3/23/2014
Put Your Money to Work

1. Motivate

Suppose you have a piggy bank, the kind with no hole to remove the money.  To get the money you must break it.  When is it a responsible idea to “break the bank”?
· when the cupboard is bare and you have no money left to buy groceries 

· when it comes time to use the money for the vacation

· when you really need it for some important event

· when it is full and you cannot get any more into it

· when the time of saving is up and the time of spending occurs (vacation, Christmas spending, etc.)
2. Transition

God calls us to be ready to give as the need arises.

· Today we look at Paul’s exhortation to the Corinthian church to do so

3. Bible Study

3.1 Commit to Follow Through
Listen for Paul’s advice.
2 Cor. 8:10-11 (NIV)   And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. [11] Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 

First of all, what reason did Paul offer a word of advice?

· last year the Corinthians were the first to give

· actually they were the first to express desire/intent to do so

So then, what was his advice?

· finish what you started

· let your early and eager willingness be matched by your completion

· give according to your means

If the offering was so important, why didn’t Paul just command  the Corinthians to give?

· to test their sincerity of love

· wanted to compare their sincerity/earnestness with that of others

· wanted the church to be willing givers, not forced

· if it is a command, then it becomes an assessment, not a gift

What does how a person (or a church) gives reflect about that person (or church).

· the sincerity of their relationship to Christ

· the reality of their Christian experience

· how much they truly love the Lord

· recall James’ declaration that “faith without works is dead” 

Why is it hard to be generous over the long haul?

· you only have so much money

· sometimes others who know of your generosity will hit you up for money, figuring you for a soft touch

· you get to feel that you’ve done your part … others should take a turn

· you even wonder if what you’ve given accomplishes anything good

The Corinthians had begun to give to the Jerusalem church a year before Paul wrote this letter.  What does the passage reveal about good intentions with regard to financial giving?

· they had good intentions – they were the first to volunteer or pledge to give

· they had, indeed started to collect the funds

· now they needed to finish – sometimes it’s hard to follow through completely

· Paul suggested they should finish with the same eagerness they had started with

· good intentions are admirable, but commitment for the long haul is the real test of sincerity

What kinds of things prevent people from finishing their well-intentioned commitment?

· selfishness

· lack of love, concern

· unforeseen financial crises, reversals, economic downturn

· fear they won’t have enough

· ignorance of what God wants them to do, 

· lack of faith in God’s sufficiency

· unwilling to admit that it is God that is the ultimate source for all we have

What does following through on a desire say about the desire and those who expressed it?

· they weren’t just talking

· they were more than talk, they were people of action

· what they promised they would do

· such a person is a credible Christian

· you can count on their word, their promises

How can joy lead to generosity, even when a person lives in poverty?

· the joy is in seeing God supply your own needs and even beyond

· then you get the joy of investing in God’s work, in the kingdom work of God

· you might not actually see what you have given get there our be used, but you know that God is using it for eternal benefits

3.2 Help Supply Others’ Needs
Listen for a mutuality or equality principle Paul expresses.
2 Cor. 8:12-15 (NIV)   For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.   [13] Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. [14] At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, [15] as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little." 

What standard for giving did Paul indicate was both practical and reasonable?

· give according to what you have

· you are not expected to give what you don’t have, beyond your means
What reasons does this passage specify that some have abundance?

· supply others who are in need

· there will be equality

· the person who has plenty won’t have too much (to be wasted)

· the person who has too little will not go without

· they might someday, in some way, be able to supply your need

Why do people  often hesitate or even refuse to give of their  abundance – even to tithe?

· selfishness

· we like to hoard

· we want to spend it on our own selves

· “I worked hard for this – I deserve to pamper myself”

· “I might not have enough for my own needs, money doesn’t grow on trees, you know.”

· “I’m afraid I won’t have enough to meet my expenses – anything can happen!”

What end does God want our charitable giving to achieve? 

· it is NOT to make one group destitute when they give so others may have plenty

· rather that there be more of an equality

· when you are well off, you can help others who are in need

· when the situation might become reversed, they can minister to your need

How does verse 14 support the principle of the church being a body?

· whenever part of the body is in need, in hurt, the rest of the body acts to remedy the situation

· if my hand is hurt, my feet take me to where I can get treated

· if my knee is skinned, my hand can put on a bandage

· when part of the church (the body of believers) is in need, the rest of the church can step in and participate in helping to meet that need

· later on, the roles may be reversed

What Old Testament example guides our giving? How? 

· the experience of the Children of Israel in the wilderness

· they were to gather enough manna for one day

· no matter how much they gathered, it was enough and no more

· if someone gathered excess, it was all used up

· if someone gathered a small amount, it would be sufficient

3.3 Finish the Task
Listen for what Paul was boasting about to the Macedonians.
2 Cor. 9:1-5 (NIV)  There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints. [2] For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. [3] But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. [4] For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to say anything about you--would be ashamed of having been so confident. [5] So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. 

What descriptive words or phrases about positive giving attitude do you see here?

· I know your eagerness

· I’ve been boasting about it

· your enthusiasm stirred them to action

· confidence

· generosity promised

· not grudgingly given

Why do you think Paul was giving advance notice to the Corinthians if he stated “there is no need for me to write to you”?

· he didn’t need to write to tell them to give, they had already promised to do so

· he wrote to encourage them to live up to their promises

· he didn’t want them to be embarrassed if they had forgotten and it was too late

· he wanted them to have the right motivation – generosity, not forced

Why do you think this advanced notice would make a difference?

· people have time to think about the amount

· they might need to make arrangements in their budgets and be able to give more

· they might want to pray about how much to give

· God’s Spirit would have time to guide their decision

Why would the generosity of the Macedonians motivate the Corinthians to join in the collection for the Christians of Jerusalem?

· enthusiasm can be contagious

· they would think, “if they can give generously, so can we”

· they wouldn’t want to be shown up 

· they show by example how to be generous

( The giving of the Macedonians would certainly be a blessing to the needy believers in Jerusalem.   

How was it also a blessing to the Corinthians (who were not in financial need)?  What lessons would they learn?

· they would learn the ministry of giving

· they would learn by example

· they would experience the joy of ministering to others

· they would learn to be less dependent on material things, more dependent on God

4. Application
4.1 Be open to the advice of others who have spiritual insight.
· They have our best interest in mind.

· Our desire to participate in a worthy task ought to be matched by our efforts to accomplish it.

· Ask God for both the motivation and the enabling to serve Him in new ways.

4.2 Believers are to be willing to provide for other believers’ needs.
· Know that ultimately, God is the One who provides for us in our time of need … but He often does so through other believers.
· Be ready to give of the abundance God has given you to meet the needs of others

4.3 Charitable giving needs to be an expression of zeal in our hearts.
· It is not just an act forced on us by a mandate or an obligation

· When you pledge to help others, take steps to plan ahead so you will be able to carry out the commitment.

