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Hope Found

1. Motivate

When have you lost something important to you?

· passport when going on a trip

· keys when trying to get the kids to school or off to work

· important papers when needed to prove some fact

· cannot find the car in a giant parking lot

· lost a family member to tragic accident or illness

· forget where you hid the birthday present for your spouse or kids

· lost your way when going to an important meeting

· lost the ring right before the wedding

2. Transition

Think about your search strategy

· the whole house

· the last place you remember seeing the item

· the place you least expect to find it … but there it is

And think how you felt when you found it … 

· relieved, happy, excited

Today we look at searching for hope.   

· sometimes we use the same search strategies … sometimes different
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Is Willing
Listen for someone searching for hope.
Matthew 8:1-4 (NIV)   When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. [2] A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean."    [3] Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. [4] Then Jesus said to him, "See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." 

What happened when Jesus came down from the mountain? (8:1)

· large crowds followed him

· specifically, a man with leprosy cam asking to be healed

· said “if you are willing, you can make me clean”

In addition to the physical effects, why was leprosy so dreaded?

· you were required to live separate from all others

· you had to warn people off from your presence

· it was a life of isolation

· 6 ft separation normally, 15 ft on a windy day!!

· this had emotional effects on both the sick and health … think about a family where mom gets leprosy and must be separated from children

How might sin in our lives make us feel like a leper?

· because of something you did, you are isolated by others

· some sins are considered to have made you socially not acceptable

· in Christian circles, some sins can get you kicked out of your church (de-casseroled in Baptist churches)

· in business, a convicted felon (even after paying your debt to society in prison) is often rejected from many jobs

What daring deed did Christ do for the man with leprosy?

· touched the man with leprosy

· declared “I am willing” to heal you

· pronounced him clean and the man was healed

· happened instantaneously

What strange instructions did Jesus give the man whom He healed? 

· don’t tell anyone

· go show yourself to the priest (according to Mosaic law)

· make the required offering at the temple

· get the priest’s official declaration, certification of being clean

What was their purpose?

· Jesus wanted the man to follow Mosaic law

· this would give official status to the healing

· he would be declared “healed” by the authorities in charge of this problem

· then there wouldn’t be an argument about whether Jesus had really healed him or not

Why would someone think Jesus is unwilling to help?

· the man would figure that they were strangers, why should he expect help

· if Jesus had the power to heal, He also had the sovereignty or authority to decide who He would heal

· Jesus was busy, teaching, preaching … this might be received as an interruption

· in our case, we figure God is busy with big stuff like global warming, approaching meteors, international events, and planning for the second coming … why would He have time for Aunt Matilda’s gall bladder

How does this story about Jesus encourage you?

· Jesus is willing to help people

· He has the power to do miraculous things

· He really cares

· Even if my problem is repulsive to others, Jesus is not repulsed 

· Jesus can solve even the impossible problems (they knew no cure for leprosy)

3.2 Jesus Is Able
Listen for another search for hope.
Matthew 8:5-9 (NIV)  When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. [6] "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."      [7] Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."   [8] The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. [9] For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

Why was the fact that the centurion approached Jesus noteworthy?

· he was a gentile, an important gentile

· he was a Roman soldier, an officer

· as a Roman, some would consider  him an enemy of all Israelites

Why might this be a curious request from a Roman soldier?

· servants were property

· you don’t worry too much  if one of your pieces of property “suffers”

· it’s like your car … if it  “suffers” too much, you “put it out of its misery” and junk it

· the centurion’s attitude was the exception to how most people treated their slaves

What was Jesus offer?

· I will come an  heal him

· Note: some commentators suggest this was a question, that Jesus was asking do you want me to come and heal him 

· this because of the significance of the man being a gentile, knowing that Jesus (as a Jew) would not want to defile Himself in a gentile’s house 

What was the centurion’s response?   How did his response focus attention on Jesus’ authority?

· you don’t actually have to come to my house, I know about exercising authority

· just say the word and it will happen … like when I give orders to my soldiers and take orders from my superior

What hinders believers today from turning to Jesus for help with their problems?  Why is it so difficult to give a problem over to Jesus instead of finding some other source?

· we feel that we are “unclean” or undeserving we can approach Jesus

· we are impatient … don’t want to wait

· God is less tangible than a doctor or a person we talk to

· we are not convinced that God understands or that God has the power to intervene

How can we become more convinced of the authority and lordship of Jesus as we turn to Him during crises?

· we must have input into our minds of these truths … you have to be reading and applying God’s Word

· learn to trust God on daily basis

· make a practice of seeing God at work, attributing to Him the solutions to your problems

3.3 Activated by Faith
Listen for why Jesus was astonished.
Matthew 8:10-13 (NIV)    When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. [11] I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. [12] But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  [13] Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. 

At what did Jesus marvel, and why?

· most folks thought that if there was a miracle worker, you had to be in his very presence 

· He was “astonished” that the centurion applied his understanding of authority correctly

· the centurion believed Jesus could heal at a distance

· he believed in Jesus authority over illness

What kinds of thoughts do you think the apostles were having as they heard this interchange … the centurion noting Jesus authority, then Jesus declaring his astonishment?

· puzzlement, confusion

· realization of what the centurion was saying

· shame?

· an increasing awareness of just what kind of power and authority Jesus really had

What kinds of things keep us from having that kind of faith … totally convinced of Jesus’ authority?

· humanistic thinking, unwillingness to believe in someone supernatural

· scientific thinking … doctors can do amazing things today

· lack of knowledge, understanding of God’s attributes … omnipotence, omniscience, love, wisdom, righteousness/justice, etc
What is the relationship to living in hope and having faith?

· living in  hope is more than just “I hope it rains soon” or “I hope our team wins”

· if you “have hope” then you know that you’re trusting in something or someone that will make it happen

· this is faith … the trusting in God, in what He says, in His power and authority and love to make it happen in His time and His way

( Remember that “great faith” is not something that we generate from within ourselves.


Great faith is faith in a Great God … faith is only as effective as the object of our 

faith … Jesus!

4. Application
4.1 Identify a circumstance that leaves you feeling powerless, without hope.
· Pray as you enter that situation

· Ask Jesus specifically for wisdom

· “Jesus, please show me what to say and do”

4.2 Recognize Jesus’ trustworthiness.
· Think about things in which you place your trust … your car, the chair you sit in, the light when you flip on the switch …
· Consider how Jesus is more trustworthy than each of these

· Tell Jesus of your trust in Him
4.3 Who in your circle of acquaintances is in need of hope?
· Show Jesus’ love through a kind gesture.

· Identify Jesus as the one who taught you to be kind.

· Share how Jesus has given you hope over and over again.
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