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God Is Forgiving

1. Motivate

What rule did you break the most growing up?

· rob the cookie jar

· staying out late

· staying up late and reading by flashlight under the covers

· watching TV shows you weren’t supposed to

· calling your girlfriend/boyfriend and talking too long

· riding your bike recklessly

· playing sports in the back yard (endangering flowers and windows)

· eating too much candy (maybe you still break that rule ()

2. Transition

Often you paid a penalty for your misdeeds.

· The penalty for our sinful actions and attitudes is death
· Today we look at God’s forgiveness … God always forgives when we truly repent

3. Bible Study

3.1 Walking in the Light
Listen for imagery used to describe God.
1 John 1:5-10 (NIV)    This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. [6] If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. [7] But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
What message did the writer hear and declare? 

· a message that came from God

· God is light

· not God has light, He IS light

· there is no darkness in him

What inconsistency did John address? 

· some people might claim fellowship with God

· at the same time they walk in darkness

· since God is light, this would be inconsistent

· this makes such a person a liar, not living by the truth 

What does verse 7 say about the results of  “walking in the light”? 

· we have fellowship with God

· and fellowship with one another

· the blood of Jesus purifies us from all sin

· Jesus’ sacrifice is made effective for us

What evidence do you see of darkness and light in your town or community?

	Darkness
	Light

	· availability of addictive substances 

· read the section of the paper about police arrests

· violence in homes, in schools

· crowded jails

· so called “adult” entertainment
	· people responding to the gospel message

· baptisms

· preaching of the gospel

· lives changed when they find Jesus

· Christian radio stations


In what way do we sometimes “walk in darkness”?

· we act out of our sinful nature

· we commit sins

· we ignore God’s Truth

· we make bad choices

· we hurt one another or ourselves

· we close our eyes to what we know is right

· From A. W. Tozer, Sin, I repeat, in addition to anything else it may be, is always an act of wrong judgment. To commit a sin a man must for the moment believe that things are different from what they really are; he must confound values; he must see the moral universe out of focus; he must accept a lie as truth and see truth as a lie; he must ignore the signs on the highway and drive with his eyes shut; he must act as if he had no soul and was not accountable for his moral choices.

In what way is God similar to light?

· light reveals things not seen in the darkness … God’s Holy Spirit reveals our sin to us

· light enables us to see what we are doing … God’s Truth reveals to us our true actions and attitudes

· darkness represents sin … God is light … no sin present in Him

Why is it not possible to be in fellowship with God and living in sin?

· God’s nature is righteous, holy, unique, separate from sin

· God’s holiness demands judgment against sin

· although that judgment has been exercised in the sacrificial death of Jesus, one cannot continue in sin and have fellowship with God

· flaunting God’s forgiveness to flagrantly sin is what we would call a “slap in the face” to God

In what ways do we deceive ourselves if we deny the sin principle?

· it was just a mistake

· I didn’t mean to do it

· it’s so small, it doesn’t matter

· someone/something else made me do it, it wasn’t me

· God doesn’t watch that close

· compared to that other guy, my little failure cannot be considered to be sin

How can we “walk in the light”?

· open our hearts and minds to what God is telling us

· daily reading of and applying God’s Truth, the Scriptures

· talking to God … listening to Him

· obedience to God’s direction

· allow God’s Spirit to align our actions and attitudes with God’s will

3.2 Forgiveness and Fellowship with God
Listen for  a fabulous promise about confession.
1 John 1:8-10 (NIV)    If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. [10] If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 

What false claims are identified here?

· people who claim to be without sin
· people who claim they have not sinned

What is the result or conclusion of these false claims?

· you deceive yourself

· truth is not in you

· you make out God to be a liar

· God’s Word has no place in your life, you are ignoring God’s Word

What is the contrast to these attitudes in verse 9?
· confess your sins 

· then God is faithful

· then God is just/righteous to declare you forgiven

· then God purifies you from all unrighteousness

So, what is the relationship of confession to forgiveness and spiritual cleansing?

· confession is agreeing with God that what I did was sin

· sometimes we have to admit to ourselves that what we did was sin

· confession is a requirement (along with repentance) to be forgiven and receive spiritual cleansing

How can people get out from under the burden of guilt after God has forgiven them?

· daily claim God’s promises of forgiveness

· thank God daily 

· praise and worship God daily for His love, compassion, and holiness

· search out verses on forgiveness and memorize them, meditate on them

· just like Deut. 6 says for children, carefully consider and think on God’s forgiveness when you get up, when you go to bed, when walking around, when eating meals,  … all the time

3.3 Jesus Our Advocate
Listen for why John wrote his letter.
1 John 2:1-2 (NIV)    My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. [2] He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

So, why did John write this letter?

· so the readers not sin, that is live practicing sin

· so people are not slaves to sin

· so people who do occasionally fail and sin can get things made right with God

· so people realize that one can have his/her  relationship with God restored even though failure and sin has broken that relationship

How has God provided for us when/if we do sin (after becoming a believer)?

· we have an advocate

· we have One who speaks to the Father in our Defense

· Jesus, the Righteous One is our defender

· He, Himself, was the atoning sacrifice

· He was the propitiation – the atoning sacrifice Who appeased the anger of God against our sin

How do God’s character qualities (such as holiness, love, and justice) contribute to His forgiveness?

· one of the reasons God forgives is that He loves us

· in order to forgive, God’s justice had to be satisfied, sin’s penalty is death

· that is why God allowed Jesus to die as a substitutionary sacrifice for the judgment against our sin

· only a holy, unique God could demonstrate love for us in that way

Why did John write that they might not sin but discuss options if they did?

· John knew what we are like and what God’s desire for us is

· we have been set free from the penalty of sin

· God wants us to also be free from the power of sin

· that happens as a process … as we learn to trust in God’s power to live in victory over sin

· when we do stumble, fail, and sin Jesus is our advocate

· Jesus is like a lawyer/advocate who goes before God the Father and says, “I’ve already paid the fine for this person’s breaking of the law”

In what other ways do you imagine that Jesus is our advocate?

· takes our prayers to the Father

· brings to the Father our needs

· because Jesus was  human, He helps God the Father understand what it is like to be human

· He helps the Father realize our frailties, our desires, our individual struggles

4. Application
4.1 Repent of unconfessed sin
· Know that God always forgives when we confess and repent

· Practice “spiritual breathing” … breath out in confession, breathe in and receive God’s forgiveness

4.2 Give God your false guilt
· Ask God to show you where you are living under false guilt for a sing Christ has already paid for and forgiven you

· Know that because Christ has forgiven you, you can forgive yourself
4.3 Forgive someone else
· At the same time, realize that forgiving does not minimize the hurtful action

· But it helps you let go of the past along with anger and bitterness and leave it in God’s hands

· Your act to forgive can point someone else to the ultimate forgiveness of Christ
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