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How Can I Be Sure God Exists?

1. Motivate

What is your favorite outdoor scene?

· my garden

· the golf green

· camping in the woods

· sunset over the lake

· mountains

· snow in the back yard

· spring in the back yard

· safe on the ground when the plane lands

· off the side of a fishing boat

· skiing down the mountain
2. Transition

Consider that many of the scenes you enjoy are God’s creation!

· Today we study Psalm 19

· It argues creation itself testifies to the reality of God

· Creation reflects both the existence and attributes of our Creator

3. Bible Study

3.1 Nature Reflects God
Listen for the message declared by the sun.
Psalm 19:1-6 (NIV) For the director of music. A psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. [2] Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. [3] There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. [4] Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, [5] which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. [6] It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat. 
According to David, what do the heavens and skies have to say to us?

· God’s glory

· the work of His hands

· His creation

In what way do the heavens “display knowledge”? 

· the wonders of nature

· consider the extremes of size … the immensity of the universe … the minuteness of an atom

· the ingenuity and design of the human body

· we see intelligent design throughout all of nature

· consider the balance of the ecology

· some of the knowledge we don’t fully understand yet

How far does the voice of the heavens extend? 

· everyone can see these wonders, these natural revelations of God

· whatever language, whatever culture

· everywhere … even where man is not (remember the old question, “If a tree falls in the forest and no one is there to hear it, does it make a noise?”)
When is it easy to see God’s glory in nature?

· sunrise, sunset

· beauty of flowers

· majesty of mountain ranges

· the intricacy and superb design of the human body

· the balance of nature

When is it hard to see God’s glory in nature?

· the violence of the upper end of the food chain … when a carnivore kills for food

· the intensity of natural disasters (hurricanes, earthquakes, forest fires, etc.)

· the desolation of a desert 

What kinds of things distract us daily from seeing God’s glory in creation?

· busy lives

· spending so much time in a car on a commute

· modern entertainment

· hot/cold weather keep us inside

· humanistic mindsets

How can people who have never heard the gospel of Jesus Christ still learn about God?

· beauty of nature

· how things work

· growth of plants

· reproduction of animals

· weather

· how God provides food

Creation can tell us about God’s eminence (His dominion over creation).  What can it tell us about His imminence, His nearness?

· We are a part of nature, part of His creation

· God personally blesses, personally protects

· God sometimes speaks to our spirits through what we observe, think about, meditate upon

Why is acknowledging the existence of God based on observing nature not enough for a person to be rightly related to Him?

· it only points them towards God

· they must see and admit their own sinfulness – confess it, repent from it
· salvation requires putting faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ

3.2 Scripture Reveals God
Listen for synonyms for the spoken/written word of God.
Psalm 19:7-11 (NIV) The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. [8] The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. [9] The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous. [10] They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. [11] By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
So what synonyms do you see for God’s Word?
· law

· statutes

· commands

· ordinances

What adjectives or descriptive words did David use in talking about God’s Word?
· perfect

· trustworthy

· right

· radiant

· sure and righteous

· precious

· sweeter than honey

What role did God’s law play in David’s life? 

· revived his soul

· gave him wisdom

· brought him joy

· enlightened him

· warned him

· rewarded him

What role can God’s Word play in your everyday life?

· tell you what God requires

· tell you God’s provision

· tell you about who God is, what He is up to

· tell you what God has planned for the future

· reassurance when you have problems

· reminder of Who is  in charge

· convict/convince of things I am doing wrong

· give guidance about what choices to make

What steps could you take to be more open to God’s Word?

· first of all, read it daily

· stop and think about what you are reading

· take notes about what it says, what it means, what you will do as a result of its message

· ask God to help you understand, to apply

· share with someone what you have read

3.3 Respond to God’s Revelation
Listen for David’s confession.
Psalm 19:12-14 (NIV) Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. [13] Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. [14] May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
What types of sins or faults did David (and do we) need God’s help with? 

· errors

· hidden faults

· willful sins

What might be some examples of  “hidden faults” or “willful sins” for which we need God to reveal and we need to seek forgiveness?

· a secret substance abuse … even something as simple as overeating (or chocolate)

· a thought life that is displeasing to God

· idols in our lives such as our choice of entertainment

· things we spend too much time or too much money and are wasteful of both

· lack of love for others

· anger towards certain people

· not obeying what we know God wants us to do

According to verse 13, what was David’s desire and prayer? 

· that sin not rule in his life (recall our study of Romans 6)

· he wanted to be blameless

· he desired innocence of great transgression

· what he said, what he even thought be pleasing to God

What was David’s prayer for his daily living?
· what he said

· what he thought about … be pleasing to God

· trusted God to be his Rock, his enabling

· trusted God to be his Redeemer

What action can we take to protect ourselves from a rebellious spirit and willful sinning?

· daily confessing our sins to God 

· part of your daily time with God, ask God to show you those issues which we need to be rid of

This lesson is talking about the existence of God.  How can the existence of God impact the way a believer approaches each day?

· you know God is watching, listening

· He hears what you say

· He sees what you are doing

· He see even into the motive of why you are doing it

· When I remember that, I will be careful to make better choices of what I say and do

4. Application
4.1 The Lord is the creator of all things … He created everything, out of nothing
· He continues to reveal Himself to all people through His creation

· This week as you observe His creation, thank Him and praise Him often
4.2 The Lord has revealed Himself through His Word
· We can totally rely on what He has communicated to us

· God’s Word is powerful
· As you read and apply God’s Word, watch it change your life.
4.3 Even as believers, our lives can display both unintentional and intentional sinful acts
· God’s Holy Spirit will bring conviction, will convince us of the availability of His power to do the right thing

· Claim His power daily to please Him with what you say and do
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