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Connected in Growth

1. Motivate

What do you like best about being a fan of a particular sport or team?

· exciting to see them win

· fun to watch the games

· I like traveling to HS games with other fans

· the players enjoy and appreciate the support

· I have favorite players I like to watch

· fun to learn about the different players

· I like the team jackets, hats, etc

· the comradery of the other fans in the crowd

· the tailgating parties
2. Transition

Cheering on your favorite team is fun … consider that sometimes we are tempted to act like fans at church

· But God intends for each of us to come out of the stands

· Today we look at why we should “get in the game”

3. Bible Study

3.1 Gifts and Ministry
Listen for gifts from God.
Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV) 11  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12  to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
When have you felt ill equipped to carry out an important task?

· given a job for which I had no training

· tasked with something I really don’t like to do

· put in charge of a program when no one else wanted to do it

· given a job that was supposed to have been already taken care of and someone didn’t do it

· trying to pick up the pieces on a job when it had already been messed up

When have you felt well equipped to carry out an important task?

· given a job that I know how to do

· put in charge of something and know I have lots of help

· given the resources to accomplish the task

According to Paul, what kind of equipping does God give as gifts to people in the church?

· apostles

· prophets

· evangelists

· pastors

· teachers
What is the purpose of these spiritual gifts, this equipping?

· prepare God’s people

· works of service

· the body of Christ (the church) may be built up

Since each of these groupings are instructors of God’s Word, let us call them “instructors.”  Why does God go out of His way to form these instructors?
·  people need instruction in God’s Truth

· new believers need to receive into their minds and hearts more and more of that Truth

· in the great commission, Jesus spoke of discipling

· believers at all stages in their spiritual growth need instruction

· our lives are infinitely varied … God’s Truth speaks to all those situations and we need instruction and exhortation and encouragement for all areas of our lives

What obstacles keep us from equipping others or being equipped ourselves?

· pride

· ignorance

· rebellion

· belief that I don’t need anyone else … I can do it on my own

· laziness … I don’t want to work, I want to be “fed” when I go to church

Define ‘works of the service’ in practical terms.  What kinds of ministries today could be included in the list Paul gives?

· teaching children’s classes

· door to door evangelism

· musical ministries

· helping others in time of need

· involvement in mission trips

· being a greeter

· being a mentor to someone new to the faith

3.2 Unity and Maturity
Listen for how to become mature.
Ephesians 4:13 (NIV) 13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

What are further  purposes of spiritual gifts? 
· reach unity in the faith

· acquire knowledge of who God is and what He is doing

· spiritual maturity

· growing to be the person God intends for us to be … attain the whole measure of the fullness of Christ
The KJV uses the word “perfect” in verse 13  “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man” What different meanings can “perfect” imply in this passage?


· faultless

· complete

· precise

· unflawed

· whole

· finished

· accurate

· ideal

· mature

What are the evidences of spiritual maturity and completeness in the life of a Christ-follower?

· a life free from habitual sin

· daily, even moment by moment dependence on God’s power

· daily communication with God … reading and meditating on God’s word, talking to Him in prayer

· involved in using one’s spiritual gifts for edification of the Body of Christ, the Church

· active in church ministries
What does it look like to measure our spiritual maturity based on the fullness of Christ?

· “fullness” seems to speak of how much of one’s life God has control of

· that should be an ever growing process

· more and more each day, as God reveals to us areas of our lives where He wants to take control … we surrender those areas

Note the illustration from Bill Bright’s Four Spiritual Laws booklet … we want to look less and less like the picture on the left and more and more like the one on the right.

http://www.thoughts-about-god.com/biblestudies/tcloveforgive.htm
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3.3 Maturity and Growth
Listen for more results of the spiritual gifts.
Ephesians 4:14-16 (NIV) 14  Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
To what image in verse 13 does the description in verse 14 stand in contrast?

· maturity vs infants

· steady and grounded vs tossed back and forth by waves, wind 

· not easily fooled by false teaching

· not deceived by people with clever (but false) ideas
What are we supposed to be doing, according to verse 15?

· speaking the truth in love

· grow up, mature

· allowing Christ to be the “Head” or the One in charge

· He is the head of the Body of Christ

· He directs, controls the movements, the activities of the Body

What should be happening to a healthy body, according to verse 16?
· held together, not splintering apart

· growing

· maturing

· building itself in love

each part/member doing the task God intends
What imagery did Paul use to describe the relationship of Christ to the Church?

· He is the Head

· we are the rest of the body

· held together, not splintering apart

· growing

· maturing

· building itself in love

· each part/member doing the task God intends

What advice would you give someone seeking to balance speaking truth and showing love?

· speak with kindness

· prepare with much prayer

· choose words carefully

· make sure your “truth” is indeed Truth, based on God’s Word

· make sure your “truth” is not just your opinion or your own personal interpretation

· be careful of your motives … don’t speak just to be “telling someone off” or “giving them a piece of your mind”

4. Application
4.1 Decide to start
· Start praying this week about the role God has for you in your church

· What desire has He placed in your heart at this stage of your life regarding His church

· Invite a Christian friend to pray with you and to help you discern God’s direction

4.2 Equip a younger person
· Pass on a legacy of ministry to a younger believer

· Tell your pastor or appropriate staff member of your desire to equip a younger believer to learn from your experience
4.3 Balance your speech
· Issues or conflicts might arise this week 

· Make a conscious effort to speak the truth in a way that also demonstrates love
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