3/27/2016
Our Need for Hope

1. Motivate

What are some things people often hope for?

· a new boat

· good weather for their vacation

· that the car keeps running

· a better job

· good grades for their kids

· that their favorite sports team would win

· nicer neighbors

· the garden will do well this year

2. Transition

So many of our hopes have to do with a good future.

· Jesus is our hope for an eternal future

· Today we study the hope Jesus gives – resurrection life now and forever

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Sure Hope
Listen for Martha’s hope.
John 11:17-24 (NIV)   On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18  Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19  and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 21  "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22  But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." 23  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24  Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."
What did Jesus find when He arrived at Bethany?  
· Lazarus was already dead

· had been dead 4 das

· He found the many people who had come for the wake
What did Mary and Martha do when they heard that Jesus was coming?

· Martha went out to meet Jesus

· Mary stayed at home

How do you account for the four days from Lazarus’ death until Jesus’ arrival in Bethany?

· took time for the messenger to reach Jesus initially

· would have then taken time for Jesus to make it back

· even so, Jesus waited (verses prior to our passage)

· Jewish belief was that after 4 days the person was really dead, no hope of them waking up or being revived

What did Martha say to Jesus about His having come after Lazarus had died?  
· Martha declared that if Jesus had been present, her brother would not have died

· also suggested that He could still do something about it

· when Jesus said Lazarus would rise again, she seemed to take it to mean the eventual resurrection for all of God’s children 
Why do we question Jesus about His timing, His way of answering our needs?

· we have a human perspective

· we are impatient

· we don’t see the overall picture

· we are short sighted … think only about the here and now

· we think we know what is best for us

Martha was probably struggling with the emotion of grief over Lazarus’ death.  How can our emotions impact our ability to trust God’s sovereignty?

· we don’t think clearly (or at all)

· we are blinded by our emotions, they keep us from spiritual sight

· emotions come and go, cannot base our spiritual experience on emotions

Martha was probably filled with grief over Lazarus’ death.  How can our emotions impact our ability to trust God’s sovereignty?

· we don’t think clearly (or at all)

· we are blinded by our emotions, they keep us from spiritual sight

· emotions come and go, cannot base our spiritual experience on emotions
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Recall image from Four Spiritual Laws booklet

· our relationship with Christ is based on the Facts of the Truth and our Faith

· Feelings (emotions) are nice but the steam train runs without a caboose 

· (note that this image is out dated – you have to know what a caboose is)

Martha  may have been confused, discouraged, grieved about her brother’s death … 

But …  Martha clung to the basic Truth … Jesus is the Son of God

3.2 A New Life
Listen for a new “I am” statement.
John 11:25-26a (NIV) 25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26  and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
What does this “I am” statement teach us about Jesus’ nature and character?

· Jesus is the one who provides eternal life

· we will die physically

· but those who are believers will be resurrected from physical death to spiritual life … union with God

What did Jesus say would happen to those who believed in Him? 
· the person will live

· even though physically dead, they will be spiritually alive

· we will live forever in God’s presence

How can one who is dead still have life?

· physical death can be defined a couple of different ways

· cessation of life signs (heartbeat, respiration,  blood pressure, brainwaves)

· separation of body and spirit

· spiritual life is union of the spirit of a person with God

Compare what Jesus and Martha were saying about a resurrection, about Jesus

	Martha’s understanding 
of resurrection and Jesus
	Jesus’ view of resurrection
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Lazarus will be resurrected eventually
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it will happen at the “last day”

· you are the Messiah, the Christ

· you are the Son of God
	· your brother will rise again
· I (Jesus) am the resurrection and the life

· belief in me results in life beyond physical death

· there is no death for a believer


What does it mean to “believe in” Jesus?

· receive as personal Truth, Jesus work of redemption

· to confess and repent from a sinful way of life

· to accept by faith that Jesus has taken the penalty for our sins and offers us forgiveness and eternal life

To whom does He personally become resurrection and life?

· to those who respond to His offer of salvation

· to those who have confessed and repented from their sinfulness

· to those who have received His promise of the forgiveness of sins

How would you describe the hope of eternal life to someone who’s never heard about it?

· contrast the life and death of a plant … it just ceases to exist when it dies

· our spirits continue on even when our physical life ends

· those who have accepted Christ as Savior and Lord will be with Him spiritually forever, eternally

3.3 Only Believe
Listen for Mary’s reaction to Jesus assurance.
John 11:26b-27 (NIV)  Do you believe this?" 27  "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."
What question did Jesus pose to Martha?

· declared “I am the resurrection”

· do you believe this?

· do you believe that I can resurrect not only your brother now, but all believers eternally?

· “you believe in the eventual resurrection … do you believe that I am the agent of that resurrection?”

What belief did Martha express to Jesus?  
· she believed in the eventual resurrection of the dead

· she believed Jesus could accomplish miracles

· she also declared her belief in Him being the Messiah … God come to the world as a man
Why do you think Jesus asked if she believed?  Wouldn’t He (as omniscient God) already know?

· this is not a test for Jesus to find out her belief

· this is a test for Martha to find out about herself

· Jesus wants each of us to make that declaration for our own selves

· He was pushing her to make a personal commitment

How does the hope of eternal life influence your daily decisions?

· realization that my actions in the here and now will affect eternity

· what I do affects my own eternal destiny

· it also can affect the destiny of those around me

· faith and obedience to the Lord can accomplish great things

How can you live in such a way to demonstrate your personal hope of eternal life to people around you who don’t know Jesus?

· acts of kindness

· personal witness, sharing your hope

· come along side those who are struggling, grieving – encouragement, practical help, prayer
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Application
Receive God’s gift of life

· If you have never turned to Jesus in faith, it’s not too late

· Jesus is ready to welcome you with open arms

· Turn away from your sinful condition and in faith receive Jesus’ forgiveness and offer of eternal life

Thank Jesus for your hope

· Take time to read through the gospel accounts of Jesus resurrection and appearances to the disciples

· Note how they experienced hope in realizing,  He is risen, indeed
· Thank the Lord each morning that your eternal life rests in His life

Minister the hope of Christ

· Consider someone you know who has lost a loved one recently

· Your presence could be just what this person needs to help him or her adjust to the loss and to remember that Jesus cares

Easter Word Search 


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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