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Exalted Like No Other

1. Motivate

What is your favorite way to honor someone?

· have a party

· make a special cake

· a gold watch

· take them out for dinner

· invite friends over to celebrate

· give them a trophy or a plaque 

· put a sign in the yard

· publicize in the newspaper

2. Transition

Jesus deserves our honor 
· More than just a party

· Today we honor Him as Lord
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Brings Unity
What are the advantages of choosing the best materials you can afford when following the plans to build a new house?

· quality materials last longer

· the quality is observable … shows you care

· the building will be stronger, more durable

Listen in this passage for the price that God paid for the “materials” of His plan.

Ephesians 1:7-10 (NIV)  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8  that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9  And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10  to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
What does the work of Christ do for the believer? 
· redemption

· forgiveness of sins 
What are some words or phrases in the passage that tells you God was not stingy in purchasing (redeeming) you?

· His blood

· the riches of His grace

· lavished wisdom and understanding

· His good pleasure

Redemption has to do with paying a ransom … why was this needed?

· we were held captive by sin

· the result of that captivity would be spiritual death … eternal separation from God

· Jesus paid the ransom price with His blood 

· we are now set free from sin’s penalty and sin’s power

Look at our list of what God gave in purchasing us … how do they help us put into practice overcoming sin’s power in our lives?

· His blood was the payment for forgiveness of all our sins (past, present, future)

· His grace … our undeserved blessings … are given even when we fail

· God’s blessings to us do not depend on our own personal goodness (because we don’t have any!)

· He gives us wisdom to deal with troubling situations

· He does not sit back and just wait for us to stumble and fall and catch us in violation with a heavenly “AH HA!”

· It is His pleasure to help us to be victorious over sin

· His gifts of wisdom, grace, understanding help us to avoid or change sin patterns

3.2 Jesus Reigns
Listen for the hope God offers.
Ephesians 1:18-21 (NIV)  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19  and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20  which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21  far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
 What are the things Paul prayed his readers would know upon being enlightened by the Spirit of wisdom and revelation?

· eyes of your heart be enlightened

· know the hope to which He has called you

· riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints

· incomparably great power

What two events related to Christ did Paul cite to describe the greatness of God’s power given to those who believe?

· exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead

· seated Christ at His right hand in the heavenly realms

Over what realms and for what times has Christ been exalted?

· above all rule and authority

· above all powers and dominions

· above every title that can be given (king, president, emperor, etc.)

· every ruler in the past, present or future

Why do we tend to honor Jesus as Lord in some areas of our lives, but not in others?

· we want to hold on to certain favorite sins

· God can be in charge of my family, but not my bank account

· God can be in charge of my house, but not my golf game

· God can be in charge of my kids, but not my job

· maybe it’s not favorite sins, it’s just that I want to be in charge of that particular area of my life … hobby, entertainment, clothes, …

How do you respond to the truth that Jesus has authority over your everyday life?

· sometimes I like it … when He can rescue me

· other times I might not like it … when He tells me what TV to watch or not

· sometimes feels scary, other times reassuring

What is “the hope to which God has called you”?

· rescue from the penalty of sin

· rescue from the power of sin in our lives

· to know and serve God with every action, breath, attitude

· eventual rescue from the presence of sin

How does Paul further describe the power?

· working of His mighty strength

· power exerted in Christ when God raised Him from the dead, 

· seated Him at right hand in heavenly realms

· power far above all rule, authority, dominion

· greater than every title given at any time past, present, future

What are some times when you feel weak rather than powerful?

· illness

· in some event of nature like a storm or earthquake

· when events of life overwhelm you – accidents, job loss

· family problems, relationship problems, kids problems in school

· struggle with a specific sin

We recently celebrated Easter.    What role does the resurrection of Christ play in experiencing God’s power in life?

· it is proof of God’s power and authority

· it is proof that God’s power is expressed in love for us

· Paul says it is the same power which is at work in our lives

· if God can raise Jesus from the dead (both physical and spiritual) then He can do great and mighty things in our lives

3.3 Jesus, Head of the Church
Listen for Christ’s relationship to the church.
Ephesians 1:22-23 (NIV) 22  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
What does it mean for Christ to be the head over all things to the church?

· He leads and guides His church

· He leads and guides both the total body of believers worldwide, but the individual congregation

· He is in control … nothing surprises God … He will accomplishes His purposes in His time and in His way

If Christ is the head and the church is His body, what implications does that have for how the church functions?

· seek His guidance

· trust His strength, His sufficiency in every way

· honor Him as the Authority

· seek to please Him

· seek to glorify Him

How is the lordship of Jesus different from the role of a boss or CEO?

· Jesus has ultimate power

· Jesus loves us supremely … died for us (no boss does that)

· Jesus has all wisdom and insight 

· Jesus knows the future

How can we make Christ the Head of our lives as individuals?

· daily worship Him … be in awe of who He is and what He has done

· praise Him, thank Him … don’t take His blessings for granted

· submit to Christ, to His leadership in your life

· daily communication with Him … 

· reading, meditating on God’s Word

· talking to God … Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication  (ACTS)

When the Spirit of Christ fills our lives, how will our lives be different?

· victorious Christian living

· witnesses to a hurting world

· active in the furthering of God’s Kingdom

· faithful use of our resources in glorifying God and building the Church
4. Application
4.1 Exalt the Lord with your thoughts
· Begin each day this week by reading and meditating on Philippians 4:8 (NIV)   Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.
· Pray that your thoughts will reflect the God-honoring thoughts found in this verse

4.2 Exalt the Lord with your words
· Pray each day that your words will honor and not dishonor the Lord

· Each evening spend some time with God reviewing how you did

· Confess any failures, receive Christ’s forgiveness
4.3 Exalt the Lord with your actions
· Consider also Romans 12:10-18

· In a journal this week, note how your actions measure up against the God-honoring actions in this passage

List these on a chalkboard for reference in discussion below
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