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Hope Personified

1. Motivate

In what way did you and your siblings compete with each other?
· sports

· grades

· parents’ attention

· getting in trouble

· number of boyfriends/girlfriends

· pranks, practical jokes on each other

· who got to choose what TV program

· who got to take the car

2. Transition

Today we look at what happened when the younger brother bailed out.

· He ended up in a situation with no hope.

· Both his earthly father and our Heavenly Father offer hope to wayward children.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Freedom to Choose
Listen for how someone lost hope.
Luke 15:11-19 (NIV)   Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. [12] The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. [13] )    "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. [14] After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. [15] So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. [16] He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.   [17] "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! [18] I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. [19] I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'
What did the younger son ask his father to do? 

· give me my share of the estate

· this would have been 1/3 of the worth of the property

· oldest son would get twice as much
What are some of the implications behind the young man’s request for his inheritance?
· didn’t like how he was being treated

· probably felt like he wasn’t allowed to do what he wanted

· felt like rules at home were too strict

· wanted to see the world and “find himself”

· he was impatient

· felt like a second class citizen, oldest son was favored too much
Some people today similarly “decide to be lost.”  In our spiritual journeys, what could we identify as a “distant country” that younger (or even older) people get into?

· get involved in substance abuse – just “experimenting”

· become sexually involved with the wrong person (anyone not your spouse)

· become addicted to gambling

· become a TV junkie

· eating disorders

· develop gender issues

· hoarders

In what ways did the young son’s freedom soon become his bondage?
· he didn’t know how to handle the freedom

· wasted his finances

· then when famine hit, he was really in trouble

· now he had no family to fall back on

· he was trapped … by both his poor choices and the circumstances of the famine

· now he is a slave to the results of his poor choices

· even worse, now his job is to care for pigs … most offensive to Jewish culture

· all he had to eat were the carob pods that were actually the pig fodder
What did he eventually decide to do about it?
· finally realized he had hit total bottom

· occurred to him that even servants at home had it better than him

· maybe his family would take him back as a servant – again, better off than what things had come to

What did he expect at best by returning home?

· best he could hope for was to come back in disgrace, but be allowed to be a hired hand

· then he would have a place to live

· then he would have food to eat, clothes to wear

What suggests the sincerity of the son’s decision that he made in the pig pen?

· he had totally bottomed out

· this was the end of the road

· he had no place else to go

· it says he “came to his senses”

· no more rebellion or rejection of his family’s values and beliefs … found out his own values were worthless

How does this son represent each one of us?

· we tend to choose our own way

· we ignore what God says and try to handle our own lives

· then when we fail, we discover we are in bondage to sin in some way

· we admit to both ourselves and God that what we have done is wrong

· we determine to turn away from our own sinful path and turn to God

3.2 Love that Embraces
Listen for the father’s response.
Luke 15:20-21 (NIV)  So he got up and went to his father.  "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.   [21] "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 

 So, what was the initial response when he returned home?

· apparently the father was out looking for him

· may have become a daily routine – stand out on the road and watch for the son’s return

· was filled with compassion

· rant to his son

· hugged him, kissed him

How well do you think the son knew his father?  Why?

· apparently not well enough

· he hoped he would be accepted back as a mere servant

· he discovered that his father was actually looking for him, longing for him to return

· he was welcomed home not as a servant, but as a loved son

We spoke earlier of someone we know “deciding to be lost”  … Why would someone welcome back a child (who had given them all that grief) coming back from one of these “distant country” experiences?

· feel like they had lost their child previously

· now feel like they are gaining the child back

· previously grieved over the child destroying themselves

· it is the end of a “nightmare”

· you know it is the end of your wait, your search

· you know God offers forgiveness, renewal

What does the forgiving love of the father in this story represent?

· God’s love for us

· when we rebelled against God (either actively or passively), He waited for us to repent and return to Him

· He is waiting now, longing for our return.

· the availability of God’s forgiveness

3.3 Grace that Restores
Listen for how they celebrated.
Luke 15:22-24 (NIV)    "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. [23] Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. [24] For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

How did the father react to the return of his son?

· called for servants to bring out the best robe

· put a ring on his finger

· put sandals on his feet

· put that special fattened calf on the barbeque

· let’s celebrate

· my son was dead, and now is alive again!
How do the robe, the ring, and the shoes represent the father’s acceptance of the younger son?

· these were items that were special

· these signified that he was being accepted back with full privileges and honor as a son

· he was not just being hired on, he was being welcomed back to full family relationship

Why are celebrations (just in general)  important?

· to honor someone

· to commemorate some wonderful event (birthday, end of harvest, reunion, etc.)

· to have a good time

How can we celebrate and commemorate the salvation of sinners?

· congratulate them

· invite them to your home for fellowship

· sing Happy Birthday on people’s spiritual birthdays!

· pray for them – both privately and publicly 

· include them in your church and class activities

How can we celebrate someone who embraces hope and comes back to the Father?

· encourage them

· pray with them

· offer help as needed

· mentor them

How do the words “dead” and “alive again” and “lost” and “found” describe the young man’s situation?

· “dead” implies separation, “alive again” implies full union

· he had been lost to the family

· now he is “found” and reunited with them

How can they be applied spiritually?

· in our separation from God because of our rebellion, we are spiritually dead

· our sins separate us from God and we are already condemned … “dead”

· when we confess our sinful condition and repent from that direction of life, then we are “found” by the Lord

· we personally accept Christ’s redemptive work on the cross by faith and become spiritually alive
4. Application
4.1 Go home to Jesus
· If there’s some area in your life where you’ve been keeping your distance from God, return to Him

· Begin reading God’s Word and pray to Him daily

· God will show you the way back

4.2 Forgive generously
· Remember, the father ran to forgive his son

· Forgive even if it seems strange and shocking to everyone else around

· Forgive as God has forgiven you

· Communicate that forgiveness
4.3 Invite someone home
· Consider engaging in an honest – but loving – conversation with a “prodigal”

· Patiently walk with this person as he or she finds the way to the Heavenly Father

If your class has someone in their family who is currently away from the Lord, be careful not to embarrass them.  However, if it seems right, you might pause here to pray specifically for them.
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