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God’s Word Gives Courage

1. Motivate

What examples do you know of, people  who have acted with courage? 

· people in the armed services who go into battle
· people struggling against some disease – especially children
· someone who acted as a whistleblower
· first responders – police, fire, EMT
· teachers dealing with a tough class
· Christians in some countries where the majority religion is very anti-Christian
· people who risked their lives to rescue someone else
2. Transition

Believers often find themselves facing opposition.

· Today we look at how God’s Word helps us

· Because of God’s Word, I can stand in a world that opposes me.
3. Bible Study

3.1 When You Feel Like An Outsider
Listen for a prayer.
Psalm 119:17-20 (NIV) Do good to your servant, and I will live; I will obey your word. 18  Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. 19  I am a stranger on earth; do not hide your commands from me. 20  My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.
How do we see the psalmist’s humility in verse 17? 
· speaks of himself as God’s servant

· declares his obedience to God’s Word

· promises to obey

· asks for God’s enabling
What does the psalmist mean by his request to “open my eyes”? 
· give understanding

· help him see what God is saying

· help to see what God means

· he knows there’s “wonderful things” and wants to make sure he gets the full benefit of what is being taught
What “wonderful things” will the author (and we) see in God’s law?

· gives Truth

· shows us what God wants

· declares things we need to know

· opens up reality
Consider Psalm verse 10  I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.   and  verse 18  Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. 

How are they similar?

· state desire to understand God’s Truth

· promise to apply God’s Truth

· state a strong desire to know and obey God
What are some characteristics of strangers? 
· come from different backgrounds

· speak a different language or have a different vocabulary

· like different things

· you don’t fit in with them

· you don’t know them personally

· to the thinking of each person, the other is strange
Why/how are believers “strangers” on this earth? 
· our world view is different from that of unbelievers

· different vocabulary

· different likes and dislikes

· base your life on different sets of values
So why would being a stranger have anything to do with the request for Him not to hide His commandments from me?

· wants God to make sure to help him keep being a stranger

· realizes he needs to live a distinctive live

· needs to know how to do so

· doesn’t want to conform to this world – remember Romans 12:2 (NIV)  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

· your mind is renewed by God’s Truth

How strong was the psalmist’s desire for God’s Word?  List words and phrases which express this desire.

· consumed

· longing

· all times
How do we become consumed with longing for God’s Truth?

· read it more often … the more you absorb, the more you desire it

· read it carefully

· think about, meditate on what you read

· apply its Truth to your life
3.2 Facing Opposition
Listen for who opposes our author.
Psalm 119:21-22 (NIV) 21  You rebuke the arrogant, who are cursed and who stray from your commands. 22  Remove from me scorn and contempt, for I keep your statutes.
 The psalmist says God rebukes the “arrogant.”  What are other words which would describe such people?

· egotistical

· proud

· self-important

· condescending

· those who stray from God’s commands

Why is it that those who wander from His commandments are arrogant? 
· they think they know better than God

· we might call them “humanists” today or “skeptics” 

· they believe that men are supreme to all things – no such thing as a “supreme being” such as God

· if you reject what God says, you definitely are proud and self-important

Note the threefold description of those who receive divine rebuke:

1. Their Character They are insolent, proud, and arrogant. 

2. Their Condition They are under a curse. 

3. Their Conduct They “wander from your commands.”
Why are those who wander from His commandments cursed? 
· to reject God’s Truth is personal condemnation

· Recall John 3:18 (NIV) 18  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

· God offers forgiveness

· to reject God’s offer is condemnation to spiritual death (eternal separation from God)

Think of examples in the Bible where disobedience to God led to His rebuking or cursing them?

· Israelites who disregarded the instructions for gathering manna 

· Achan,  who kept gold and fancy clothes when they conquered a city in the Promise Land

· Ananias and Sapphira fall dead at Peter’s rebuke for their conspiracy to defraud
If we are observing (keeping) God’s statutes, what are we NOT “observing”?

· worldly values

· opinions of unbelievers

· the liberal media

· secular entertainment

· the government – in some areas of the world, this would mean civil disobedience (secretly or publically)

3.3 Focused on God’s Holy Perspective
Listen for the psalmist’s promise.
Psalm 119:23-24 (NIV)  Though rulers sit together and slander me, your servant will meditate on your decrees. 24  Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors.
Why is it worse for rulers/princes to talk against us than “normal” people?
· they have power to enforce their slanderous attitudes

· they are supposed to be more learned and wise

· they should know better

· they are misusing their position

According to the psalmist, what should be our reaction to actions and attitudes against us?
· meditate on God’s Word

· delight in what God says/declares

· focus on who God is … the One in Charge … Jesus is Lord

· focusing on the negatives leads to discouragement and giving up

· focusing on God’s power, authority and love for us is acting in faith

Besides being our delight, how does God’s Word give us practical help?

· specific commands 

· more general principles or concepts that describe how to live

· God’s promises we can depend on

· descriptions of God at work that can be applied to our own lives

· gives us knowledge of God’s purposes

· prophecy of what God will be doing so we can be ready 

What words or phrases of verse 24 show how the psalmist could stand with courage as he focused on God’s Word?

· will meditate

· delight

· direction given by Gods decrees, statutes

· they are my counselors 

How does choosing to live by the Truth of God bring us delight, even in the face of opposition?

· you have a firm foundation to “stand” on

· you know God “has your back”

· you know you stand in God’s strength

· you can depend on God’s Holy Spirit

· you have inner peace and joy, despite outward situations
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Application
Stand straight. 

· Depend on God’s Word to help you keep a proper perspective.

· Identify and reject things you might watch, read, or listen to that offer a different worldview. 
· Allow God’s Word to keep you focused on His sovereign and loving perspective

 Stand together. 

· As a group, identify Scriptures that have helped you stand courageously. 

· Post these Scriptures or share them through social media. 

· Use Scripture to encourage each other. 

Stand with others. 

· Others may be facing insult or contempt because of their decision to walk with Christ. 
· Encourage them. Pray with them. Walk with them. 

· Share Scriptures that have strengthened your faith and walk with Christ.


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Knowledge is from human thought





Improve your sense of self.





Getting ahead is money and power





Serve self first





Good deeds make you good.





Wide is the way of tolerance.
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Consider the secular worldview comments to the left.  What are some points from our lesson which speak to these issues?  Write down your thoughts, based on our Bible Study.  Look for verses which support your comments.
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