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Courage

1. Motivate

When you think of the word “courage” what images come to mind?
· someone facing a difficult task

· climbing a mountain

· fighting a disease 

· working through a tough rehab after injury or surgery

· facing a wild animal

· a first responder entering a burning building

· a soldier facing a tough battle

2. Transition

Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus faced a difficult situation.
· He needed courage

· Today we look at how Joseph courageously made tough decisions, the right decisions.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Tested in Crisis
Listen for what emotions you think were experienced.
Matthew 1:18-19 (NIV)   This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. [19] Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

What happened to Mary while she and Joseph were engaged? 

· they had not yet wed

· she became pregnant

· God’s Holy Spirit worked a miracle in her body and the Messiah would be born to her

What emotions do you think Mary was feeling?

· fear, surprise, embarrassment

· excitement, honor, worry

Why do you think God chose this sequence of events surrounding the birth of the Messiah?  Why not wait until Mary and Joseph were married – much less embarrassing?

· everyone would conclude that the son was the result of normal marital relations

· it would not be so obvious that the Messiah was not a normal human

· this way proves that God alone was the “father” of the Messiah – it was a miraculous conception

· other people might doubt Mary’s purity, but she knew for certain that the child was not the son of Joseph … it was the Son of  God.

If Joseph wasn’t the actual father of Christ, who was? 

· the physical impregnation was a miracle performed by God

· this was NOT God having sex with Mary

· we struggle with the concept of the Trinity being three distinct personalities, but all One God

· God, the Heavenly Father was the “Father” of Jesus, the Son of God

What fears do you think Joseph initially had, hearing this news about his bride-to-be? 

· he thought she had been unfaithful and had relations with another man

· he figured other people might accuse him  (Joseph) of having relations with her before they were actually married.

· feared embarrassment for himself, for Mary, for her family

· he decided to end their engagement

· he thought to do it quietly so as not to make a public spectacle of her and her family

· he was probably hurt, maybe still loved her and didn’t want to disgrace her

What positive character qualities did Joseph demonstrate? 

· said to be a righteous man

· he made “right” choices, decisions

· didn’t want to embarrass, disgrace Mary or her family

3.2 Difficult Decisions
Listen for God’s counsel to Joseph.
Matthew 1:20-23 (NIV)    But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  [22] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: [23] "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 

As a bit of an aside, note how the angel addressed Joseph as “son of David.”  This was not the name of Joseph’s father.  So, how was Joseph’s ancestry significant? 

· Joseph was reminded of his lineage 

· it went all the way back to King David

· this spoke to the prophecy that the Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah, in the line of David

· even though Joseph was not the physical father, he was the earthly father figure … in the line of David

· note that Mary was also in the lineage of King David

Why did Joseph change his plans to divorce Mary? 

· the angel in a dream told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife

· the angel revealed that the pregnancy was a divine miracle worked by God

· Joseph was told that this was an answer to prophecy

· he learned that this was part of God’s great plan

How do you think a typical church might have handled Mary’s pre-marriage pregnancy?

· a lot of whispering and head shaking, a lot of tsk, tsk-ing
· we’ll have to ask her not to attend the youth meetings

· her family should send her to one of those homes for unwed mothers

· Poor Joseph, what’s he going to do?  I bet he asks for the  ring back!

What was Isaiah’s prophecy?

· the virgin will be with child

· she will give birth to a son

· they will call him “Immanuel” – which means “God with us”

Why do you think God went to the trouble to have Isaiah write this prophecy 700 years before the Messiah’s birth?

· God wanted to offer hope to the Israelites

· He was demonstrating that He had designed/planned the events long ago

· the Messiah’s coming to die for our sins was not a “plan B” to solve the sin problem after the fact

· Jesus was to be the “the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”  (Rev. 13:8)

· so when it happened, we would know that it was all part of God’s overall design

· According to 1 Peter 1:10-11, the prophets wondered what these things meant, now we are able to see and understand   

Joseph was obedient to God in a very stressful situation.  What kinds of direction would God have for us in stressful situations?

· trust Me, I’ve got things under control

· just like I was with Joseph, I’m with you!
· I can supply your needs

· what seems bad I can make work for good

· My plans for you will not be thwarted, will not be ruined

· you need to demonstrate obedience and trust in this situation

· it will be a testimony to others around you, a help and encouragement to them when they face similar situations

3.3 Do What Is Right
Listen for obedient responses.
Matthew 1:24-25 (NIV)  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. [25] But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. … 2:19-23  After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt [20] and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life are dead."     [21] So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. [22] But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, [23] and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene." 

Both Mary and Joseph responded positively to the angel’s declarations … why do we sometimes fear God working through us in unique or unexpected ways?

· sometimes God’s working in and through us can cause some inconvenience

· it might require work

· it’s not the way we are used to 

· we don’t think “outside the box”

· we tend to limit God – we think He should do it the way we envision

· we may have a misconception of God’s power, authority, creativity

What happens when we limit God and don’t go along with His way of accomplishing His will?

· God does not choose to go against our will … we miss out on His special workings

· we miss out on God’s blessings by not participating in His workings

· you miss out on the opportunities God desired for you

· God’s ultimate will is never thwarted, but we can make bad choices for which we suffer consequences

What do you think Mary and Joseph talked about the first time after their encounters with the angel of the Lord?

· their new understanding of what was happening

· the difficulties they were going to have to face together

· their ongoing dedication to each other and to the Lord

· their plans for the future

· the reminder, the reassurance from the angel that 
“God is with you”

What are compelling reasons for submitting to God’s direction in our lives?

· He is wise, wants the best for us

· he deserves our submission

· Mary called herself a “slave” … we should follow her example and consider ourselves bond-slaves to the Lord

What would be the relationship between obedience and courage?

· takes courage to obey in tough situations

· seems like faith in God is necessary in both situations

· courage and obedience without trusting God would be foolishness
What would be the fruits or results of courageous obedience to God?

· you get to be a part of God’s overall plans

· you get to see God’s power at work in both your life and the lives of others in the situation

· you are more ready to trust God when the next challenge comes along

· you learn that courageous obedience is the best choice
4. Application
4.1 God works in and through the ordinary (and not so ordinary) events of life to accomplish His extraordinary purposes.
· God’s activities in our lives may lead to a time of worry or doubt, a crisis of faith.

· When faced with upsetting circumstances these holiday times, act justly and fairly.
· Watch for God to work for good, despite what seems to be a bad situation.

4.2 Even believers may have fears surface when confronted with a call from the Lord

· God works in ways that we sometimes refer to as “outside the box,”  in ways we have not thought of

· Jesus came to the earth as both God and man – all for the purpose of dying 

· Every time you hear the name Jesus in a Christmas song, think of the reason for His coming

4.3 How amazing that we can know God personally because He has revealed Himself to us personally in Jesus

· The person of faith will respond with courage to the instructions of the Lord
· In Jesus, God is with us

· This Christmas season, allow your lifestyle, your daily walk, reflect the reality that God is with you

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, [11] trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.





It is important for couples to communicate and support each other in the midst of  challenging situations
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