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Living in a Divided Culture

1. Motivate

What comes to mind when we think about the term “blind spot”
· certain angles of view in your car where you cannot see

· the spot on the retina of our eyes which has few light receptors

· an attitude about someone or some situation that causes you to prejudge others – you don’t see reality, you see what you want to see
2. Transition

Today we look at a blind spot that Peter had.

· It was dangerous, limiting

· With God’s help, Peter overcame his blind spot.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Challenge Your Assumptions

Listen for Peter’s strange experience.
Acts 10:9-15 (NIV)   About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. [10] He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. [11] He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. [12] It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. [13] Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." [14] "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I have never eaten anything impure or unclean."   [15] The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything impure that God has made clean." 

Where was Peter when the centurion’s men approached Joppa?    What was he doing? 

· up on the roof to pray

· was waiting for meal to be prepared

What did Peter see in a vision? 

· saw heaven opened

· large sheet let down by four corners

· contained all sorts of 4-footed animals, reptiles, birds

How do you think Peter felt when he was told to kill and eat unclean food?

· revulsion

· it was some sort of a bad dream

· felt especially righteous giving the correct answer

· confusion – why would God tell him to do this

· maybe it was a test

Specifically, why did Peter protest against the command to eat? 

· there were “unclean” animals, forbidden by Jewish law

· Peter claimed he had always been faithful about following dietary law

Peter had been taught from childhood to avoid gentiles.  What are some reasons we reject or avoid certain people?

· parents always said don’t talk to strangers

· they are different from us

· they might have a bad influence

· don’t smoke, drink, or chew or go with girls/boys who do

· we’ve been told that they are a bad

What stereotypes might people make about us (say as Southern Baptists – or fill in your denomination)?

· Bible thumpers

· fundamentalists

· red-necks

· narrow minded

· hypocrites

Even though people might look at you with those kinds of blind spots, why is it still wrong to do so about others?

· God is telling Peter (and us) that He wants the Gospel shared with everyone
· presuppositions about others can conflict with our communication of the Good News

· God loves them, so should we

· we need to allow God to love others through us … no matter what their background

How can we recognize we have ingrained blind spots about people?

· think about why we avoid or reject a certain person

· ask God to make us aware of our prejudices

· learn to look at people as God looks at them … someone for whom Christ died

· pray for them – for their needs, for their salvation

Peter’s dream was unexpected; how does God deal with us in surprising ways?

· plunk us down in a new situation

· allow different circumstances to come our way

· bring new people into our lives – such as a new neighbor who moves in next door

· show us something new from scripture

3.2 Change Your Behavior
Listen for how Peter changes his behavior.
Acts 10:22-23 (NIV)   The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say." [23] Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.  The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along.  … [28] He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. [29] So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection.
What did the messengers tell Peter?

· we have come from Cornelius the centurion

· he is a righteous, God-fearing man

· local Jewish people respect him

· an angel appeared to him, told him to invite you (Peter) to come and share your message with us
How did Peter respond to the messengers’ request? 

· invited the men in as guests

· next day started out with them to visit Cornelius

· took local believers along with him

How did Peter’s hospitality to the messengers show that he was beginning to put into practice what he had learned in the vision?

· these were gentiles

· on top of that, this was a Roman … an invader into Israel

· normally would not have invited them in

· neither would he have gone with them

What are some specific things that make you uncomfortable when you encounter someone who is really different from you?

· they talk “funny” or struggle with their English

· they dress differently

· they have a different set of customs and you don’t know how to react

· they can even have a different odor about them (their cooking, their personal hygiene)

· you are sure they disagree with you about personal values and beliefs

What about Cornelius, what could have been some barriers he had to overcome to make these invitations?

· the opinions of fellow officers

· maybe his wife and kids were not overly thrilled about all of this, he would have been ordering them to be there despite their own desires

· he was undoubtedly a busy man – how much time could they spare for a traveling Jewish/Christian religious speaker

· he may have been putting his career in jeopardy

What barriers do we have to overcome to be a testimony to friends and family?

· I’m so busy – they are so busy

· they have their own agenda – sports, jobs, family activities

· I don’t want to seem like a fanatic

· we think that repeated invitations  will drive others away

· we hardly know our neighbors

· they are so different than we are … they would never understand

· “I could never invite someone of that race!”

3.3 Clarify That Jesus Is Lord of All
Listen for a model of Christian teaching.
Acts 10:34-36 (NIV)  Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism [35] but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. [36] You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

How does Peter say his understanding of God changed by his vision? 

· declares his realization that God does not show favoritism

· God accepts men and women from every nation

· only requirement is to fear (stand in awe) of God and do what is right
How do cultural and religious barriers hinder growth in our faith?

· some people we tend to automatically write off as pagans

· we don’t associate with people of liberal (or fundamentalist) denominations

· we don’t actively seek people of other ethnic groups to join with us in worship

· we judge certain religious or ethnic groups as being outside of God’s love – or at least outside of our “happy” little group

Consider the fact that some people might feel that God would never forgive them … why might they hold to that idea?

· they’ve done something really bad

· they have repeatedly been told they are bad and now believe it

· they cannot love themselves or forgive themselves, why should or how could God?

How does the Truth of Peter’s message, the Good News of salvation counter that belief?

· God accepts men of all situations

· God offers the reality of redemption (freedom from sin’s penalty and power) to all men
· The reality is that we are all sinners – God does not look at levels of sinfulness, it is a true or false situation – you have been redeemed or you are condemned 

· It was accomplished by the death and resurrection of Jesus

· It is made effective by your confession, repentance, acceptance of Christ’s provision

How can we make our testimony relevant to people who are different from us?

· note concerns we have in common (family, jobs, health)

· share your struggles in these areas

· share how God worked in these situations

· invite them to special religious celebrations (Christmas or Easter musicals, etc.)

· they are honored to be included in something special that it is important to you

· invite them into your home for refreshments, a meal … fellowship builds important bridges

4. Application
4.1 Man-made barriers stand between people in different groups.
· These barriers can interfere with sharing Christ with one another.

· Prejudice is inconsistent for Christians.

· Ask God this week to help you overcome your prejudices.

4.2 The Gospel is for all people.
· Christians must boldly cross barriers to tell the Good News.

· What barriers do you need to cross to be involved in this process?

· Look for people outside your normal circle of acquaintances who need the Gospel message
4.3 God deals with people without showing favoritism based on some outward characteristic
· Those who truly seek the Lord are prepared to receive Him

· The gospel is the proclamation of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection

· Remain true to this gospel … believe it … proclaim it!
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