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Respect Authority

1. Motivate

What have you been taught about respecting authority?
· respond with “yes sir/ma’am, no sir/ma’am”

· respect/honor the office, if not the person

· God places them in authority (whether or not they are God-fearing)

· speak politely

· speak only when spoken to

·  obey laws, follow rules

· pray for those in authority

· stay out of trouble

· avoid conflict, confrontations

· civil disobedience only when the authorities advocate policies counter to Biblical teaching

2. Transition

God calls us to respect the authorities He has placed in our lives.

· Today we look at David’s respect for King Saul …

· Even though the king was trying to get rid of him

3. Bible Study

3.1 Act with Respect
Listen for David’s stealthy action.
1 Samuel 24:3-7 (NIV)  He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4  The men said, "This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.'" Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul's robe. 5  Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6  He said to his men, "The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the LORD's anointed, or lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD." 7  With these words David rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.
How did Saul come to be alone for a short time? 
· NIV said he was seeking a place of privacy to relieve himself

· other translations or scholars suggest maybe he was taking a nap

· a cave was just the thing

· this was wilderness, who would expect the target of the king’s search to be right there in the cave
How did David’s men interpret the fact that Saul entered the very cave where they were in hiding? 
· this was a God given opportunity

· his enemy had been given into his hands

· now was the time to deal with the whole problem

What tempts people to take matters into their own hands?
· Selfishness and/or self-centeredness.

· sometimes you just have to look out for yourself

· “I don’t need God, I can take care of this”

· we think of the quote, “God helps those who help themselves.”  (not from scripture)

· lack of  Christian maturity
What action did David take while Saul was unaware? 

· crept up behind him

· Saul didn’t know he was there

· cut off a corner of Saul’s robe

How do you think Saul would have behaved toward David if their situations had been reversed?

· Saul would have killed David

· that’s why he was out with his army

· it was his whole purpose … to chase down and do away with David

How did he feel about it after it was over? 
· was conscience-stricken

· declared that God would not want him to harm the king

· the king is the Lord’s anointed/appointed

· whether or not King Saul was trying to kill David, the king was still the king God had ordained 

· to kill the king would be like acting directly against God

What was the single most important reason David had for not harming Saul?

· David did not have the right to harm/kill Saul

· God had placed Saul on the throne

· God would be the one to reverse that … in God’s time

· David did not want to assume the role of God

When does restraint speak more loudly than action? 
· it’s harder to keep your mouth shut than to make a noisy scene

· insults and retaliation are more what we wish we could do, harder to not do so

· if you are being definitely wronged, everyone will be amazed at your quiet or non- response

· even the authority who might be in the wrong will realize the godliness of your restraint

· sometimes ill treatment is intended to make a person mad … if you don’t do so, the offender is thwarted
3.2 Speak with Grace
Listen for David’s confession.
1 Samuel 24:8-11 (NIV) Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 9  He said to Saul, "Why do you listen when men say, 'David is bent on harming you'? 10  This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, 'I will not lift my hand against my master, because he is the LORD's anointed.' 11  See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now understand and recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life.
How did Saul learn that David had just had him at his mercy?

· Saul left the cave, walks some distance back towards camp

· David comes out, calls to him

· David shows respect, bows down 
Of what had David been falsely accused? 
· people had convinced Saul

· David was out to harm him

· also seemed to be an element of Saul’s own paranoia, suspicion, obsession

· he thought David was trying to undermine him

· people had made up songs about David’s superiority as a warrior

What arguments did David give to prove that he was not conspiring against the king? 

· look at how God just now gave me the perfect opportunity to kill you

· in fact, my friends urged me to do so

· in spite of all of that, I spared you

· I had vowed not to harm my master

· I will not harm the Lord’s anointed/chosen

· here’s the proof … the corner of the robe … that’s all I did

· I could have killed you, but did not

· you chase me all over and cannot catch me, I end up with the perfect opportunity to kill you, but do not

What are some reasons why it is difficult to confront those in authority over you?
· they have power to get you in trouble

· you take a chance of making things worse

· they are probably easily able to put you down, get rid of you

· they have considerable power 

· authority means they can do what they wish and they may wish to do you harm

In what ways might God vindicate someone who does not use force to vindicate himself or herself? 
· God can work circumstances to change things

· you are seen as honest, forthright … the authority is seen as an oppressor

· ultimately the truth/reality will come out … the oppressor will be seen as in the wrong
3.3 Leave Vindication to God
Listen for David’s vow.
1 Samuel 24:12 (NIV)  May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. 

In what context did David invoke the name of the Lord? 
· God can look at me and see both the reasons and opportunities I have to take revenge against you

· Let God judge who is in the right

· Let God punish the person who really deserves it

What can we learn from David about dealing with difficult people in authority?
· trust God to make the judgment

· response should be one of faith

· don’t take things into your own hands

· God will make things right in a better way than we could
How do David’s actions and attitudes compare to what we see in our culture?

	David’s actions, attitudes
	Current culture

	· respect for authority, even when it is in the wrong

· willing to trust God to make things right

· refrain from retaliation
	· lie, defame those you disagree with

· violence

· retaliation in every way possible

· make a BIG fuss, get attention

· confront angrily 

· take action for “feeling offended”


What holds us back from trusting God in situations involving difficult people?
· lack of faith

· don’t believe God is powerful enough to right the wrongs against us

· anger, desire to retaliate

· don’t think God understands or knows just how bad things are
Why is it better to allow God to vindicate you rather than you trying to do it yourself?

· Note the definition and synonyms of vindicate
· show or prove to be right, reasonable, or justified.

· synonyms:
justify, warrant, substantiate, ratify, authenticate, verify, confirm, corroborate, prove, defend, support, back up, bear out
· your efforts could fail and you end up looking even more guilty and the other faction looks even more right

· if you use force to “prove” yourself right, maybe you really didn’t prove it

· if you allow God to show you were right, it’s more convincing

· God’s power, authority, and love will accomplish more than our own feeble efforts
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Application
Encourage. 

· We live in a day when authority is questioned more than honored. 

· Choose an authority figure in your life—a police officer, elected government official or church leader—and express your support and encouragement. 

Pray. 

· Follow the principle in 1 Timothy 2:1 and pray regularly for those in authority. 
· “I urge … that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may lead peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

Repent.

· If there is someone in authority to whom you have failed to show proper honor or respect, confess that to God. 

· Change your attitude, and as appropriate, apologize to the person for your former lack of respect.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Down


1. David did not allow his men to _?_ Saul


2. David _?_ down and prostrated himself


4. David said Saul was God's _?_


5. Recognize that I am not _?_ of wrongdoing or rebellion


8. you have seen with your own _?_ how God delivered you into my hands


9. Where David and men were hiding.
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Across


3. my hand will not _?_ you


4. May the Lord _?_ the wrongs you have done to me


6. David cut a corner off Saul's _?_


7. May the Lord _?_ between you and me


10. Some urged me to kill you, but I _?_ you.


11. You are hunting me down to take my _?_
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