9/18/2016
One Great Problem

1. Motivate

If you had the power to fix one problem,  what would you fix?

· politics

· cancer

· Alzheimer’s

· the environment

· the weather

· teenagers

· the drug problem … do away with it

· global warming/climate change

· crime

2. Transition

We can see many problems that trouble us

· Most of these problems are the result of our sinful condition

· Without Christ, we are condemned forever due to sin

3. Bible Study

3.1 We Are All Sinners
Listen for how we are all alike.
Romans 3:9-12 (NIV)  What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. 10  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11  there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 12  All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."
How did Paul compare himself to others?   
· we’re all in the same predicament 

· it’s true for Jews and Gentiles alike

· we’re all under sin
According to Paul, who is righteous? 
· no one is righteous

· not one person

What is our natural tendency toward God? 
· no one understands God

· no one even seeks God

· our natural tendency is to ignore Him
What evidence points to sin as a universal problem?
· look at the newspaper, the TV news

· all we hear about is either cheating, lying politicians or murder and mayhem 

· if we are honest with ourselves, we just look within our own thoughts, actions, attitudes, conversations

How would baby-sitting a two-year-old for a week influence your opinion about the goodness or badness of humans in general? 
· you see defiance

· you see failure to control oneself

· anger

· humanistic attitude,  “I can do it” … but they can’t

· selfishness

Note the Toddler’s 10 Rules of Possession

1. If I like it, it’s mine.

2. If it’s in my hand, it’s mine.

3. If I can take it from you, it’s mine.

4. If I had it a little while ago, it’s mine.

5. If it’s mine, it must never appear to be yours in any way.

6. If I’m doing or building something, all the pieces are mine.

7. If it looks just like mine, it is mine.

8. If I saw it first, it’s mine.

9. If you are playing with something and you put it down, it automatically becomes mine.

10. If it’s broken, it’s yours!

Sin is an intentional and deliberate rebellion against the way of the Lord.  We are quick to see this in our culture and in the world around us.   If we are honest, what attitudes and actions in our own lives demonstrate this reality?

· the way we feel about our neighbors

· how our kids or our spouses make us mad

· the things we look at online when no one is watching

· the thoughts we have about others

· the priorities we demonstrate with our time or our money

· when we yell at one another in our family
Sin blinds us so we do not seek God.  What are some ways we do not seek God?

· abandon Bible reading, prayer

· don’t listen during pastor’s sermon … let your mind wander

· reject the application of a Bible study – “that’s not for me”

· look for human solutions to our problems, don’t go to God for His help and intervention
3.2 Under God’s Judgment
Listen for what the law does for us.
Romans 3:19-20 (NIV) 19  Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20  Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.
What is the purpose of having God’s law?  

· it shows us we are accountable to God

· obeying the law does not make us righteous

· it makes us conscious of sin

· we realize the problem – we are sinners

· the law itself does not provide the solution

What are some ways people think will make them acceptable to God?

· do good deeds

· go to church

· help others

· always speak kind

· don’t smoke,  drink, chew (“or go with girls/guys who do”)

· stay away from trashy movies

 When you serve on a jury, how do you determine the guilt or innocence of the defendant?

· consider the evidence given, the testimony of the witnesses

· ask is there believable evidence to show that the defendant broke the law or not

· were his/her actions in defiance of the law (guilty)

· or in agreement with the law (innocent)

Consider the charge against mankind?   (  guilty of condition of sin … condemned to die

According to these verses what kind of defense can we establish?
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every mouth may be silenced and …

· the whole world held accountable to God

What was a specific example when reading the Bible convicted you of a particular sin?

· over an attitude of jealousy

· dealing with worry

· dealing with impure thoughts

· when you became convicted about failing to __________ (fill in the blank)
· realized you needed to apologize to someone
God’s Holy Spirit speaks to us through God’s Word and convicts or convinces us of our sinful actions and our sinful condition.

· He calls us to confess that sin … to agree with God it is sin
· He convinces us to repent … to turn away from that sin and turn to God
3.3 Fallen Short of God’s Glory
Listen for failure.
Romans 3:23 (NIV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
What other ways do we use the terminology “fall short”?

· didn’t get enough points to pass the test

· didn’t make enough points to win the game

· got eliminated in the quarter finals

· high jump or pole vault … fell short of the bar

· long jump, landed shorter than the winning jump

· the golf putt was inches short of the hole

· not tall enough to ride on the Gigga Monster Coaster

· didn’t have enough sales to qualify for a promotion

What does it mean to fall short of the glory of God?  

· our actions and attitudes don’t measure up to God’s standard

· unable to live the way God requires

· sinful condition dooms us to failure before God
In light of verse 23, what helps you find hope?

· we are all in the same predicament

· everyone fails … not just me

· I cannot glorify God on my own

· my religious or economic or racial background neither helps me nor condemns me … everyone has the same problem

· if all we had was verse 23 we’d be hopeless … but God already has provided hope for us—in Jesus Christ.
How can Christianity be described as “good news” when it teaches that all people are guilty before God?  How do we find hope?

· it doesn’t leave you only with the guilt

· the good news is the fact that God has provided a remedy

· there is a way out of our sinful condition

· Jesus has taken the penalty (death) for our sinful condition

· if we confess our condition (agree with God about our sinfulness) and repent (turn away from those sinful actions and attitudes) and believe God’s offer of forgiveness through Jesus … that’s GOOD NEWS

· That is the hope we have … more than just a wish, it is Truth you can base your life on


Application
Confess 

· Ask God to reveal to you any areas of sin that you have not dealt with. Confess those and turn from them. 

· Ask God to help you live for His glory. 

· If you have never confessed sin and turned your whole life over to Christ, begin now. 

Pray

· Pray specifically for those who have yet to confront their own sin and turn to Christ.

· Keep praying for these individuals until you see the fruit of God’s work in their lives.

Invite 

· Ask someone who is not yet a believer to come with you to your Bible study group.  Offer to pick them up if necessary. 

· Plan some time afterward to talk with your friend about the study and about Christ.

Based on our lesson today, how would you answer?
NO defense!





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.











I’ve done far more good things than bad.  Won’t it all balance out?











I’m a good person.   I’m kind to everyone.   I don’t lie and I’ve never murdered or stolen anything.  I think God will accept me.
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