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Ready to Help the Poor

1. Motivate

Why do you think so many people in today’s world are greedy?

· they want something for nothing

· they fear losing everything

· materialistic advertising

· believe the government should give to them (entitlement programs)

· too many people self-centered

2. Transition

At the same time, our greedy culture is a needy culture.

· God expects His followers to care for those who are in need

· Today we look at how to set aside greed in our own lives to meet needs of others

3. Bible Study

3.1 Share Freely
Listen for a warning for a wicked thought.
Deuteronomy 15:7-9 (NIV)   If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. 8  Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. 9  Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: "The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near," so that you do not show ill will toward your needy brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin.
What attitude did God want the Israelites to have toward people in need?  
· don’t be hardhearted, 

· don’t be tightfisted 

· be openhanded 

· freely lend him what he needs

What are some synonyms for the words God used.

	Hardhearted
	Tightfisted
	Openhanded

	· insensitive, 

· unfeeling, 

· unsympathetic, 

· uncaring, 

· pitiless
	· miserly, 

· stingy, 

· cheap, 

· tight, 

· grasping
	· charitable

· generous, 

· bountiful,

· philanthropic, 

· benevolent, 

· helpful,


What makes lending money a difficult thing to do? 
· in today’s world, many of us are in debt ourselves

· you have so little leverage to make sure you are repaid

· it can ruin friendships
Israelite law specified cancelation of loans every 7 years.  In that regard, what wicked thought was Israel told not to harbor?

· don’t take into account the 7 year cycle of debts forgiven

· loan the same whether forgiveness is 6 years away or 1 year away

· don’t deny the loan based on the closeness of the year of forgiveness

How would that issue translate to our culture … we don’t have the 7 year forgiveness cycle.  What kind of “wicked thoughts” might we need to deal with?

· outright stinginess

· spending all our surplus on ourselves

· unwilling to be involved financially in spiritual ministries – “They’re always asking for money”

· a blind eye  and a deaf ear to people in need

How is generosity toward the poor both a heart issue and a hand issue?

· you need to be willing to help

· you need to be concerned for them

· you need to be burdened by their burden

· then you must do something

What happens when we are haphazard or random with our giving?

· actually it is less effective

· if you give a little to one ministry, then a little to another, your little is eaten up by their overhead

· better to give a considerable sum to one or two well organized and efficient groups

· also it shows we have not given thought to how God wants us to give

· should be systematic, tithe off the top of our income

· then ask God what additional ways we can be involved financially in worthy ministries
3.2 Faith and Deeds
Listen for a warning about faith.
James 2:14-17 (NIV)   What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16  If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
 What is the relationship between faith and deeds?  
· both must be present in order to demonstrate the reality of the faith

· what you believe (about anything) should be demonstrated by the way you live

· deeds without faith are sort of meaningless

· we always do what we “want to,” what we believe in

What illustration did James use to explain how real faith affects a person’s deeds? 

· someone shows up without sufficient clothes, food

· if we just offer words of “encouragement” it means nothing

· it demonstrates you really don’t care

· parallels the issue of faith and deeds

How is being a Christian supposed to change the way we live? 
· we’ve been forgiven, we must forgive

· God has shown us mercy, grace … we must do the same with those around us

· show the love of Christ to others

· because God has saved us from the penalty of sin, he also wants to save us from the power of sin over our lives 

· God’s power should be allowed to work in and through our lives to free us from the power of sin

What can a Christian do to help the people around him or her? 
· general friendliness

· be aware of their needs

· prayer support

· practical help

· material help

· sharing of God’s wisdom

3.3 God Will Bless
Listen for what the “therefore” is there for.
Deuteronomy 15:10-11 (NIV)   Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 11  There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.
What should be our attitude about giving?

· generous

· give of your resources, trusting God will make what is left to be sufficient

· faithful in giving

· giving in faith

What would happen if Israel gave generously? 

· God promised to bless all their work

· promised to bless everything they put their hand to

Agree or disagree: God said the poor will always be with us.   This means we are excused from responding to them.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· if God says they are always here, it implies that giving them help won’t do any permanent good

· cannot help everyone

· most of them are homeless or needy by choice

· if I help everyone I see, I’ll be in the same boat myself
	· God blesses us so we can be a blessing to others

· we are to be a channel of blessing to those in need

· we are God’s instruments to minister to them

· ministering to their physical or material needs can be an opening to touch them spiritually


So what did God mean by His statement about the permanence of the poor?

· realize that poor people will always be part of the demographic

· this will be an ongoing ministry

· this will be an opportunity to meet spiritual needs as well as material

In addition to giving money, what other ways are there to help the poor?

· help them find a job

· help them find a place to live

· they may also need medical help

· training 

· counseling

· spiritual ministry

If there will always be poor people among us and we’re obligated to give, how do we keep from becoming poor ourselves?

· most (many) of us have surplus

· God blesses us with surplus to be able to help others

· God gives us wisdom, guidance to be generous in wise ways

How can we know when to give and when it’s okay not to give?

· for charities, check into what kind of work they do

· check how they use the contributions

· be careful to give to specific needs of a needy person, not feed their bad habits

· give as prompted by God’s Holy Spirit

How could God’s church make a bigger difference in the world if more people were givers?

· a small minority of church members tithe – funding the work of the kingdom

· if all were tithe, more ministries would be funded
· Consider …  Americans spent an all-time high $55.7 billion on their pets last year
· Given to Missions: $31 billion (0.1% of the income of church members in America)
4. Application
4.1 Take a drive …
· As you drive around town, ask God to give you a heart for the poor.

· When you return home, write down at least one thing you could do this week to demonstrate God’s heart for the poor.

4.2 Plan together …
· Have a conversation this week with one or two Christian friends about ways your group could respond to the needs of the poor in your community

4.3 Get involved …
· Find a gospel centered ministry your church supports that helps the poor.

· Consider getting involved by volunteering or regular financial support
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