7/9/2017
Encourage One Another

1. Motivate

Who has been the most encouraging person in your life?

· parent

· colleague at work

· pastor

· teacher

· youth worker, ss teacher 

· spouse

· uncle, aunt

· grandparent

2. Transition

Today we consider how Barnabas was an encourager in the early church
· We are called also to encourage people in their relationships with Christ and with one another.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Encourage Others to Follow Christ
Listen for where the Gospel spread.
Acts 11:19-21 (NIV)  Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 20  Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21  The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.
What was one of the results of Stephen’s martyrdom? 

· believers were scattered

· became religious refugees

· they left Jerusalem

· went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch
To whom was the news about Christ being told?  
· the refugees who moved told new neighbors about Jesus

· some from Cyprus and Cyrene went to Antioch and shared the Gospel (Good News) with Greeks
Though they were faithful to declare the gospel, what limits were first put on it? 
· no doubt when they relocated, they settled in Jewish neighborhoods

· they shared the Gospel message with their new neighbors

· they associated primarily with their own race and culture

· that’s whom they shared with about Jesus
Who challenged those limits? How did the Lord show His approval?
· some came from Cyprus and Cyrene

· they moved to (Syrian) Antioch

· shared the Gospel also to Greeks, Gentiles

https://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/CPn05Acts08.htm
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Harold has the bad habit of laughing loudly at
inappropriate moments in our church services.

| Give me some things to say to him. | want both
to counsel him and encourage him





Why do we sometimes shy away from certain groups of people when sharing the gospel? 
· they are different from us

· maybe they don’t speak English as their first language

· they live in different (maybe not so nice) neighborhoods

· they live on the other side of town

· don’t know how to relate to them

· they already have their own religion … they might be upset if we try to convert them
Why is it important to share the message of Christ with everyone?
· the Great Commission says to do so

· Christ’s mandate to share the gospel with the world is still relevant for our day. 
· they need Jesus also

· Jesus loves them, died for them … they need to hear about it 
· God will bless the faithful telling of the good news of Jesus Christ.

How was Stephen’s martyrdom good for the church? 
· forced people to refugee status

· they went to other cities, sometimes far away

· they took the gospel message with them

· they spread the good news about Jesus to many different places

3.2 Encourage Others to Grow in Christ
Listen for Barnabas’ new job.
Acts 11:22-24 (NIV)  News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23  When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  24  He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.
 Who heard about the successful preaching of the gospel and what was their response? 
· the original church in Jerusalem heard about the positive response to the Gospel in gentile neighborhoods

· they sent Barnabas to check it out

· they wanted to make sure that these were real conversions, that people were understanding and believing the right facts, the Truth

What words or phrases in these verses lend support that Barnabas was the right person to send to Antioch? 
· He was a good man. 

· He was full of the Holy Spirit and faith
How did Barnabas encourage the Christians at Antioch? 

· he saw the evidence of the grace of God in their lives

· he was glad

· he encouraged them all

· told them to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts 

Why is someone like Barnabas a real asset to a church?
· we need encouragers

· it is important that new believers be mentored

· they need to be encouraged and reinforced in the right things they are doing/believing

· they need to be guided away from misunderstandings, false concepts

· they may need instruction in how to live out their new found faith,

· they need advice on how God wants their lives to change 

How is encouragement is like a set of jumper cables?

· gives a zap of power when needed

· we may be feeling down, worn out spiritually

· encouragement helps raise your spiritual energy level

How do we intentionally grow into the role of an encourager?

· look for the good things that are happening

· affirm those good things

· when bad behavior surfaces, offer admonishment, correction, counsel

· it’s a form of behaviorist psychology … reward the good behavior and counsel against the mistakes

3.3 Encourage Others to Serve Christ
Listen for a new nickname.
Acts 11:25-26 (NIV)   Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26  and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
After assessing the situation in Antioch, what did Barnabas do?
· went to Tarsus to look for Saul

· found him, brought him to Antioch

· brought him to help in teaching in the church, evangelize

Why do you think Barnabas went for Saul (it had been about 10 years since their acquaintance in Jerusalem)? 

· needed help due to the growth of the church

· knew that Saul was a dynamic speaker/teacher

· this would get Saul involved in a church growth situation

· Barnabas’ goal was church growth – saw the opportunity to get good help

· may have been thinking ahead to opportunities for future ministries together

What was the primary scope of their ministry together in Antioch? 
· meet with the church

· taught them spiritual Truth

· shared the gospel message of faith in Jesus to forgive sins

· taught great numbers of people
What new name first surfaced for followers of Christ in Antioch?
· was first place the name “Christians” was used

· may have been a derisive term

· today might have been “Christers” (like the term “birthers”, which was applied to folks who demanded Pres. Obama’s birth status)

How can we actively encourage others to use their spiritual gifts?

· be observant

· notice ways in which God blesses the specific ministry involvements of someone

· affirm that person’s ministry (teaching, counseling, children’s worker, office skills, etc.)

· tell them you can see God blessing them in that way

· share your observations with church leadership

How can we actively encourage God’s larger work in our church?

· involvement in the programs that God is blessing

· look for ways to help augment the efforts of church leaders
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strong prayer support

· faithful financial support of the church’s ministries
· pray against negative influences
Application
A note of thanks. 

· Identify one person who has encouraged you. 

· Write a note to him or her and express your gratitude for the help and encouragement. 

A word of encouragement. 

· Take time this week to encourage someone in their walk with Christ. 

· Make a call, write a note, or come alongside the person you know who needs a word of support. 

A relationship of encouragement. 

· Develop an ongoing relationship with someone that includes regular meetings. 

· Mentor the person in a particular area of life and encourage his or her growth in Christ.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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