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From Failure to Action

1. Motivate

What are some big mistakes a person can make in the work place?
· nurse could give the wrong medicine

· teacher can give the wrong grade

· mechanic can fail to tighten an important bolt or forget to hook up a part

· a policeman can arrest the wrong person

· an umpire can make the wrong call

· a salesman can charge the wrong price … high or low

· checkout person can make the wrong change

· salesperson can mix up customer orders

· doctor amputate the wrong limb!!!

2. Transition

Some failures can make us want to give up, to give it up for good.

· How much better to experience a more helpful process of redemption

· Today we look at Peter’s failure and how Jesus redeemed him.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Do You Deny Christ?
Listen for what happened to Peter.
John 18:15-18 (NIV) Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, [16] but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. [17] "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" the girl at the door asked Peter. He replied, "I am not." [18] It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. John 18:25-27 (NIV)  …  he was asked, "You are not one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it, saying, "I am not." [26] One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, "Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?" [27] Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 
How did Peter end up in the courtyard of the high priest?

· the “other disciple” was known to the high priest

· he went on in to the courtyard

· Peter had to wait outside

· the other disciple came back out and got him

Who were the different people who asked Peter about being a disciple?

· the girl at the door

· someone standing around the fire

· one of the high priests servants (a relative of the man whose ear peter had cut off) said “didn’t I see you at the olive grove?”

What was potentially dangerous about the situation Peter and the other disciple inserted themselves?

· these were the people who were pursuing Jesus

· this was within the group of people who wanted to kill Jesus

· this was the camp of the enemy

In what kind of situation could believers find themselves surrounded by folks who are totally against Jesus?

· a group of atheists

· in a place where people of another religion gather

· hanging out with the wrong crowd

· in a foreign culture where Christianity is forbidden

· in a courtroom, accused of violating the “separation of church and state”

In what contexts are we almost forced or required to associate with enemies of Christ?

· in business

· in academia

· if you work in a foreign culture

· in some sports or hobby situations

Peter was gathered together with people keeping warm around a fire.  How can standing with the wrong crowd result in denying Christ, or at least set us up to do so?

· you don’t want to offend people with you

· you don’t want them to think you are weird

· you might be afraid they will turn on you or get mad at you

· you feel in the minority

· this is peer pressure … even adults can experience it

What thoughts do you think were running through Peter’s mind?

· they might accuse me also

· I could be mobbed just like Jesus

· they might realize I was the guy who chopped off that fellow’s ear

· I’m in danger here

· they are all against us

Why do you think this story is in the Bible?

· a warning

· Peter made the bold claim he would stand with Jesus, even to the death

· he tried to prove it with a physical attack on people coming to arrest Jesus

· Consider 1 Cor. 10:12 (NIV)  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 

· we need to learn not to depend on our own strength

· never say “never” because you’ll let down your guard

 3.2 Do You Really Love Christ?
Listen for questions Jesus asks of Peter.
John 21:15-19 (NIV) When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." [16] Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." [17] The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. [18] I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." [19] Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 
Three times Jesus asked Peter “Do you truly love me?”  How did that make Peter feel?

· Peter is hurt

· Jesus had to ask him 3 times

· Peter feels that Jesus knew all things and should have known

What did Jesus predict about Peter’s future? 

· when you were younger you were able to take care of yourself

· when you are older you will need someone to take care of you

· they will take you where you don’t want to go

· seemed to prophesy how Peter would die and how it would bring glory to God

Peter claimed all three times to love Jesus, how should we demonstrate our love for Jesus?

· obedience

· submission

· service

· involvement in Kingdom ministries

· daily communication with Him

· standing firm in the face of opposition

Each time Peter responded “yes” what commands did Jesus give  Peter?

· feed my lambs

· take care of my sheep

· feed my sheep

How are we to serve and care for other Christians, for Jesus sheep?

· involvement within the Body of Christ, the Church

· ministry to one another

· exercising our Spiritual Gifts

3.3 Do You Stand Up for Christ?
Listen for how Peter responds to confrontation this time.
Acts 4:13 (NIV)   When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.  … 18-20 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. [19] But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. [20] For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." 

How did the authorities respond to Peter and John? 

· recognized them for unschooled, fishermen

· saw their courage

· noted that they had been with Jesus

What was the apostles’ reply to the judgment handed down by the council? 

· Peter pointed out that they should take careful consideration

· would God want them to obey Him or human authorities

· we cannot do anything but continue to speak 

· we will tell about events we have seen 

· we will share teachings we have heard

How do you think the episode between Peter and Jesus changed Peter’s attitude as seen in this situation?

· Peter knew he was back in fellowship with Jesus, he was restored

· Peter knew he had a responsibility, he was commissioned

· He knew he was empowered by God’s Holy Spirit

· He had seen God’s power at work … he was convinced

· The original denial was before the resurrection … this was after … Jesus’ defeat of death was a convincing experience

How did the men of the council know or recognize that these men had been with Jesus?

· some may have remembered seeing them with Jesus

· more significantly, they could sense the authority with which they spoke

· the council realized the Truth of which they spoke

· God’s Holy Spirit was speaking through them – had emboldened them
How will people tell you’ve been with Jesus?

· when you share Jesus’ words
· when you demonstrate Jesus’ love and kindness

· God’s Spirit will give you the right attitudes, 

· the Spirit will guide you in the right actions

What do we usually feel we need in order to be bold witnesses for Christ?

· take a training course (F.A.I.T.H. or Evangelism Explosion, etc.)

· learn to speak more confidently in public

· memorize a bunch of verses

According to Peter’s experience, what do we really need?

· time with Jesus

· an assurance of our position of forgiveness

· a love for others, generated by Christ’s working in our hearts and minds

4. Application
4.1 Beware of the danger of overconfidence in your ability to resist temptation.
· The forces of evil that tempt Christians are strong

· Commit yourself to honor Christ, not to deny Him

· This week, claim the whole armor of God that you may stand against Satan’s attacks
4.2 Those who deny Jesus carry a heavy burden of guilt.
· When a person fails the Lord, he/she needs some way to find forgiveness and new ways to live for Jesus
· Affirming one’s personal love for Christ is an opportunity for a new start
4.3 Hostile groups will try to influence believers not to speak in the name of Jesus
· It takes courage to stand up for Jesus in the face of hostility

· Remember that we are accountable to God, not to unbelievers … whatever their authority

· In the days ahead, allow God to motivate you from within to stand faithfully for Him
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