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From Failure to Direction

1. Motivate

When have you had an idea or brainstorm that backfired on you?

· designed a “time saving” device for the workshop

· planned a party that was a disaster

· took a “shortcut” to your destination

· made reservations at a “budget” hotel/motel

· bought a gift for your spouse that he/she hated

· bought an exercise device that was useless or ended up that way because you didn’t carry through on  your intentions

· invited the boss  home for dinner without telling your wife

2. Transition

Today we look at Abraham’s scheme that God rejected … 

( We see how God overcame the impossible to accomplish His purposes

3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust God
Listen for God’s encouragement to Abram.
Genesis 15:4-6 (NIV)  Then the word of the Lord came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." [5] He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  [6] Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

What promises did God make, and to whom did He make them? 

· he would have a son to be his heir

· they would have many offspring

· they would be uncountable – like the stars in the skies

What do you know about Abram and his wife that would have made it difficult to believe what God was telling him?
· they were elderly

· Sarai was past child bearing age

· they had been not been able to have children for the whole time of their marriage

· they were well past the “people are talking” stage

What are some other reasons that it is sometimes hard to trust God?

· the events and circumstances appear in conflict with God’s promises

· the obstacles we face seem so great, we think even God cannot conquer them

· our perception of God  is too small

· Satan fools us, blinds us to the Truth

· in some situations, we know that if we trust God, we will need to also obey Him and we don’t want to

What did God do to assure Abram that He (God) would fulfill His promise?

· took him out to view the night sky

· told him to go ahead and just try to count all the stars

· said that would be how many descendants they would have

· promised to multiply his descendants many times over

What kind of image helps  or encourages you to trust God?

· similar view of the vastness of the universe

· the intricacy of the creation in size … both large and small … at extreme orders of magnitude 

· the design of beautiful flowers
· the events of the past … how God has provided, personally ministered to our family

· the way God has worked in history – even just biblical history

· God’s promises He has kept

Notice that God did not give much detail of His plan and promise to Abram and Sarai.  How can we obey without knowing much of the plan?

· must leave the plan to God

· we don’t need to know details

· the details could well be overwhelming, better that we don’t know

· some of the details are outside the realm of our control

· better to see the details as they occur and marvel at God’s actions

We infer that God spoke directly, audibly to Abram.  How do Gods intentions and plans come to us today?

· principles and commandments through God’s Word

· guidance of our choices as we submit to the God’s Spirit within our lives

· God opens and closes “doors” of opportunity 

· we receive counsel from wise and godly believers

What did Abram do that pleased God so much?  What is the basis of both Abraham’s and our relationship with God?

· Abraham believed God

· God credited him with righteousness

· same with us … when we believe God’s Truth, God counts us righteous

Why can we trust God even if His method of communicating is not as overt as to Abram?

· God is still God

· He loves us and will make sure we have His direction

· He wants us to know His will more than we want to know it … He will be sure that we know and understand what He has for us

· as we trust and follow God, we have a wealth of experiences for reassurance at each new juncture in our lives

3.2 Don’t Take Matters into Your Own Hands
Listen for Sarai’s “solution.”
Genesis 16:1-5 (NIV)    Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; [2] so she said to Abram, "The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her."  Abram agreed to what Sarai said. [3] So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. [4] He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.   When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. [5] Then Sarai said to Abram, "You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me." 

What did Sarai tell Abram to do in light of their childlessness? 

· she offered her servant girl as another wife

· maybe Hagar would be able to bear them a son

· it would still be Abram’s son

· then he would be the first son “in the family”

How did Sarai respond after Hagar became pregnant? 

· she began to think herself better than Sarai

· she thought of herself as the first/most favorite wife

· she was no longer the servant, she was now family

· she took the attitude that the wife who could produce children was more important than the barren wife

When are we tempted to take shortcuts?

· when time is of the essence

· when we don’t see things happening as soon as we like

· when we are tired, weary, frustrated

· when we don’t know any other way to make something happen

· when we want to “help God”

Why  are we tempted to take ungodly steps to achieve a godly goal?

· we think the end justifies the means

· a little bad is overbalanced by all the good that would eventually result

· we can help God out with this minor short-cut

So what was wrong with Abram sleeping with Hagar to gain an heir?

· having a second wife (in their culture) was not the wrong

· doing it to “help God” meant they were not trusting God

· they were not acting in faith

· they failed to believe God’s promises, God’s words

God has given us a mind, so how can we know when to rely on logic as we are trying to serve God faithfully?

· check whether or not the decision agrees with the principles of God’s Word

· pray for direction – then be ready to go with what God reveals to you

· remember that the ends do not always justify the means

3.3 Refocus on God’s Plan
Listen for the “I will” phrases.

Genesis 17:3-6 (NIV)   Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, [4] "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. [5] No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. [6] I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.  … [15]  God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. [16] I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."   [17] Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?" [18] And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!"    [19] Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 

Why did Abram fall facedown (twice)?

· he is in awe of being confronted by Jehovah, the God Who Is

· he realizes contrast between his weak and sinful self , God's holy and powerful deity

· could be in despair

· could be he is overcome with wonder or doubt, “how can it ever be?”

· in amusement?

How might he be struggling with God's will for his life?

· seemed impossible

· seemed like too much responsibility

· seemed far fetched

· hard to understand – was beyond his sphere of experience

· he was dealing with day to day issues – the livestock, the crops, the servants – God is talking about long range (several centuries, even eternal) plans

Why do you think God waited until Abraham and Sarah were old to give them a child?

· then it is God that is working, not men’s normal plans and skills

· it is obvious that God did it … not Abraham and Sarah

· teaches them (and us) to trust what God says

· His timing often has far better results than anything we might have planned and carried out

How do we struggle with accepting God's will for our lives?

· we think we could never do it

· it involves significant commitments of time, resources

· we cannot grasp the scope of God's workings, God's plans

· we feel that He might be interrupting our plans

· we think we know a better way to do it

( We should know that God is able to do all that is needed

· to fulfill His promises

· to accomplish His will for our lives

4. Application
4.1 God’s promises are trustworthy
· Faith involves trust belief in what God says in His Word

· It also involves a daily, moment by moment relationship of trust

· Tell God each day you are trusting Him

4.2 Faith in God’s promises requires patience.
· God does not on time schedules that we would establish

· Be careful not to do God’s work by taking matters into your own hands

· Wait for God’s timing – He is not always early, but He is never late.
4.3 When God makes a promise the laughter of joy and wonder is always appropriate
· Avoid the attitude reflected by laughter of doubt and cynicism
· God accepts honest questions addressed to Him as prayers

· He might not give you what you consider a clear answer, but He does respond in His own way and time

· He is able to do all that is needed to fulfill His promises
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