11/11/2012
Do Life Together

1. Motivate

What kind of puzzles have you worked?
· jig saw puzzles

· wooden figures that come apart, go back together

· Rubik’s-Cube

· logic puzzles
· math puzzles

· murder mystery puzzles

2. Transition

No matter what kind of puzzle you work, the key is making sure everything fits exactly.

Today ( we look at how people who live together and work together and worship together should build relationships together

· It may seem like a puzzle

· But God will fit us together to make a unit that accomplishes His purposes

3. Bible Study

3.1 

Listen for how needs were met in the early days of the church.
Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)   All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. [33] With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. [34] There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales [35] and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 

What attitude did the believers have toward one another and how was it demonstrated?

· one in heart

· one in mind

· no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own

· shared everything they had with each other

What godly qualities enhanced the unity and service of the early Christians? 

· great power in speaking, testifying

· declared to others the resurrection of the Lord Jesus

· much grace/blessings were demonstrated in their lives

What do you think was the motivation for their giving?

· God's Spirit moved them

· they saw needs of people they loved

· they were more concerned about the dire needs of their Christian brothers and sisters than about hoarding their wealth

What are the benefits to us in being generous, sharing people?

· we help one another

· we are happier, less stressed over grasping more money

· we please God, we model His attitudes to an observing world

· when we hold our belongings and resources with a loose grip it doesn’t hurt so much when we are separated from them by life’s various events

· the joy of seeing others blessed by our decision to share

Why are we as a society sometimes hesitant to go to others, especially our brothers and sisters in Christ when we have a need?

· don’t want to be a bother

· we don’t want to admit we cannot handle things on our own

· it will reflect badly on our poor judgment which got us into a fix

Ask the class … do you agree or disagree? ( “People today are more willing to give today than in the past.”  Give reasons for your opinions.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· we have more missionaries than in the past

· look at all the nice church buildings we have now

· we are a more affluent society than during the depression, people have more money to give
	· people hoard their money today

· more money gets spent on pet food than on missions

· people have more money but they spend it on themselves 

· there is monumental credit card debt in our society – that money did not get spent on donations


In any case we do not have the same attitudes about our giving as did the church at Jerusalem … How could our giving be an act of worship?

· we give for the furthering of God's Kingdom

· we give motivated by our love for God

· we think more about being thankful for God's blessings – we respond to that by generosity in our giving

· we give as an act of faith … believing that God's power at work in our lives will provide all that we need, even if we give some of our resources away

3.2 Value the Relationship
Listen for exactly what was Ananias’ sin.
Acts 5:1-6 (NIV)     Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. [2] With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.   [3] Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? [4] Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."   [5] When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. [6] Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

What did Ananias and Sapphira do with the proceeds from the sale of their property? 

· keep back part of the money for themselves

· brought the rest and contributed it like everyone else had

· apparently letting people think they were contributing the whole amount of the sale

Why do you think they deceived the church?

· they didn’t trust God to supply their needs, lack of faith

· they wanted to look good before others

· they were worried about having enough for themselves

· selfishness

· they thought they could fool not only the church but fool God

How could Ananias and Sapphira have acted differently?

· admit up front, “we’re giving x% of our sale to share with others”

· we’re giving what we can, hope it helps as many as possible

· we need to keep some of the money, but here’s the rest

· we’re not able to give it all, but here’s a portion of the sale

 In what ways are people today like Ananias and Sapphira?

· we give in order to look good

· we give what looks like a substantial amount but it is really only a little bit of extra of what we really have

· we hoard, not trusting God to meet our needs

· we do not give with joy

· we give with the wrong kind of motives
How can we guard against giving with duplicity?

· give secretly – use the envelopes (and don’t sign your name???)

· don’t seek men’s honor and praise when you give

· don’t give trying to dictate how the money should be spent

What can we do to learn to give with joy?

· pray about our giving

· read about God's sufficiency

· study how God supplied the needs of His people

· apply those truths and those promises to our own lives

· start out small, increase amount 

· try it, you’ll like it!

· do an experiment … give a tithe, see just how sufficient God really is

3.3 Raise Up Servant Leaders
Listen for reasons the church needed some administrative skills.

Acts 6:1-7 (NIV)   In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. [2] So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. [3] Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them [4] and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."    [5] This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. [6] They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.   [7] So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

What events were causing friction within the early church?

· there were two different cultural groups

· Grecian (Hellenistic) and Hebraic Jews

· the widows with the Greek background believed they were not receiving equal treatment when support or benevolent funds were distributed

Why didn’t the twelve disciples just go ahead and take care of the problem – oversee what was happening (or not happening)?

· if they did so they would be forced to neglect the ministry of the Word

· only they had the background to preach and teach, to carry on the prayer ministry

· administrative duties would take them away from strategic ministries

· someone else who was better skilled in financial or administrative skills was a better choice

· “waiting tables” was the distribution of the help, better to get someone else to do this

What were the qualifications they established for this ministry?

· known to be full of (controlled by) the Spirit

· men with wisdom (more than just knowledge)

· men  of faith (one of the qualities mentioned of Stephen)

What additional qualities do you think would be important which might not have been mentioned here?

· honesty

· good head for organization

· attitudes of kindness and generosity

· willing to offer encouragement along with the distribution of material needs

· able to help the widows and their families in other practical ways 

How did they prepare these men for their ministry?

· they came before the apostles

· the apostles prayed for them

· they “laid hands” on them – a sort of formal ceremony dedicating them to the activity for which they had been chosen.

Scripture is specific about ministry to widows … what other kinds of needs might be overlooked in the overall ministry of a congregation in our society today?

· elderly who need transport or help around their homes

· young couples who live away from their families and are dealing with a new baby

· children who attend a church but their parents do not – need for Christian role model

· new widow or widower who needs help dealing with legal issues

· unmarried singles who need fellowship

 Application
4.1 The spirit of oneness in life and purpose is a model for all churches … in every place and in every age.
· Ask God to give you a compassion for need people around you.
· Look for practical ways of expression of that compassion this week.

4.2 Believers should be honest and truthful.

· Be faithful to what you promise God you will do.

· Ask God to show you where you might be trying to fool Him and fool yourself – then confess and repent from that attitude
4.3 Physical ministries of the church can be as important as spiritual ones.
· Pray not only for those who preach and teach, but also for those who lead and administer in our church.

· Look for ways you can support a variety of ministries within our church.
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