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Getting My Most Important Relationship Right

1. Motivate

Why do people study about their genealogy?

· interesting to find out about your roots

· wonder why we ended up in the area of the country we did

· what family characteristics are still prevalent (skills, appearance, interests)

· maybe there’s a rich uncle who wanted to leave money to me

· wonder if there are still connections in the old country

· maybe there’s a distant cousin that looks like me!

2. Transition

We are interested in our relations … 

· Today we look at our relationship to God

· Relating rightly to God is the first step to relating rightly with everyone else

3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust in God
Listen for verbs that tell us what we are to do
Proverbs 3:5-8 (NIV) Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; [6] in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. [7] Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. [8] This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 
What were the verbs in the passage that instruct us what to do?

· trust (in the Lord)

· do not lean (on your own understanding)

· acknowledge (God)

· don’t be wise in your own eyes

· fear the Lord

· shun evil

What are some problems that result when you rely or lean on your own understanding

· it is limited

· it is often flawed – you actually don't understand the reality of the situation

· it can be mixed up

· your biased views can cause wrong decisions

What are some things that hinder us from acknowledging God as the authority in our lives?

· we think God doesn't really understand us

· we don't believe God is able or interesting in helping us

· we think God is too far away, to big, to distant

· I want to run my own life – no one is going to tell me what to do

How can we overcome such attitudes?

· know God's Word

· study His Truth

· learn about how much He loves you, cares for you, is able to help you

What  do you think it means to trust the Lord “with all your heart”?

· your emotions

· your intellect                 with all  your being

· your will

· totally convinced (despite worldly “wisdom”)

· in the face of ridicule from others

· no matter what happens

How can you “trust” the Lord and “fear” Him at the same time?
· the fear is more like “awe”

· I should be so in awe of God that it’s no problem to trust Him

· I see Him as powerful, authoritative, and loving – awesomely so

· it is no stretch to trust Him

What is the promise to us if we follow these instructions?

· God will make your paths straight

· health to your body

· nourishment to your bones

What do you think it means, to "make your paths straight"?

· give good counsel in making decisions

· keep us living lives that are pleasing to God

· keep us from heading our lives in the wrong direction

· give us wisdom when we don't know what is the right thing to do
What choices and actions must we pursue to “shun” or turn away from evil?
· be careful where you go, who you hang out with

· don’t go where you know there will be temptations for evil

· don’t look at things which tempt you to sin

· don’t keep things in your house which would tempt you to sin (including chocolate chip cookies!?)
Why is “turning away” from evil both a one-time thing and a daily priority?

· you need to make an initial commitment to do so … maybe at salvation, maybe later on in your spiritual journey … maybe at different times for different issues

· you are often confronted on a daily basis with these same issues 

· you need to make that right choice each of those times

3.2 Discover God’s Wisdom
Listen for the value of wisdom.
Proverbs 3:13-18 (NIV) Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, [14] for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. [15] She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. [16] Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. [17] Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. [18] She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will be blessed. 
 How did Solomon describe wisdom and its benefits? 

· you are blessed if you find wisdom

· it is more profitable than money, more valuable

· it is precious

· it is worth more than anything you might desire

· it brings you long life, riches, honor

· it gives you peace and a pleasant life

So if wisdom is so valuable and beneficial, why would someone reject God’s wisdom?
· people don’t realize how valuable it is, like a “diamond in the rough”

· seems too simplistic

· people like to think only the world has wisdom, they don’t go to God for wisdom

· Satan wants us to think that what God says keeps us from value, worth, riches

Then where are the wrong places that people go looking for what they think is wisdom?

· intellectual pursuits

· academic, scholarly “research”

· entertainment, 

· humanistic worldview

Why does being joyful as the result of God’s wisdom not mean that things will always go well?  How could you have joy when your life falls apart?

· we can be at peace with the wisdom and assurance that God is in control

· life happens … health problems, financial reversals, etc. … God gives us the wisdom to know how to handle these things

· with God’s wisdom we can be at peace despite what happens in our lives
What relationship exists between knowing God’s Word and discovering God’s wisdom?

· God’s Truth is the source of God’s wisdom

· God gives specific instructions and commandments
· also, spiritual principles from God provide  us with the wisdom to live

So why do you think Solomon said that having wisdom is more profitable and precious than gold or silver or fine jewels?

· material wealth cannot provide peace and joy

· only God can provide true peace

· God’s peace is experienced when we know and live by God’s Truth, God’s wisdom

3.3 Choose God’s Ways
Why are we sometimes tempted to envy misbehavers?

· they look like they are having fun

· they are often the rich and famous

· it looks like they are getting away with all kinds of things

· appears that God doesn’t care – nothing bad seems to happen to them

· we don’t tend to see the consequences of their evil

Listen for warnings against following the ways of the wicked.
Proverbs 3:31-35 (NIV) Do not envy a violent man or choose any of his ways, [32] for the Lord detests a perverse man but takes the upright into his confidence. [33] The Lord's curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the righteous. [34] He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble. [35] The wise inherit honor, but fools he holds up to shame. 
How does envying the success of those who are not following God affect our own relationship with God?

· we begin to doubt God’s love for us

· we pursue our own desires, rather than God’s

· we become unsatisfied with God’s ways

· we develop a worldly mindset

According to this passage, why shouldn’t we envy a violent person? 

· God detests violence

· God prefers the upright man

· God curses the wicked

· God blesses the home of the righteous

Note the couplets in the  verses … what are the contrasts?

	God’s Judgment
	God’s blessing

	· detests  a perverse man

· curse on the house of the wicked

· mocks proud mockers

· fools held up to shame
	· takes upright into confidence

· blesses the home of the righteous

· gives grace to the humble

· the wise inherit honor


We are told not to choose the ways of the violent.  What would it mean to choose God’s ways?  What do we do if we choose His ways?
· live according to God’s commands and principles

· allow God to guide and direct our lives

· trust in God’s provision and protection

· reject the humanistic worldview

· pursue pleasing God, not pleasing self

· apply verses from the first passage to our lives … trust in the Lord, acknowledge Him as Lord, submit to Him

4. Application
4.1 Trusting God completely is key to being in right relationship with Him
· Your own personal wisdom is not reliable

· The Lord can be trusted to direct us and provide all our needs

· Tell God this week you are depending on Him … watch for His guidance to be demonstrated

4.2 Finding God’s wisdom brings true happiness that is found only by being in right relationship with God
· God’s wisdom is of incomparable value

· Search for God’s wisdom daily in His Word
4.3 The Lord detests those who do evil
· He blesses those who are humble and upright before Him

· Be wise in the ways of the Lord … stay focused on Him

· Talk to God about your struggles and temptations

· Thank Him for His help and His blessings on your life
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