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Getting in Step With God’s Purpose

1. Motivate

In what kinds of situations must you be “in step”?
· in a marching band

· in a drill team

· in a military parade

· when working together on a plan

What does it look like when someone in a group is “out of step”?

· ragged

· like they don’t know what they are doing

· they should lose points in the competition

2. Transition

Today we will study how to be in step with God … with God’s purposes for your life.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Love for Us

Think about what God made possible through His act of love as you listen to this verse.

John 3:16 (NIV)  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

What facts does this verse tell us about God?

· He loves us

· He loves all people in the world

· He has one Son

· He offers eternal life (eternal union with God) if you believe in the Son

What does this tell us about God’s purposes for us?

· He wants us to believe in Him

· He wants us to believe what He tells us in His word

· He wants us to know how much He loves us

· He wants us to have eternal life, not to perish

This is the first concept we must be aware of if we are to be in step with God’s purpose.
3.2 Our Love for God and for Others
Listen for what Jesus says is most important in our lives.

Mark 12:28-34 (NIV) One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" [29] "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. [30] Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' [31] The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." [32] "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. [33] To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."

Why did the teacher of the law come over to speak to Jesus? 

· heard Jesus debating

· liked Jesus answers

· thought Jesus might be an interesting debater or teacher

What was Jesus’ answer to what is the most important commandment?
· to know that Jehovah God is ONE

· to Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, strength

What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength?

· every part of your being puts God first

· your emotions, intellect, physical capabilities all participate in putting God first

· you get excited about knowing Jesus, your mind wants to know more, your physical strengths are used to praise and serve him

How can we practice the greatest commandment in everyday life?

· spend time getting to know God better

· talk to God, listen to God

· give of your resources to serve Him

· put Him at the top of your priorities … ahead of work, play, making money

How did the teacher of the law respond to Jesus’ answer?

· you’re right about the oneness of Jehovah

· loving God with all your being is the most important, the most significant issue this is more important than all the sacrifices and offerings we give

What modern-day religious practices would be like the burnt offerings and sacrifices to which the teacher of the law referred?

· tithing

· church involvement (music, teaching, serving on a committee)

· attending church 

Why is wholehearted love for the Lord more important than outward actions that Christians practice today?

· what Jesus said to the teacher is still true today

· loving God most of all, means putting Him first in your life
Jesus said the second most important commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself.  What do you think it means to “love your neighbor as yourself”?

· what you want for yourself, you want for your neighbor

· when you see the neighbor in need, you put yourself in his place and help to meet the need

What are some ways you can determine which is more apparent in your life – love for self or love for others?

· how  you spend  your resources … time, finances, energy?
· who you think of to satisfy first … self or others?

· how much are you involved in church ministries?

3.3 Expect a Transformation
Listen for how we should respond to who God is and what He is like.

Romans 11:33-12:2 (NIV) Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! [34] "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" [35] "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?" [36] For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. [12:1] Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [2] Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

How did Paul describe God? 

· God is all wise, all powerful

· He is the source of all wisdom

· We cannot presume to know His purposes (sometimes even after the fact)

· He is the source of all things – matter, energy, design

· He deserves glory and honor for who He is and what He has done

How then should people properly worship God?

· the only logical conclusion (therefore) is to give ourselves to God

· sacrifice your existence to Him

· God deserves all of our allegiance, all of our energies, all of our resources

· they are His anyway (as the creator and giver) 

· He can manage them better, use them more effectively

How should the mind of a Christian be changed?
· not conformed to the pattern of the world

· allow God to transform you

· allow God to renew your mind

· results in the demonstration of God’s good, pleasing, and perfect will worked out in your life

To what worldly life-styles or values do we typically conform?

· the things we value

· the entertainment we enjoy

· the way we dress

· the way we spend our money

· the way we talk, walk, live

How can a Christian renew his or her mind?

· fill your mind with Truth about God

· reading God’s Words, applying them to your life

· allowing God’s Spirit to guide your thinking, your decisions

3.4 Purposeful Living

Listen for what Paul says about multiple “bosses” in your life.

Matthew 6:24-26 (NIV) "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. [25] "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? [26] Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?
What did Jesus say about serving two masters? 

· It just doesn’t happen

· there will always be a single top priority in one’s life

· if there are two influences present in one’s life, only one will emerge as the primary

· one is dominant, the other is dominated

Jesus declares these two influences are God and Money.  In what ways do we serve money?

· consider all the financial resources we spend on stuff

· buying stuff, maintaining stuff, insuring stuff

· playing with our stuff

In what ways can you learn to master your money?

· put God first

· allow God to guide your purchases

· if you have a problem with debt due to credit cards, do away with the cards

· get a plan to pay them off and quit using credit

· pay your tithe first – may seem hard at first, but you will see God supply your needs

Paul said in Galatians 2:20 (NIV)  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
How does Christ live out His life through Christians?

· God’s Holy Spirit dwells within the life of the believer

· When we receive Christ as savior and Lord, then God’s presence enters our life

· could be likened to the presence of electrical current in a light bulb – it only gives off light when the current is present … we demonstrate and live the Christian life when Jesus’ Spirit dwells within us

How is the new and purposeful life characterized by faith and not works?

· Christ lives and rules within my life

· even though I’m still physically alive, my old sinful nature died with Christ on the cross

· I now have a new spiritual nature – the Spirit of Christ living within me

· this is a life of faith, trusting in this Truth of Christ living within

( God calls us to live life with an eternal purpose.

4. Application
4.1 This week look for ways in which you can see how much God loves you.
· The beauty of His creation

· Jesus’ love in going to the cross for you

· His daily provisions

· His presence and peace in the midst of tough situations

4.2 Ask God to help you put into practice the principle of J.O.Y.
Jesus first

Others second

Yourself last
4.3 Rick Warren says that not knowing your purpose in life results in 
· A tiresome life

· An unfulfilling life

· An uncontrollable life

Focus this week on knowing God's purpose help you focus your life?

· Gives a goal, a target

· Provides a direction in which to head

· You don’t wander around

· All your actions are centered on accomplishing God's purpose
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