasure in wrong places

· greed

· seeking power

· popularity

· success

3.2 Satan Seeks to Accuse
Listen for another descriptive word.
Revelation 12:10 (NIV)  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 

 What did a voice from heaven announce? 
· now has come salvation

· now comes power, God’s Power

· now comes the kingdom of our God – God’s rule

· now we seek the authority of Christ
How did the voice from heaven refer to Satan? 
· he is the accuser

· he accuses believers before God

· he does this continually

· yet he has been thrown down
Consider Job 1:9-11 (NIV) "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. 10  "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.  11  But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face." 

Of what did Satan accuse Job?

· easy living

· he was so blessed, obviously he lives a righteous life

· if he lost his wealth, he would rebel and curse God

What does Satan try to accuse us of?

· failure

· repeated sins
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don’t deserve to go to heaven 

· deserve to die                                    (both true, except for Jesus’ work of redemption)

· guilty of all kinds of things

· unfaithfulness

What words and phrases in verse 10 describe how God is our support when we are accused by Satan?
· God’s power, omnipotence to protect and provide

· God’s kingdom … the Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules

· God’s rule in our lives and all around us

· God’s authority over all things

3.3 Satan Is Relentless—But He Is Defeated
Listen for how believers overcome.
Revelation 12:11-12 (NIV)  They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12  Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short."
According to the voice from heaven, how was Satan defeated? 
· by the blood of the Lamb -  claim by faith the sacrificial, substitutionary death of Christ

· by the word of their testimony – tell your story, what has Christ done in your life

· the refusal to love one’s life 

What does it mean not to love your life so much as to shrink from death? 
· willing to die rather than forsake faith in Christ

· eternal life is more valuable than physical life

What warning was sounded to the earth and sea? Why? 
· woe to the earth and the sea

· when Satan was cast out of heaven, he was set loose on the earth

· he unleashes his fury on believers here

· he knows his time is short 

In what way does Satan try to oppose God today? 
· tell people that God is a myth

· discourage people from repentance and faith in Christ

· discourage Christians from living a victorious life

· keep believers from witnessing

· distract us with all kinds of idols in our lives

· keep us from listening to God – reading and meditating on God’s Word

· keep us from prayer, communicating with God

· provoke conflict and anti-Christian attitudes and actions
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In what ways is Satan limited? Why? 
· he is not omnipotent – God is the supreme power

· he is not omnipresent

· he is not omniscient – does not possess all wisdom

· his ultimate defeat is imminent – it will happen

Look up Ephesians 6:13-17.  What weapons and protection does God provide us against Satan?
	Weapons
	Protection – Armor 

	· sword of the Spirit (Word of God)

· witness, preach, teach

· shoes of the Gospel

· provide solid footing

· Advance against the enemy
	· helmet of salvation (protect your mind)

· breastplate of righteousness (protect your heart, your emotions)

· belt of truth (God’s Truth holds things together)

· shield of faith


Application
Confess. 

· Turn from sin and give Satan no grounds for accusations in your life. 

· Place your trust in Christ for forgiveness and freedom.

Read. 

· Make Scripture reading a daily habit. Let the truth of Scripture fill your mind rather than the deceit and lies of Satan. 

· Test every thought to see how it stands against the truth of Christ in His Word.

Speak.

· When you see others living in false guilt and believing the lies of Satan, point to the victory they can have in Christ. 

· Lead them to embrace the truth and walk in victory.
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Secret Message from God’s Word


Note to teachers about this subject:  C.S. Lewis stated that there are two errors we commonly fall into concerning the subject of Satan and evil spirits.


1. The first is to disbelieve in their existence


2. The second is to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them





My theology professor would spend extra time in prayer when he approached lectures on this topic. We need to face this lesson with a sense of seriousness and special dependence on God’s power to reveal and apply His Truth.














Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.


The Secret Message is …�We can stand in Christ





More activities at � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudiesbysteve.com/SundaySchool/FamilyActivities/DarkSide%201/index.htm" �http://www.biblestudiesbysteve.com/SundaySchool/FamilyActivities/DarkSide%201/index.htm� 








Unscramble each of the clue words.  Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.
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