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Live Humbly

1. Motivate

In what ways is pride a good thing or a bad thing?

	Pride can be good when …
	Pride can be bad when …

	· you learn to do things well, not sloppy
· it motivates you to excel

· you get to enjoy the feeling of a job well done
	· you get your “nose in the air”
· you think you are better than everyone else

· you take credit for what you didn’t do


2. Transition

Today we look at a man who was very proud

· He was warned about his pride but ignored it

· God taught him to be humble

3. Bible Study

3.1 Pride: Elevating Self
Listen for how pride was expressed.
Daniel 4:27-30 (NIV)  Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue." 28  All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29  Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30  he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?"
How did Daniel conclude his exhortation? 
· please accept my advice

· renounce your sins and wickedness  … confess, repent

· show your repentance by being kind to the oppressed

· maybe then God will continue your prosperity
What happened to the king twelve months after the dream?
· he was walking on the palace roof

· he was admiring the great city he had built

· he reflected on his own greatness … power, glory, majesty

· “I am so great … look at all I have done and accomplished”

What words or phrases show to whom Nebuchadnezzar credited his accomplishments?

· I have built the palace

· my mighty power

· for the glory of my majesty

What was his motivation for all he set out to accomplish?

· his own notoriety

· so he would look good

· his own pleasure

· his own fame

In what ways can our view of ourselves hinder our spiritual growth? 
· we think to highly of our own goodness

· we ignore God

· we ignore the One who has blessed us and provided for us

· we end up being humanists … we make deities of ourselves

· when that happens we don’t trust God any more

· happens even to Christians who trust in Jesus for salvation, but want to run their own lives

How would you describe the difference between being proud and being prideful?

	Being Proud
	Being Prideful

	· take pride in doing a good job

· want to do your best

· caring to do well for your own good, for good of others

· opposite of being a slob, not caring how you look, how you do
	· like King Nebuchadnezzar

· take credit for all you do, all you are

· give no credit to God

· give no credit, thanks to others who have helped you

· make sure everyone knows how good you are


From the king’s view, what purpose did the twelve months since the dream represent?

· seems to have ignored what Daniel said

· did not take the warning, ignored the advice

· Daniel’s interpretation of the dream meant nothing to him
From God’s perspective, what did those twelve months represent?

· was like a ticking bomb

· you’ve used up your time to repent

· I can see you paid no attention to what I told  you

· you’re going to regret your lack of attention to your warning

Obviously he had not repented of a prideful attitude.  This is 12 months later – why do you think God’s judgment was delayed?

· God is long suffering

· wants to give people a chance to process their need in their own minds and hearts

· when judgment comes, people do not have an excuse

· they will know they are guilty and deserve judgment

3.2 Be Humble or Be Humbled
Where do you see pride’s destructive power at work in today’s culture?  (focus on the culture, not a specific person you may know of)

· politics

· sports stars who let their fame go to their heads, flaunt the law

· entertainers who live in excess because they have so much money

· news people who communicate only what will gain them fame

Listen for God’s judgment of pride.
Daniel 4:31-33 (NIV)  The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32  You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes." 33  Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.
 What word came to the king even as he stood boasting to himself about his accomplishments?

· even as he boasted, a voice from heaven pronounced his fate

· he would lose his authority

· he would be driven away from people

· he would live with/like a wild animal … eating grass like a cow

· 7 periods of time would pass

· finally he would acknowledge God’s sovereignty over his own

What are some warning signs to determine if we are becoming too proud?

· constantly looking at my own accomplishments

· expecting (demanding) recognition for the “great things” I’ve done

· figuratively patting yourself on the back for your great efforts

· always talking about oneself

In what ways should God’s humbling of the proud be a warning to us?  A comfort?

	Warning
	Comfort

	· don’t get a big head about your accomplishments
· give credit where it is due … God

· don’t ignore God’s  convicting Holy Spirit
	· there’s a lot of proud people around
· they seem to flaunt God

· recall Galatians 6:7 (NIV) Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.
· The proud who lord it over others now will one day learn who is really Lord

· everyone will one day bow down before God and acknowledge His greatness


3.3 Divine Restoration
Listen for the king’s restoration.
Daniel 4:34-35 (NIV)  At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 35  All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?"
What do you think is implied in the phrase “I looked up to heaven”?

· took his eyes off himself and his own accomplishments

· realized his own self-centeredness and repented of it

· began to realize

· Who God is

· God’s power and authority

What happened when the insane king finally looked up to heaven?

· sanity returned

· praised and worshiped the Most High

· honored the One who lives for ever

To what does the “end of the days” refer?
· at the end of the 7 periods of time

· when the king’s sanity finally returned

· when he finally realized his sin of pride
With a restored mind and spirit, what did the king do?
· praised God, the Most High

· honored and glorified “Him who lives forever”

· declared God’s sovereignty and eternality

· noted God’s greatness in contrast to men’s 

· confessed his own guilt
What had he learned about God and His rule over the affairs of humankind?

· God is in control

· God is the One who is powerful

· anything man has done is the result of God’s blessings and enabling

Nebuchadnezzar had been one proud king … why after all of that do you think God restored both his kingdom and his sanity?

· Consider 1 John 1:9 (NIV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

· God would rather redeem us from slavery to sin than clobber us, punish us

· God receives more glory from changing our lives than from destroying them (even though we deserve the latter)

4. Application
4.1 Ask for humility
· Not everyone is born with a generous supply of humility

· Pray that God will give you an honest and humble attitude every day

· As God to give you a proper understanding of your own place and a deeper understanding of His glory

4.2 Display humility
· We live in a culture where the temptation to brag is huge … especially since the rise of social media

· This week be intentional about allowing your life and words to point to Christ, not to yourself
4.3 Humbly correct a wrong
· If you’ve wronged or hurt someone or acted arrogantly in front of another …

· Swallow your pride, go the person, apologize and seek to make things right

also a warning
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