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I Celebrate You

1. Motivate

What are some of your favorite celebrations?
· Christmas

· birthdays

· family vacations

· anniversary

· graduations

· baptisms

· reunions

· Sunday school parties

2. Transition

How might you celebrate God?

(  This week we look at how we can celebrate each week or even each day our relationship with the Lord.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Celebrate God in Worship
Listen for what is being celebrated here.
Psalm 92:1-4 (NIV) A psalm. A song. For the Sabbath day. It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High, [2] to proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night, [3] to the music of the ten-stringed lyre and the melody of the harp. [4] For you make me glad by your deeds, O Lord; I sing for joy at the works of your hands. 
How does the psalm introduce its topic? 

· this is a psalm/song

· it is for the Sabbath day

· it’s for the good purpose of praising the Lord

· it’s for making music to the name of the Most High God

What does this passage celebrate? 

· the name of God

· God’s love

· God’s faithfulness

· thankfulness of God’s glad deeds

· the joy of the works of God’s hands

What “works of God’s hands” in your life make you want to praise the Lord?

· salvation

· daily supply of needs

· health, healing

· family, friends

· beauty of God’s creation

· safety, freedom

The psalmist said it is “good to praise the Lord.”   What are some ways in which it is “good”?

· encouraging

· God deserves praise

· pleasant

· beneficial

· appropriate

If worship is good, why are there times we view it as drudgery?

· you might be tired

· you don’t appreciate the style of the group worship

· you are in a bad mood

· you might not be in right relationship with God

· you realize you don’t know God as well as you might or as well as you should

· you are too busy – other things are more important to you than God!!!   (that is, you have idols)

· consider attitudes of guilt, arrogance, apathy, anger, selfishness

How can you break the pattern of feeling like it is a duty or a drudgery?

· prepare for worship … anticipate it

· meditate daily on God’s greatness, His power, authority, and love

· count it joy to serve the Lord

· think about ways you can please Him

· be ready to declare God worthy of praise  – worship is “worth-ship”

What are the benefits of worshiping as a congregation?

· we can make a big sound together

· a variety of skills in music, speaking

· it is uplifting to share the experience 

· there are scores/hundreds of other people who are sharing your feelings, your attitude about God’s worthiness

What methods of praise are mentioned?

· singing

· playing musical instruments

· shouting

What is it about music that can enhance the celebration factor of a worship service?
· music moves the emotions

· it can express quiet, reflective worship

· it can express boisterous joyous worship

· we take the tunes and words with us in our minds as we go about our daily lives
· it is an excellent structure on which to hang the words of our worship

3.2 Recognize the Eternal Realities of Worship
Listen for what happens to the enemies of God.
Psalm 92:5-9 (NIV) How great are your works, O Lord, how profound your thoughts! [6] The senseless man does not know, fools do not understand, [7] that though the wicked spring up like grass and all evildoers flourish, they will be forever destroyed. [8] But you, O Lord, are exalted forever. [9] For surely your enemies, O Lord, surely your enemies will perish; all evildoers will be scattered. 
What do these verses celebrate?

· God’s great works

· His profound thoughts

· the perishing of God’s enemies

· the scattering of evildoers

What words and phrases are used to describe people who do not follow God?

· senseless man

· fools

· wicked

· evildoers

Why is it foolish to ignore or openly rebel against God?

· they think they are going to escape

· they succeed and flourish at first

· but they will ultimately be scattered and destroyed

· they don’t know or understand God

Verse 8 says that God is exalted forever.  How can that affect our daily personal worship?
· “forever” implies or means continuously

· each day is part of forever

· it’s not just on Sundays that God is to be worshiped

· that would mean a discontinuity in our worship

· I need to look for ways, for things to praise God for each day … several times each day

What do you observe around you in everyday life that gives evidence that God is being exalted?

· beauty of nature

· seeing people trust God – for salvation – for daily needs
· new souls being added to the Kingdom – to the Body of Believers – around the world
How would the fact of God’s eternal/forever exaltation affect our congregation (corporate) worship?

· group worship is another style of experience

· it adds to personal worship

· recall previous comments on the advantages of worshiping as a congregation

· we affirm each other’s attitude of praise

· it multiplies our praise and worship

3.3 Enjoy the Benefits of Worship
Listen for comments about old age.
Psalm 92:10-15 (NIV) You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine oils have been poured upon me. [11] My eyes have seen the defeat of my adversaries; my ears have heard the rout of my wicked foes. [12] The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; [13] planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. [14] They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, [15] proclaiming, "The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him." 
What had the Lord done for the psalm writer? 

· exalted his horn – made him/shown him to be strong

· poured fine oil on his head

· defeated his adversaries

· routed his wicked foes

What imagery is used to describe the benefits of those who worship the Lord? 

· flourish like a palm tree

· grow like a cedar of Lebanon

· flourished in the courts of God

· still bear fruit in old age

· stay fresh and green

Under what circumstances do the righteous flourish? 

· planted in the house of the Lord

· flourish in God’s courts

· live in God’s presence

· depend on God’s strength and guidance

· quick to hear God speak

· ready to do His bidding

· submitted to His lordship in your life

In what way will the righteous “bear fruit”? 

· even in old age

· the Fruit of the Spirit

· not old and grumpy, but refreshingly active for God

What would cause or enable a believer to “still bear fruit in old age”?
· a life of worship, it becomes a habit

· a life of continuous dependence on God

· many years’ experience of seeing God answer prayer, provide needs

· learn successful attitudes/practices of trust and obedience

4. Application
4.1 We need to celebrate what God has done for us
· Practice celebrating Him personally every day

· Remember that some celebrations are more exuberant than others

· Know that both kinds of celebrations are valid

4.2 The righteous recognize that God’s thoughts are very deep
· Foolish people think that God is like a befuddled old man

· Realize that the wicked succeed for a time, but their end will come

· This week ignore the foolishness of the World and focus on knowing and praising God
4.3 God blesses His faithful people
· Know that you can live a stable and fruitful life
· Whatever your situation, whatever your age, know God is providing, blessing, making you fruitful
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