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Right Here, Right Now

1. Motivate

Who is a neighbor you’re glad you’ve gotten to know?
· the grandma that bakes great cookies
· the fellow who gives you tips on how to garden

· the guy with lots of tools and helps you with your car problems

· the elderly man who needed some help your family was able to give

· the family with the kids who enjoy playing with your kids

· the friendly people with the pool

· the folks next to the vacant lot  where your kids play

· the lady who invites you over for coffee

· the family with the teenage gal who is a great baby sitter

· the people with a jr high boy who helps you with your computer 

2. Transition

Some people go overseas with the message of the Gospel
· We support them and pray for them

· But for us, we don’t have to go far to share our transformed life in Christ

3. Bible Study

3.1 Broken People in a Broken World
Listen for evil manifested.
Mark 5:1-7 (NIV)  They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2  When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3  This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 4  For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5  Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. 6  When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7  He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!
Where did the events of this story take place? 
· across the lake (Sea of Galilee)

· region of Gerasenes

· seashore

· area of tombs, caves

· was a Gentile area
How had the townspeople coped with the demon-possessed man Jesus met?  

· normally bound with chains, but he tore them off

· no one could subdue him
· lived among the tombs, didn’t wear any clothes

· cut himself with stones

What would be other effects of evil in people’s lives today that might not be observable but be just as real?

· people with phobias, overcome with worry, panic

· other kinds of addiction such as anorexia

· people who are abused family members often grow up to do the same to their children

· people are unable to overcome these things once they get hold of their lives

· family members of people who are controlled by evil are impacted significantly – they are said to be “co-dependant”

What things in this scene would have been repulsive to the Jews?

· the swine

· the graveyard (dead things are unclean)

· the man who dwelt there

· the presence of the evil spirit

· actually, this was a Gentile region (as evidenced by the presence of herds of pigs)

What are some ways we typically react when we encounter brokenness?
· avoid them

· pity them

· go the long  way around them

· sometimes make fun

· try to help them

So, why do you think Jesus came here?

· very possibly to minister specifically to this man

· to demonstrate His power and authority to the Disciples (the demons within the man recognized Him as the Son of God)

· it was also a demonstration of power to Gentiles

· to leave a witness among the Gentiles

3.2 Jesus Restores a Life
Listen for how Jesus responded.
Mark 5:8-15 (NIV)  For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!" 9  Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." 10  And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 11  A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12  The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." 13  He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 14  Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15  When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.
How did Jesus demonstrate that He was in control?

· confronted the evil spirits

· commanded them to leave the man

· rescued the man, freed him from slavery to the demons

· basically, destroyed the demons

What does this confrontation say about how the demons viewed Jesus?
· feared Jesus

· knew they were under His authority, He could command them 

Why do you think Jesus allowed the many evil spirits to go into the pigs?

· an observable demonstration of His power

· better that they go somewhere specific than just be gone

· was observable proof to the man of his deliverance

· he would see them actually controlling and destroying the pigs

· a demonstration of the destructive inclination and power of the evil spirits

Contrast Jesus’ treatment of the man in this story with attitudes we might have towards such a person? 
	Our attitude or actions
	Jesus’ attitude and actions

	· repulsed by a panhandler

· try to avoid them

· just give them a quarter to shut them up

· disgusted by smell and appearance of a homeless person

· afraid of them
	· compassion

· stops to help

· rescues the man from physical and spiritual danger

· gives him a mission to share what God is doing in his life


When the people learned what had happened to the man and came to see for themselves, just what did they see? 
· the man was sitting normally

· he was dressed

· he was obviously in his right mind

· they were afraid of what they saw

When have you observed a dramatic transformation in someone’s life? 

· a person able to kick an addiction – tobacco, alcohol, sports, TV, porn …

· the person’s habit of foul language and dirty jokes was done away with

· panic attacks and worry were a thing of the past

· a workaholic now spends time with his family and is involved in church

· a formerly selfish teen gives his or her life to future full time Christian ministry

· the “gothic” college student cleans up his or her “dark” view of life
· the person involved in heavy metal rock music gives it up and joins the church choir

3.3 Participate in Christ’s Mission
Listen for Jesus’ task for the man.
Mark 5:18-20 (NIV)  As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19  Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 20  So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.
Why do you suppose the man wanted to go with Jesus and the disciples when they were leaving in their boat?

· wanted to learn more from Jesus 

· wanted to get away from the place he associated with pain and suffering

· wanted to be with the person who had rescued him

· didn’t want people gawking at him after the fact

· he was embarrassed for the way he used to be

How did Jesus answer him? 
· go home to your family

· tell them how much the Lord has done for you

· tell them how God has had mercy on you
How did the man respond to Jesus’ instructions?  
· went away (home)

· began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him

· people who saw and heard him were amazed

· his changed life had an impact on his community
How can you use your story of transformation to share the gospel?
· share with others you know  (those neighbors we mentioned at the beginning of class)

· start a blog on the internet about what God is doing in your life

· write up the story your spiritual journey and share it with friends, family 

Why would the man in our story have such a significant impact on his home town?

· everyone knew how he used to be

· they could see the obvious change in his life

· most of the community wanted Jesus to leave because of the loss of their livestock

· here was someone whose life was changed for the better because of Jesus actions
Why is it important to be a light right where you live? 
· you don’t have to go far away and learn a new language and culture

· you know and are known in your own neighborhood, at your job, among your family

· people can see how your life is either different than it used to be or different from theirs (or both)

· you can tell them in your own words what Jesus has done and is doing for you (just like the man in the story)
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your story may not be as dramatic, but it is real and true

How can our group engage the brokenness in our community? 
· prayer for local mission organizations to the homeless

· financial support for city missions groups

· participation in their ministries – some ministries invite church groups to be responsible for a Bible study or worship service once a month

· Bible studies at a nursing home or an assisted living facility

· consider the possibility of a weekly or monthly service in a local jail
Application
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Write. 

· Write down the names of three people in your life who are far from God. 

· Ask God for an opportunity to have a spiritual conversation with them. 

Walk.

·  Walk across your street, hop over your fence, or knock on the cubicle next to you. 
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Start a spiritual conversation with them and ask God to guide your words and the conversation. 
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Research. 

· We can respond with grace and intelligence to the skeptic’s questions. 

· Launch your study with a book like Jeremiah Johnston’s Unanswered or Holman QuickSource Guide to Christian Apologetics.
    Go to Your Family

Mark 5:1 - 20 (NIV)
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Across

1. How did the towns people feel when they saw the man delivered?

3. The man came from the _?_ to meet jesus

4. Jesus told the man to _?_ his family how much the Lord had done

6. Share how the Lord has had _?_ on you

8. Jesus sent the spirits into _?_

10. The man wanted to go with who?

Down

1. People who heard man's story were _?_

2. What happened to the pigs?

5. Name of the evil spirit

7. The man had to be _?_, hand and foot

9. The man would cry out and _?_ himself with stones

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





More activities at � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudiesbysteve.com/SundaySchool/File2/RightHereRightNow.htm" �http://www.biblestudiesbysteve.com/SundaySchool/File2/RightHereRightNow.htm�
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