1/29/2012
Giving in a Greedy Culture

1. Motivate

Why do you think so many people in today’s world are greedy?

· they want something for nothing

· they fear losing everything

· materialistic advertising

· believe the government should give to them (entitlement programs)

· too many people self-centered

2. Transition

At the same time, our greedy culture is a needy culture.

· God expects His followers to care for those who are in need

· Today we look at how to set aside greed in our own lives to meet needs of others

3. Bible Study

3.1 Share Generously
Listen for God’s directions for making loans.
Deut. 15:7-11 (NIV)   If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. [8] Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. [9] Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought: "The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near," so that you do not show ill will toward your needy brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the Lord against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. [10] Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. [11] There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land. 

According to verses 7 and 8, what attitude did God want the Israelites to have toward people in need? 

· not hardhearted

· not tightfisted

· rather be openhanded

· freely lend what is needed

Israelite law specified cancelation of loans every 7 years.  In that regard, what wicked thought was Israel told not to harbor?

· don’t take into account the 7 year cycle of debts forgiven

· loan the same whether forgiveness is 6 years away or 1 year away

· don’t deny the loan based on the closeness of the year of forgiveness

What would happen if Israel gave generously? 

· God promised to bless all their work

· promised to bless everything they put their hand to

What are common attitudes Christians today have about giving?

· they give grudgingly

· always upset when the pastor preaches about more giving

· they don’t give at all

· some are generous

· some give to earn “brownie points” with God, to gain merit

What should be our attitude about giving?

· cheerful givers

· generous

· give of your resources, trusting God will make what is left to be sufficient

· faithful in giving

· giving in faith

How did God command the people of Israel to treat the poor? 

· realize that poor people will always be part of the demographic

· be openhanded towards poor and needy

Agree or disagree: We should loan people money or give with no strings attached.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· God calls us to give generously

· we are not to dictate how our donations are used

· these verses talk about not worrying about whether they will repay or not

· a gift is a gift

· if they are unable to repay, that’s OK
	· We are also called to fiscal responsibility

· there is giving and there is throwing away

· loaning money should be done full understanding of what is expected from all parties

· benevolent giving should be structured so as not to have the funds misused


If there will always be poor people among us and we’re obligated to give, how do we keep from becoming poor ourselves?

· most (many) of us have surplus

· God blesses us with surplus to be able to help others

· God gives us wisdom, guidance to be generous in wise ways

How can we know when to give and when it’s okay not to give?

· for charities, check into what kind of work they do

· check how they use the contributions

· be careful to give to specific needs of a needy person, not feed their bad habits

· give as prompted by God’s Holy Spirit
How could God’s church make a bigger difference in the world if more people were givers?

· a small minority of church members tithe – funding the work of the kingdom

· if all were tithe, more ministries would be funded

3.2 Treat with Dignity
Listen for limitations on loan collateral.
Deut. 24:10-15 (NIV)   When you make a loan of any kind to your neighbor, do not go into his house to get what he is offering as a pledge. [11] Stay outside and let the man to whom you are making the loan bring the pledge out to you. [12] If the man is poor, do not go to sleep with his pledge in your possession. [13] Return his cloak to him by sunset so that he may sleep in it. Then he will thank you, and it will be regarded as a righteous act in the sight of the Lord your God.     [14] Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother Israelite or an alien living in one of your towns. [15] Pay him his wages each day before sunset, because he is poor and is counting on it. Otherwise he may cry to the Lord against you, and you will be guilty of sin. 

 It was legal to require collateral for a loan.  What did God forbid in the process of acquiring the collateral?

· you cannot go into his house to grab it

· allow the person some dignity

· let him bring it to you

· there’s a difference between taking the collateral and being given the collateral

How can we help others in our class and church in ways that protect them from embarrassment?
· give through the benevolent ministry of our church

· give anonymously

· don’t make a big public production out of it

· pay a bill for them

· arrange for periodic food deliveries from a store

How were the Israelites commanded to treat poor people? 

· if his collateral is his basic living essentials, let him use it as needed

· don’t deny him of his most basic needs, just to assure that you receive your rightful payment

· if his collateral is that basic, your loan can’t be all that much anyway – let the man live a decent life

What kinds of needs exist among your neighbors?

· elderly who live on very limited incomes

· neighbors who have lost jobs

· families with several children

· single parents struggling to make ends meet and be good parents also

What kind of opportunities to help them can you think of?
· church benevolent ministry

· local food pantry

· church teens volunteer to help with chores

· men of church help with car care for widows, elderly

· meals on wheels volunteering

· men/women act as mentors, role models for children of single parents

3.3 Protect with Mercy
Listen for different categories of needy people.
Deut. 24:17-18 (NIV)    Do not deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice, or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge. [18] Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there. That is why I command you to do this. 

According to this passage, who were the vulnerable in their culture? 
· aliens (legal or otherwise)

· fatherless, orphans

· widows

Why do you think God specifically mentioned these groups?

· each group was at a disadvantage

· who cannot speak for themselves 

· were trapped by circumstances?

· some legally, some financially, some socially

Why was that an important reminder (both to them and to us)?

· people within their communities are trapped in situations (as a widow, as an orphan)

· such people normally have no advocate

· just as God was the Advocate for the Israelites, we can be advocates for people around us who are “trapped”

What were the Israelites supposed to keep in mind concerning such peoples?

· they had been slaves in Egypt

· God redeemed or freed them from slavery

· they were in a very hard situation with no one to protect their interests

· God intervened

What can you remember about situations in your life that would compel you to be more merciful and gracious?
· hard times during the depression or during current economic troubles

· pinching pennies when you first started out

· the special help that someone gave to you when you were struggling

· undeserved acts of kindness shown to you in various stages of your life

What kind of influence can believers use to work for justice?

· involvement  in or sponsoring of ethnic congregations

· help with legal issues

· help with practical problems (house repairs, car repairs)

· act as big brother, big sister

· include them in your family activities

4. Application
4.1 Life is for giving, not getting
· God gives us surplus to share with people who have needs

· Giving should not be forced, but done freely

· Open your hearts, your hands, your pocketbooks to those in need

4.2 Helping the needy is a biblical theme
· When you do help folks, do it in such a way that preserves their dignity

· Look for ways this week to help those around you who are in need
4.3 Some groups are more vulnerable to exploitation than others
· Look for ways where you can assist such people, not exploit them

· Think about what the Lord has done for you and allow that to motivate you to reach out and help others in need.

· Do it now … don’t wait until you are “rich.”
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